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Acrs, xv. 11. 


ut we believe that, through the grace of the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, we ſhall be ſaved, even as they. 


Antioch, concerning the Gentiles, that ex- 
-* cept they were circumciſed, after the man- 
ner of Moſes, they could not be ſaved. This dan- 
gerous poſition, which aroſe from a miſapprehen- 
ſion of the righteouſneſs and grace of Chriſt, and 
tended to ſubſtitute, for the foundation of our 
hope, a quickſand, inſtead of the rock of ſalva- 
tion, was oppoſed with great zeal and tirmneſs 
Paul and Barnabas, apoſtles of the Gentiles, Af- 
ter no ſmall diſſention and diſputation, that church 
referred the queſtion to the apoſtles 1nd elders at 
Jeruſalem, and appointed Paul and Barnabas, with 
ſome of its own members, to lay it before them. 
When the commiſſioners from Antioch came to 
Jeruſalem, ſome believers, who had been of the 
ſect of the Phariſees, eagerly oppoled them, and 
aſſerted, that it was neceflary to circumciſe. belie- 
ving Gentiles, and to command them to keep the 
law of Moſes. The apoſtles and elders came, 
therefore, together to conſider this matter and, 
after a long and eager debate, Peter roſe, and, in 
a nervous and pointed ſpeech, ſupported with facts 
known to the whole aſſembly, ſhowed, that it was 
unneceflary 


0 ERTAIN men from Judea maintained in 


* 


* 


2 N L 58 


unneceſſary to lay upon Gentiles the yoke of cere- 
mony; concluding with the words of the text: But 
we believe that, through the grace of the Lord Feſus 
 Chrift, we  ſball be ſaved, even as they. Whether 
Gentiles, or Fathers, be the perſons to whom the 
words, even as they, refer, is immaterial : The ſenſe 
is, believing Jews who, as their fathers were, are cir- 
cumciſed, and believing Gentiles who are not cir- 
cumciſed, are ſaved equally, effectually, and certain- 
ly, through the grace of the fame Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


DocTRriNne, Salvation through the grace of the 


Lord J7eſus Chriſt, is a truth which his * 
firmly believed, and boldly profeſſed. 

We ſhall ſpeak of the names of our Saviour; j— 
of his grace; — of ſalvation through his grace; — 
of believing and profeſſing this univerſally intereſt- 
ng truth. 

The names given to our Saviour are to be con- 
Sdered firſt. To ſpeak of theſe with the, Bible be- 
fore us is eaſy; but to ſpeak as we ought to ſpeak— 
to ſpeak believingly and feelingly, is more than we 
can do of ourſelves. Without the preſence and 
operation of the Holy Spirit, ſpeakers ſpeak in 
vain, and hearers hear in vain. Firſt, The glorious 
perſon through whoſe graca we are ſaved, is Lord. 
Lord is both his official and eſſential name Tho? 
it be his official name which the text holds up to 
our view, it is not improper to obſerve, that he, 
who is Lord by office, is Jehovah by nature. To 
him Scripture aſcribeth the name, and perfections, 
and works of Jehovah. Thou, Lord, in the begin- 
ning haſt laid the foundation of the earth and the 
heavens are the works of thine hands. They ball 
periſh, but thou remaineſt : and they all fhall wax 


od as doth a garment; And as a veſture ſhalt thou 


fold them up, and they ſhall be changed : but thou art 
the ſame, and thy years ſhall have ns _ * Are 
' * Heb. i. 10. Th. 13. , 

you 
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8 EER WMO. 3 
you well affected to the Godhead of our Saviour ? 


Pity the poor man who accounts it an uncertain 


and ſpeculative notion. It is an immutable and 
operative truth; and exerts its influence in every 
part of our redemption. Were he not Lord, Je- 
hovah, we could not believe in his blood for re- 
miſſion of ſins: The blood of an innocent man 
cannot take away the ſin of the world. Were he 
not Lord, Jehovah, we could not depend on his 
righteouſneſs : The righteouſneſs of a juſt man 
cannot juſtify the ungodly. Were he not Lord, 
Jehovah, we could not truſt in his arm: The arm 
of a mighty man cannot fave them that are without 
ſtrength. Were he not Lord, Jehovah, we could 
not rejoice in his goodneſs: The riches of a good 
man cannot ſatisfy the longing ſoul, and fill the 

hungry ſoul with good things. | 
Lord, in the text, as we have ſaid, is an official 
name, and given to our Saviour as ruler and go- 
vernor over all. The angel who announced his 
birth to the ſhepherds of Bethlehem, called him, 
Chriſt, the Lord“. In his miniſtry. he ſometimes 
uſed it when ſpeaking of himſelf: Gs heme to thy 
friends, and tell them hau great things the Lord hath 
done for thee f. The diſciples honoured him with 
it, Lord increaſe our aith ?, and he accepted it as 
homage due to him, Te call me Maſter, and Lord, 
and ye ſay well; for fo I am ||. To expreſs the ex- 
tent of his dominion, and the fulneſs of power 
committed to him, and to lay the foundation of 
our hope and truſt, Scripture addeth to it diſtinc- 
tive epithets. He is Lord of lords, Lord from heaven, 
Lord of the ſabbath, Lord of the dead and living, 
Lord of glory, Lord of all. Theſe are not like the 
empty and high - ſounding titles aſſumed by the 
princes of this world. They are expreſſions of his 
univerſal ſupremacy, which his people delight to 
* Luke, ii. 11. f Mak, v. 19. + Luke, xvii. 5. | Jobn, xiii. 13. 
2 recogniſe, 
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recogniſe, and in which they reſt with ſenſations 
of gratitude and joy. David called him, my Lord. 
Thomas ſaid, my Lord. In the epiſtle to the Phi- 
lippians Paul faith, Every tongue ſbould confeſs that 
Jeſus Chrift is Lord, to the glory of God the Father, 
In the epiſtle to the Corinthians, the ſame apoſtle 


* 


_ Faith, No man tan ſay that Feſus is the Lord, but By 


the Holy Ghoſt. In the former, we are taught our 
duty; which is, to confeſs our Lord's dominion 
and authority: In the latter, our incapacity to 
perform it, without ſupernatural aſſiſtance, is dif- 
covered. Do we acknowledge the duty? and do 


we feel the incapacity ? The queſtions are fair. 1 


may preach, and you may hear theſe intereſting 
truths; but, without the Spirit, we will neither 
glorify rhe Father, nor honour the Son, by un, 
ving and confeſſing them unto ſalvation. 

The /-cond official name in the text is Feſtus ; a 
name long and well known among his people. R 
aniwers to the Hebrew name 7ehofbua ; and figni- 
Bes Jehovah the Saviour. A writer of great piety 
expreſſes this in a pleafant manner: „Let Ariat 
hes pride before him bow, He's Jeſus and Jehovah 
„ too” The angel who informed Joſeph of his 
conception, and foretold his Hirth, commanded this 
name to be given to him, and aſſigned the reaſon 
of the name, Theu ſhalt call his name Feſus : for he 
Pall fave his people from their fins *. Ihe ſound 
and the ſavour of this excellent and everlaſting 
name, have gone through the world, and filled 
people of all kindreds and tongues with wonder 
and joy. In the Old Teſtament he was known to 
be the Saviour of Iſrael; and Iſrael was ſaved in 
him with an everlaſting ſalvation. In the New 
Teſtament he is known to be the Saviour of the 
world, and to be revealed to the world, that the 
world through him might'be ſaved. Obſerve the 


* Matth. i. 21. 
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difference. Salvation through his name was then 
revealed to Iſrael; and the joyful: ſound was nat 
heard afar off. Salvation through bis name is now 
revealed to the world; and the joyful ſound heard 
in the ends of the earth, and the ifles of the ſea. 
Feſus is the name in which every knee muſt bow. 
Things in heaven, things in earth, things under 
the earth, thould bow; and things that will not, 
ſhall be conſtrained to bow. I live, ſaith the 
Lord, every knee ſhall bow to me, and every tongue 
ball confeſs to God. Paul, writing in the Spirit, 
took theſe words from the 45th of Iſaiah, applied 
them to our Saviour, and fet them down in the 
14th of the Romans. - Compare the prophecy and 
its application; and you will ſee that the Saviour is 
both Jeſus and Jehovah, -from this, among other 
conſiderations, that he hath ſworn by himſelf. —To- 
ſmother the evidence of Meſſiaſhip, though born in 
Bethlehem, his deſpiſers called him Jeſus of Naza- 
reth. Nathaniel ſtumbled at this; and having ne- 
ver heard, or having forgotten the glad tidings of 
great joy which had been publiſhed at Bethlehem, 
exclaimed, Can there any good thing come out of 
Nazareth*. But Jetus, after he was aſcended far 


above all heavens, triumphed in this mean appella- 


tive, and ſtruck down with it one of the bittereſt 
of his perſecutors: I am 7eſus of Nazareth whom 
thou zerſecutcjt. Jeſus is a name which the Savſour 
will have his people- to reverence on earth, now 
when he fits in heaven. One of the laſt ſpeeches 
to John in Patmos, is introduced in this emphatic. 
manner, I Zeſus have ſent mine angel to teſtiſy unto 


you theſe things. | This glorious and everlaſting 


name is a diadem of beauty, which will ſhine, from 
generation to generation, on earth; and, in' hea- 
ven, will draw upon itſelf the eyes of confirmed 
angels and redeemed men, for ever and ever. 
* Jobs; i: a6. ci | 
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5 SERMON I. 


Cpbriſt is the third name which appears in the 
text. ſeſus, who is called Chriſt, is, according to 
His name, the anointed Saviour. Concerning this, 
Scripture is clear; and the words of prophets and 
-apofles, like him of whom they ſpake and wrote, 
are full of grace and truth. God, thy God, hath 
anointed thee with the oil 'of glauneſ above thy fol- 
'Iews . This paſſdge is applied to Chriſt in the e- 
piſtle to the Hebrews: Upon the flem of Jeſſe and 
the branch out of his roots, the Spirit of the Lord ſhall 
reft, the Spirit of wiſdom and underſtunding, the 


Spirit f counſel and might, the Spirit of knowledge, 
and of the fear of the Lord+. This prophecy was 


fulfilled when the Spirit deſcended from heaven 
like a dove, and abode upon Chriſt. The Spirit of 


- the Lord God is upon me, becauſe the Lord hath a- 


nointed me to preach good tidings to the meek ; he 
hath ſent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to pro- 
claim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the 
priſon to them that are bound t. From the prophe- 
cy of Ifaiah, Chriſt read theſe words in the ſyna- 
gogue of Nazareth, and told his hearers that they 


were fulfilled in him. — Anointing is an ancient 


ceremony. 'The prieſts of the order of Aaron were 
anointed, Eliſha the prophet was anointed. The 
kings of the houſe of Iſrael were anointed. — Of- 
Fial anointing is not an unmeaning ceremony. It 
was done by a mandate from Heaven; and gave af- 
ſurance of a deſignation to an office, and of the 
conveyance of a ſpirit for the diſcharge of the du- 
ties of that office. After David was anointed, the 
Spirit of the Lord came upon him from that day 
forward. No material oil was poured upon the 
Lord Jefus. Some pious women anointed his feet 
with ointment: He accepted and commended it, 
as a teſtimony of affection and gratitude. But this 


is not his official anointing. Though Chriſt was 
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not anointed with material oil, he received what 
the ceremony ſigniied His God and Father in- 
veſted him with the offices, of prophet, prieſt, and 
king, and filled him with the Spirit to execute theſe 
offices. The Spirit äs che oil of gladneſs Giving 
him the Spirit is the anointing. And God even 
his Father is the anointer. God, ſaith an apoſtle, 
anomted Feſus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghoſt and 
with power *. How ſtand ye affected to the pro- 
phetic teſtimony, and the goſpel interpretation of 
the anointing ? Believe, and rejoice in theſe, O 
Chriſtians. The offices of your daviour are per- 
fumed with the odour of the anointing ; and all 


his garments ſmell of myrrh, aloes, and caflia. How + 


ſweet is the ſavour ot his name] O that in ſpeaking 
and hearing of it, we may know, and believe, and 


feel its excellence and uſe in Chriſtianity! The 


name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the glory of ſer- 
mons. Sermons in which his name, and truths 
connected with it, do net thine, though neatly 
compeſed and grace fully pronounced, are infipid 
and taſteleſs declamations. Preachers who preach 
themſelves and moral philoſophy, inſtead of Chriſt 
Jeſus, rhe Lord, ſhould come out of the pulpit, 
fit down to the Bible, and learn n at the 
feet of prophets and apoſtles. 

From the diſplay we have made of the names of 
our Saviour, his excellence, ſufficiency, and ſuit- 
ableneſs, are obvious and intereſting conſiderations. 
Firſt, His excellence. In the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
there is an excellence, for which his people count 


all things loſs; an eſſential, and an official excel- - 


lence: - His eſſential excellence is inexpreſſibly and 
inconceivably glorious. All the fulneſs of the God- 
head dwelleth bodily in him. The perfections of 
Jehovah are his properties. His power is omnipo- 
tent; his wiſdom is unſearchable z his love paſleth 

Acts, x. 3v, : 
knowledge; 


— 


re 


knowledge; and his preſence is every where. His 
official excellence is unmeaſurably high, and riſes 
far above our thoughts, and our praiſes. Of God 
he is made unto us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and 
ſanctification, and redemption. Theſe are excel- 
lencies, with which none of the beauties of creation 
are worthy to be compared; and which, by believers 
and ſufferers, have been confeſſed and praiſed in 
great extremities. A martyr *, when every finger 
was a firebrand, filled by theſe with all joy and 
peace in believing, cried till his voice failed, None 
but Chriſt, none but Chriſt. Chriſt is the excellent 
prophet, the excellent prieſt, the excellent king. 
In his perſonal and official excellence let the hearts 
of all who love him rejoice. Out of this river, 
which is full of water, flow the ſtreams that make 
glad the city of God. There, cries the ancient 
church with the voice of one of her prophets, wi// 
the glorious Lord be unto us a place of broad rivers 
and ftireams F. Secondly, His ſufficiency. With- 
out the aid of any co-operator, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt is ſufficient for the complete and everlaſting 
ſalvation of his people. He is armed with power; 
. clothed with authority; enriched with grace; filled 
with the Spirit; and girded with faithfulneſs. His 
ſacrifice is ſufficient to expiate our guilt; his righte- 
ouſneſs to juſtify our perſons ; his blood to waſh 
us from our fins; his powef to ſubdue our cor- 
ruptions, and defend us from our enemies; his 
goodneſs to ſupply our wants, and ſatisfy our ſouls; 
his love to-kill our enmity, and reconcile and draw 
us to God; his mercy to- relieve our miſeries, and 
comfort our hearts; and his grace is ſufficient to 
ſupport us under our burdens, to ſuccour us in 
our temptations, and to furniſh us to every good 
work. The ſufficiency of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is 


John Lambert, burnt ia Smichfield 1538. 
T IIa. XXili. 31. 
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ineontrovertible. For it pleaſed the Father that in 
him ſhould all fulneſt dwell *. Thirdly, His ſuitable- 
neſs. The ſuitableneſs of Chriſt muſt be eſtimated 
according to the neceſſities of ſinners; and, when 
theſe are conſidered, it will appear that, in every 


refpe&, he is adapted and ſuited to our ſituation. 


Do we need life? Chriſt is come that we might 
have life, and have it more abundantly. Do we 
need light? Chriſt is the ſun of righteouſneſs, and 
the light of the world ; and whofoever beheverh in 
him ſhall not walk in darkneſs, but have the light 
of life. Do we need righteouſneſs? Chriſt is the 
Lord our righteouſncfs, and the end of the law for 
righteouſneſs, to every one that believeth. Do 
we need redemption ? In Chriſt we have redemp- 


tion through his blood, even the forgiveneſs of 


fins. He hath redeemed his people from the curſe 
of the law; and given himſelf for them, that he 
might redeem them from all iniquity. Do we neeU 
holinefs ? Chriſt is made ſanctification; and in him 
we are created unto good works. Do we need K. 
berty? Chriſt is anointed to proclaim liberty to 
captives, and the opening of the priſon to them 
that are bound. Do we need health? Chriſt is the 
Lord our healer; aud hath medicine for every dif- 
eaſe, and balm to every wound. Do we need pro- 
tection? Chriſt is our defence and refuge, our 
ſhield, our glory, the lifter up of our head. Do 
we need ſupport and refrefhment? Chrilt is the 
bread, and the water of life. Do we need redemp- 
tion from death? Chriſt hath the keys of bell and 
of death. Chri}t is all and in all}. 4 

Now, believers, our exhortation to you is, A, 
Lay up, and keep in the midſt of your hearts, the 
names of the Saviour in whom ye believe. Till 
theſe be in it, the heart is unfurniſhed and defe- 
late. The declarations made 'in-Scripture, of his 

* Col. i. 19. + Col. iii. 11. 
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10 SERMON I. 


eſſential and official names, are the beſt ſubjects of 
meditation and thought, and the beſt ſubjects of 


conference and diſcourſe among his people. They 


are, accordingly, repreſented as the people who 
mention his righteouſneſs, and think on his name. 
A writer in the Pſalms, deſigning to ſet before the 
ſons of Korah the excellence of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, prefaceth his ſpeech in this ſolemn manner: 

My heart is inditing a good matter: I ſpeak of the 
things which I have made touching the king: my 
tongue is the pen of a ready writer *. Secondly,. Be 
well- affected to the teſtimony of the Lord: Jeſus 
Chriſt. My fon, ſaid Paul to Timothy, be not thou 


aſbamed of the teſtimony of our Lord + and, in the 


Revelation, the ſuffering remnant is repreſented 
as a feed who keep the commandments -of God, and 
have the teſtimony of Feſus Chrift. Conſider the ſo- 
lemnity and weight of the certification given by 


himſelf upon this ſubject. Whoſoever ſhall be a- 


Jhamed of me, and of my words, in this adulterous 


And. ſinful generation, of him alſo all the Son of man 


be aſhamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father, 
with the holy angels f. A teſtimony co his eſſential 
and official ſufficiency, drew you out of the na- 
tional body, and united you as a confeſling and 
holy people. Be neither aſhamed of it, nor a 
ſhame unto it. Deny not the truths which it af- 
ſerts; and flide not into the errors, in principle or 
practice, which it condemns, Be faithful; be 
ſtedfaſt; be immovable. Jeſus Chriſt is not yea 


and nay, but the ſame yeſterday, and to-day, and 


for ever. To ſee Chriſtians grown into years, and 


covered with gray hairs, wheeling about, and, like 


children, toſſed to and fre with every wind, run- 
ning from party to party, though a common, is 
an unſeemly fight. Be not ye carried about with 
diverſe and ſtrange dofrines ; for it is a good thing 
* Pal, alv. 1. + Mark, viii. 38. 

5 | that 
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that the heart be eftabliſhed with grace *. Thirdly, 
Whatſoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jeſus. Are you acquainted with 


this form of ſpeaking and acting? To our accept- 


ance his name is indiſpenſably neceſſary. No 
word, nor deed, that is not ſpoken, or done, in 
the name of Chriſt, pleaſes God. Pray. in the 
name of Chriſt z praiſe in his name, and hear in 
his name. Walking in it, is among the deſcrip- 
tions and promiſes of a godly converſation : I will 
ftrengthen them in the Lord; and they ſhall walk up 
and down in his name, faith the Lord f. Reſolutions 
to walk in it are formed and executed according- 
ly. For all people will walk every one in the name 
of his god, and we will walk in the name of the Lord 
our God for ever and ever t. Fourthly, Remember 
his name. 'The beſt defence will be found in it 
againſt theſe reſtleſs enemies of our peace and com- 
fort, deſponding and vexing thoughts, A man 
who had been often troubled with them, relieved 
himſelf by this expedient : I remembered thy judge- 
ments of old, and have comforted myſelf. I have re- 
membered thy name, O Lord, in the night || When 
ye work, remember that Chriſt is the glory of your 
ſtrength: When ye fight, remember that Chriſt is 
the captain of your ſalvation : When fin prevails, 


and teſtifies againſt you, remember that Chriſt is 


your propitiation and advocate: When ye hear 
the law ſaying, curſed is every one that continueth 
not in all things ; remember that Chriſt is the end 
of the law for righteouſneſs, and hath redeemed us 


from its curſe: When ye walk in darkneſs, re- 


member that Chriſt is the ſun of righteoutnels, and 

the light of the world : And, when ye ſhall come 

to the valley of the ſhadow of death, remember 

that Chriſt is the reſurrection and the life, and 

hath the keys of hell and of death. 

* Heb. xiii. 9. + Zech. x. 1. f Mic. iv. 5. || Pfal. cxix. 52. 12 
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This diſplay of the names of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and of his excellence, ſufficiency, and ſuit- 
ableneſs, ſhould collect and fix upon him every 
eye. But, alas! after all that is written, and ſpo- 
ken, and read, and heard of him, there have been, 
and there are men, who ſee not his beauty, and 
who deſpiſe his form. What ſhall we ſay? The 

of this world bath blinded et e minds of them 


who believe not. How great is that blindneſs which 


ſees-no glory, and perceives no excellence, in theſe 

everlaſting names, Lord, Jcius, Chriſt ' He who 
is, and will be, called by them, is to his people, 
and the world, all that they fignify. Upon appli- 
cations to the Cane eign, whom the law makes the 
fountain of honour, he grants his royal licence to 
take the name and bear the honours of ſuch a fa- 
mily. Jehovah, the fountain of our ſalvation-ho- 
nours, hath authoriſed his righteous and faithful 
ſervant to take and to bear a new name; a name 
that is above every name; a name which the mouth 
of the Lord hath named, and which will fill the 


heaven of heavens with unceaſing wonder and 


increaſing praiſe for ever and ever. With this 
remunerative name you are unacquainted. The 
deſcriptions of it, which beautify and impart dig- 
nity and glory to the Bible, appear to you dull and 
empty declamations. Look again into the Bible, 
O deſpiſer, and behold the light and energy with 


which the beautics and vixtucs of his new name are 


there expreſſed Thus it behoved Chriſt to ſuffer, 


and to riſe from the dead the third diy ; and that re- 
pentance and remiſſion of fins ſbould be preached in his 
name, among all nations, beginning at fer ufalem * 
His name, through faith in his name, hath made this 


man firong. whom ye fee and know f. By the name 


of Feſus Chrijt of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom 


| God raiſed from the dead, even by him doth this man 


Luke, zniv 46. 47. + Ads, in. 16, | 
and 


3 


in his 
lem * 
e this 
name 
whom 
man 


and 


SERMON I. 13 


fland here before you whale. Neither is there ſalvation 


in any other; for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men whereby we muſt be ſaved *. 
He humbled himſelf, and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the croſs 'Wherefore God alſo hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a name which is a- 
bove every name ; That in the name of Feſus every 
knee ſhould bow, of things in heaven, and things on 
earth, and things under the earth; And that every 
tongue ſhould confeſs, that Feſus Chriſt is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father f. Now theſe things were 
written, and theſe things are preached, that ye 
may believe that Feſus is the Chriſt the Son of God, 
and that believing ye may have life through his 
name | For God fo loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him 


Should not periſh, but have everlaſting life l. Ye 


may believe; for ye are called. Ye ſhould believe; 
for ye are commanded. Ye muſt believe; for there 
is no life but through his name. Hie that believeih 
en him is not condemned but he that believeth not is 
condemned already, becauſe he hath not believed in the 
only begotten Son F Cod. 

May the Holy Spirit, by the word, give you the 
knowledge, work in you the faith, and plant in 
you the love, of his blefled and glorious name; en- 
able you to confeſs, and preſerve you always from 
denying it. In his name ſhall the Gentiles truſt. 
Triumphant Saviour, they that know thy name will 
put their truſt in thee. From the rifing of the ſun, 
even unto the going down of the ſame, let thy glo- 
rious and everlaſting name be great among the Gen- 
tiles; and incenſe, and a pure vofering, in every 
place offered unte thy name; for thy name ſhall be 
great among the Heathen, and ſball endure for ever, 
faith the Lord of hoſts FF. Amen, and amen. 


Acts, iv. 10 13. + Phil ii. 8. 9. 10 11 þ John, xx. 31* 
Johan, wi. 46. „ John, iii. 18. tt Mal. i. 12, 
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SERMON II. 


ACTS, xv. 11. 


But we believe that, through the grace of the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, we ſhall be ſaved, even as they. 


THE grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is a neceſ- 

ſary and intereſting theme of meditation and 
diſcourſe. No opportunities or means of diſplay- 
ing its operations in our ſalvation, and of com- 
mending to finners its excellence and beauty, ſhould 
be neglected. In all that is written and ſpoken of 
it ſaints and finners are nearly intereſted. To his 
grace /aints are debtors for every thing they poſ- 
ſeſs now, and all they hope to inherit hereafter. 
Without his grace none can be ſaved: and, fince 


it reigns in falvation, and will not ſuffer works, as- 


its rivals, to come near the throne, knowledge of 
its adminiftration muſt be indiſpenſably neceflary to 
ſinners. 

The grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, though in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary, and univerſally intereſting, 
is a theme which, is not agreeable. to the general 
taſte of mankind. Natural men are its enemies, 
and never hear ſalvation aſcribed to it without diſ- 
guſt, To beat down high thoughts, which Scrip- 
ture hath raiſed, of its ſuperlative worth and un- 


rivalled excellence, great expence of words and 


ſounds has been laid out for puſhing forward 


moral virtue, or works of the law, to contend with 
the 
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SER MON II. 15 
the grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to divide 


with it the honour of ſalvation and eternal life. 

But vain are the enterpriſes of men. Where is 
the wiſe? where is the ſcribe? where is the diſpu- 
ter of this world ? hath not God made fooliſh the 
wiſdom of this world ? In ſpite of enemies, viſible 
and inviſible, the fame 'of the grace of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt is gone through the earth, heard in 
the ends of the world, and celebrated in ſhips and 
Hands of the ſea. Martyrs have ſung of it in dun- 
geons, ſealed it on ſcaffolds, and praiſed it in flames. 
By it priſons have been opened, chains and fetters 
knocked off, and captives ranſomed and ſet at li- 
berty. [Anointed and perfumed with it, ſynods 
and aſſemblies have framed edifying decrees, ter- 
minated controverſies in the manifeſtation of the 
truth, and filled churches with conſolation and joy. 
After a long and eager debate, Peter, who ſpake 
the faith of the apoſtles and elders, made this grave 
and honourable profeflion : But we believe that, 
through the grace of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, we' ſhall 
be ſaved; even as they. * 


The ſecond head of diſcourfe, which is the grace 
of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, comes now betore us. 
Laoking into this rich and extenfive- field, every 
thing beautiful and magnificent in ſacred imagery 
fills the eye with pleaſure and the heart with de- 
fire : New wine pouring down from mountains; 
milk flowing from hills; honey dropping from 
rocks; water drawn out of wells of ſalvation ; ri- 
vers of life clear as cryſtal; vines laden with 
grapes; the role of Sharon full blown; moun- - 
tains of myrrh; hills of frankincenſe; the tree of 
life in perfect verdure, and yielding fruit every 
month. Scripture, which opens the gate, and 
leads into this rich and aromatic garden, preſents 
the grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the following 
. B 2 conſiderations, 
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conſiderations, which ſaints will underſtand, be- 
lieve, admire, and praiſe; and by which ſinners 
may be reproved, corrected, and inſtructed. Grace 
given unto Chriſt ; — grace exerciſed by Chriſt ; — 
grace working in Chriſt ; — grace reigning by 
Chriſt ; — and grace flowing from Chriſt, 

Firſt, Grace given unto Chriſt, A Pfalm-writer, 
for the inſtruction of miniſters of the ancient ſanc- 
tuary, intending to diſplay the excellence and pre- 
ciouſneſs of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, makes this ad- 
_ dreſs to him: Thou art fairer than the children of 
men grace is poured into thy lips; therefore God 
hath bleſſed thee for ever *. Grace is poured into thy 
lips —what doth this mean? — Giving him the word 
of grace, and anointing him to preach it unto men. 
The doctrine of grace was given unto Chriſty or 
poured into his lips, and put into his heart. To 
the honour of his Father, this is acknowledged by 
himſelf: My doctrine is not mine, but his that ſent 
me r. The Father which ſent me, he gave me com- 
mandment, what I ſbould ſay, and what I ſbould 
ſpeak}. In the ſynagogue ef Nazareth, when he 
read and expounded his commiſſion from the pro- 
phecy of Iſaiah, the grace in his lips and in his 
words extorted a teſtimony from the hearers, 
though they were not well-affeted toward him. 
All bare him witneſs, and wondered at the gracious 
words which proceeded out of his mouth l. He preach- 
ed the word of grace, and preached it in a gracious 
manner. Officers ſent to apprehend him, ſtruck 
with the matter and manner of his diſcourſes, re- 
turned without him, and made this fingular apolo- 
gy for themſelves, Never man pale like this man *. 
In word, in manner, and in power, the doctrine 
of Chriſt diftered effentially from that which was 
commonly taught by the national preachers of his 


„ Pfal. xiv. 2. + John, vii. 16. $ John, xii. 49. 
Luke, iv. 22. John, vii. 46. 


day. 


a £4 CLAS TRL. oa as. a —_—— 


g E R MON i. 17 


day. The repreſentation of it in one of the Pfalms 
is beautiful and inſtructive > I have preached righte- 


ouſneſs in the great congregation : lo, I have not re- 


Frained my lips, O Lord, thou knoweft.” I have not 
J have de- 


hid thy righteouſneſs within my heart: 


clared thy faithfulneſs, and thy ſalvation : I have 


not concealed thy loving dne, and thy truth from | 


the great congregation *. 

' Secondly, Grace exerciſed by him. The Lord Je- 
fus Chriſt exerciſed grace in the higheſt and moſt 
perfect manner. He lived and died in the faith, 
truſting his Father for aſſiſtance, acceptance, and 
reward; and, for a joy which was ſet before him, 
he endured the croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame. He lo- 
ved the church, and gave himſelf for it; and ho- 
noured them who believed in him with his friend-- 
ſhip and affection. He ſhowed compaſſion to the 
miſerable, opening the eyes of the blind, healing 
the diſeaſes of the ſick, ſupplying the wants of the 
needy, feeding the hungry with bread, and preach- 
ing the goſpel to the poor. His meekneſs, and 
patience, and gentleneſs, O how exemplary ! The 
contradiction of finners never ruffled nor diſcom- 
poſed his mind, nor raifed his arm to inflict ven- 
geance. The indiſcretions of friends did not change 
his affections, nor provoke him to caſt them off. 
He humbled himſelf, that we might be exalted; and 
became poor, that we might be enriched. His zeal 
was a fire that burned all day long, without kind- 
ling the world, or conſuming his enemies. Appli- 
cation by two ſons of thunder for fire was repulſed 
and rebuked : Ye know not what manner of ſpirit ye 
are of; for the Son of man is not come to deſtroy mens 
lives, but to fave them f. To him who appointed 


him he was faithful unto death, and performed all 

his engagements, crying on the croſs, before he 

yielded up the ghoſt, It zs-finiſbed. He ſubmitted 
+ Luke, ix. 54. 55. 
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and reſigned himſelf to the pleaſure and will of the 


Father: O my Father, if it be poſſible, let this cup 


* paſs fram me : nevertheleſs, not as 1 will, but as 


thau wilt. O my Father, if this cup may not paſs 


from me except I drink it, thy will be done. He 


pleaſed not himſelf, ſought not his own honour, 
did not his own will. Referring to the glory of the 


Father every thing either ſpoken or done, he en- 


tered on his ſufferings with this ſolemn profeſſion, 
J have glorified thee on earth, I have finiſhed the 
work: which thou gaveſt me to do. What {ſhall we 
Jay to theſe things? Ye who have received abun- 
dance of grace, behold a pattern of exerciſe ; the 
pattern in which nothing is ſuperfluous, nothing 
defective, nothing exceptionable. Follow, O fol- 


low this pattern in your exerciſe and conduct. The 


Lord Jeſus was Paul's example: Be ye followers of 
me, even as 1 alſo am of Chriſt. Follow him in faith 
and love; in gentleneſs and compaſſion ; in meek- 
neſs and patience; in zeal and faithfulneſs ; in hu- 
mility and ſelf-denial; in ſubmiſſion and reſigna- 
tion. Chriſt is exemplary in all; and in all per- 
fect. Perfection is out of our reach, but we may 
riſe higher and come nearer it than we are at pre- 
ſent; and the nearer we approach to perfection, 
our likeneſs to Chriſt will be more expreſſive; and 
likeneſs to Chriſt, increaſing, as it advances in the 
Xerciſe cf grace, is preparation and meetneſs for 
holding and enjoying his glory. 

Thirdly, Grace working in Chriſt. In this con- 
fderation are truths which command the faith 
and admiration of his people; and the paſſages of 
Scripture in which theſe are revealed, ſmell ſtrong- 


er and {ſweeter than beds of ſpices and lilies drop- 


ping ſweet-ſmelling myrrh. Grace wrought in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and moved engagements with 
his Father, for delivering, to the praiſe of his glo- 
ry, a ſelect body of mankind out of the ſtate of 
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fin and miſery; and, through ſanctification of the 
Spirit and belief of the truth, bringing them to 
lite, and honour, and immortality. The opera- 


tion of his grace and love is early, and cannot be 


antedated, Before his ele& were born, before the 
heavens were ſpread out, before the mountains 
were brought forth, or the foundation of the earth 


was laid, the grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt was in 


motion and operation. Thy goings forth, O thou 
who art altogether lovely and gracious, have been 
from of old from everlaſting *. — Grace wrought; 
and made a diſcovery of Chriſt in paradiſe, to man 
fallen into fin and miſery. The ſeed of the wo- 
man ſhall bruiſe the head of the ſerpent, are words 
which, like him of whom they were ſpoken, are 
full of grace and truth. How pleaſant was the 
dawning of the day of grace, when it appeared like 
a morning ſpread upon the mountains ! and how 
glorious was the riſing of the ſun of righteouſneſs, 
whoſe beams, breaking through the clouds collect- 


ed over the world, fell upon the ſpot where the of- 


fence entered and abounded, and where the enemy 
tempted, deſtroyed, and trrumphed | Alleluia, ſal- 
vation to our God which fitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb. Inconceivable were the re- 
Joicings of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt on that day, be- 


fore his Father, in the habitable parts of bis earth; 
and the delights which he felt with the ſons of 


men. — Grace wrought; and ſet forth prefigura- 
tions of itſelf, which, though vails and ſhadows, 
were true repreſentations of the unſearchable riches 
and fulneſs of Chriſt. Altars and ſacrifices, the 
ark, the mercyſeat, the tabernacle, the temple, 
the cherubim of glory with their wings, were they 
uſeleſs and pompous lumber? No. Theſe holy 
things were viſible and material grace; ſenfible ex- 
hibitions of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who was then, 
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what he is now, and will be for ever, the only be- 
gotten of the Father, and full of grace and truth. 

— Grace wrought ; and anointed prophets to fore- 
tel and preach the grace that ſhould be brought un- 
to us, at the revelation and manifeſtation of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt in our nature. How fluently 


and warmly did theſe holy men ſpeak ; how copi- 


ouſly and correctly did they write; and how feel- 
ingly and clearly did they teſtify of Chriſt, and the 
exceeding riches of his grace! Of which ſalvation the 
prophets have enquired, and'ſearched diligently, who 


- prophefied of the grace that ſhould come unto you ; 


\ 


Searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit. 


of Chriſt, who was in them, did ſignify, when he teſ= 


tified before hand the ſufferings of Chriſt, and the glo- 


ry that ſhould follow. - Unto whom it was revealed, 
that not unto themſelves, but unto us, they did mini- 
ner the things which are now reported unto. you, by 
them who have preached the goſpel unto you, with 
the Holy Ghoſt ſent down from heaven *. — Grace 
wrought; and brought him forth in the fulneſs of 
time, made under the law, to redeem them that 
were under the law, that we might receive the ad- 
option of ſons. Look to him in the manger, 
wrapped in ſwaddling clothes; and behold his 


grace. Look to him in Jordan, where he was 


baptized; and behold him full of grace and truth. 
Behold him in the wilderneſs, where he was tempt- 
ed; and admire his grace. Behold him on the 
mountains of Iſrael, offering up prayers and ſup- 
plications, with ſtrong crying and tears; and praiſe 
his grace. ' Behold him feeding the hungry and 
raiſing the dead, treading on the waves of the ſea, 
and, in the likeneſs of a country-man, travelling 
from village to village, healing the fick, caſting 
out devils, and preaching the goſpel to the poor; 
behold him ſweating in Gethſemane, mocked in the 


Pet. i. 10. 11. 23 


place. 
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place of judgement, buffeted, ſcourged, crowned 
with thorns, nailed to a tree, crucified on Calv 

and riling on the third day through the blood of 
the everlaſting covenant; and believe and com- 
mend the grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. — Grace 
wrought when he afcended, and ſhed down the 
Holy Ghoſt. By the gifts. which Chriſt received 
for men, and the grace which he communicated 


to them, apoſtles and miniſters of the New Teſta- 
ment were qualified for operations among his ene-. 


mies, of which the exceeding riches of his grace 
had all the merit of ſucceſs and victory. With 
theſe arms, the fiſhermen of Galilee aſlailed bold» 
ly and ſucceſsfully the fortreſſes of error and ido- 
latryz and brought in captives by tens, and by 
fifties, and by hundreds, and by thouſands, to the 


knowledge and love of the truth, to the faith and 


obedience of Chriſt. So ſtrong were their convice 
tions, that it was by the power. of his grace they 
conquered and triumphed ; that they uſed the 
term grace in great latitude, and took from it a 
deſignation to their office, calling it this grace : To 


me, ſaith Paul, who am leſs than the leaſt of all 


ſaints, is this grace given, that I ſbauld preach a- 
mong the Gentiles the unſearchable riches of Chrift *. 

Great was that day of Jezreel, in which the ſound 
and the fame of the operations of grace in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt went abroad; and, from the de- 
ſerts of Arabia, the cities of Aſia, and the iſlands 
of Greece; from the wilds of Illyricum, the plains 
of Babylon, and even the hills of Rome, raifed 
ſongs, Now ts came ſalvation and firength, and the 
kingdom of our God, and the power of his Chrift, —= 
. is ſtill working; and giving gifts, qualifying 
men to preach Chriſt, for the perfecting of the 
ſaints, and the edifying of his body, Nor will the 
— of grace in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt deter. 

* Epb. iii. 8. 
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mine and ceaſe, till we all come, in the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the Sonwof God, 
unto a perfect man, unto the meaſure of the ſta- 
ture of the fulneſs of Chriſt. Nay rather, theſe 
operations ſhall never ceaſe, but be prolonged be- 
yond the end of time, and lengthened out as the 
days of eternity. | (+ 

Fourthly, Grace abounding and reigning by bim. 


ere fin abounded, ſaith Scripture, grace did much 


more abound ; That as fin hath reigned unto. death, 


even ſo might grace reign through righteouſneſs unto 


eternal life, by Feſus Chriſt our Lord *. Abounding 
and reigning are ſtrong words. What do the 
mean?” Abundance of grace; and the porter and 
ſplendour. of that abundance. © By the Lord. Jeſus 
Chriſt, there is an abundance of grace to ſatisfy 


and ſupply all our need. He hath grace, and a 


fulneſs of grace. All in his fulneſs is grace; and 
all grace is in his fulneſs; and all that is recei- 
ved out of his fulneſs is grace. We are not play- 
ing upon words, nor amuſing men with varia- 
tions of ſound. Chriſtians in deed and in truth, 
ye know that theſe things are ſo. Righteouſneſs, 
which juſtifies you, is in his fulneſs; and this is 
grace. Adoption, which makes you ſons and 
Heirs, is in his fulneſs; and this is grace. Hol 
neſs,” which beautifies you, is in his fulneſs; and 
this is grace. Power, which preſerves you, is in 
his fulneſs; and this is grace. Victory, in which 


vou conquer, is in his fulneſs; and this is grace. 


Redemption, which having bought you up from 


the curſe, will ranſom you from the grave, is in 


his fulneſs; and this is grace. Eternal life, which 
is your inheritance and your hope, is in his ful- 


neſs; and this is grace. Grace abounding by Jeſus 


Chriſt, not only reinſtates ſinners in honours for- 
feited and loſt by diſobedience, but raiſes them in- 


bo Rom, V. 30. 31. 


conceivably 
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conceivably higher, and places them nearer God, 
than they could have come by the commandment 
which was ordained to life. For if by one man's . 
fence death reigned by one ; much more they who re- 
ceive abundance of grace, and of the gift of righte- 
ouſneſs, ſhall, not ſimply live, but reign in life by 
one Feſus Chriſt *. I am come, faith he, that. they 
might have life, and have it more abundantly . 
By the Lord Jeſus Chriſt the power of grace exerts 
itſelf, and triumphs in our redemption and ſalva- 
tion. From grace, motives and means derive ef- 
ficacy and ſucceſs. Through it, the word is mighty 
to carry and demoliſh ſtrong-holds, where his e- 
lect have entrenched themſelves; to overcome their 
reſiſtance ; and to perſuade, allure, determine, and 
enable them to ſurrender and ſubmit themſelves to 
his reign, Unleſs Chriſt had interpoſed, fin, and 
death would have reigned without controul, and 
without end. But, through his righteouſneſs, theſe 
are both deſtroyed ; and grace riſes to the dignity - 
of a ſovereign and reigning power, and gives effi- 
cacy to inſtitutions, for the complete and everlaſt- 
ing ſalvation of his people. Amazing ſyſtem ! 
Sing, O heavens; be joyful, O earth; break forth 
into ſinging, ye mountains, O foreſt, and every tree 
therein. — The ſplendhur of grace is by the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. Grace is not ſeated in the throne, 
nor inveſted with the majeſty and ſtate of a reign= 
ing power, by illegal and clandeſtine means. The 
honour and holineſs of the law of works are diſ- 
played and eſtabliſhed in its aſcent. By a flight of 
ſteps, which magnifies and makes the law honour- 
able, and which, with every ſolemnity, ſatisfies 
and glorifies the juſtice of heaven, grace aſcended 
the throne, where, through righteouſneſs, it reigns 
unto eternal life by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Chrifs 
was made fin for us, that, to the praiſe of the glory 
: Rom. v. 17, + John, x. 10. 
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of his grace, we might be made the righteouſneſs of 


God in him. Chriſt hath redeemed us from the curſe 


of the law, being made a curſe for us; and ts the 
end of the law for rigbteuſneſs to every one that be- 


lieveth t. Being juſtified freely by his grace, through 


the redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus: Whom God 


hath ſet forth a propitiation, through faith in his 


blood, to declare his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of 


fins that are paſt. through the forbearance of God ; 


To declare, I ſay, at this time his righteouſneſs ; that 
he might be juſt, and the juftifier of him which belie- 
veth in Feſus . 1 

, Fifthly, Grace flowing from him. The Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt is the glorious receiver of grace It plea- 
ſed the Father that a fulneſs of it ſhould dwell in 
him; and dwell in him for this very purpoſe, that 
it might be honourably and ſeaſonably communica- 
ted. All that flows out of his fulneſs is grace. The 
word was made fleſh and dwelt among us, full of 


grace and truth; and of his fulneſs have all we re- 


ceived, and grace for grace»: for grace and truth 
came by Jeſus Chriſt. From the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
to his ele& and redeemed, flows a broad and never- 
failing ſtream of grace, which the cold of winter 
cannot freeze, -nor the heat of fummer dry up. In 
its courſe it receives deſignations from effects; and 
is called enlightening grace, juſtifying grace, ſanc- 


tifying grace, quickening grace, comforting grace, 


ſealing and capfirming grace. But all is grace of 
the ſame fulneſs; or water of the ſame river, which 
is ſweeter than the brooks. of honey, and more pre- 
ciqgs than the rivers of oil. Eternal life, the ſum- 
total of gracious communications, is grace which 
was given us in Chriſt before the world began, and 
grace that 1s to be brought unto us at the revelation 
of Jeſus Chriſt. F any man thirſt, ye know who is 

*.2 Cor. v. 22, + Gal. iii 13 

+ Rom. x. 4, | Rom. iii. 24. 25. 26. 


crying, 
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crying, let him come unto me, and drink. He that 
believeth on me, as the ſeripture hath ſaid, out . bis 


belly ſball flow rivers of living water *. 
Prom the account we have given of the grace'of 


the Lord Jeſus Chrift, its excellence, ſuitableneſs, 


freeneſs, and fufficiency, are apparent. Firſt, [ts 
excellence. Compared with it all things are but loſs 
in the eſtimation of his people, who aſcribe to 
grace, the fame and glory of every thing in them 
that is excellent and worthy of praiſe. Are they 
clothed with -righteouſnefs, through which grace 
reigns? the grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt wrought 
it, and put it on them. Are they children and heirs 
of God? his grace raiſed them to the honour of 
fons and daughters. Are they conformed to the 
image of his Son? his grace drew the lineaments, 
and gave their likeneſs all its poliſh. Are they fup- 
ported ? his grace ſtrengthens and upholds them. 
Are they conquerors? his grace defeats the ene- 
my and wins the victory. Since things are fo, 
their exercife, which is diſtinguiſhing and peculiar 
to themſelves, is exerciſe of grace. Praifing, ad- 
miring, extolling the grace of the Lord Jefus 
Chriſt; truſting, hoping, rejoicing, boaſting, and 
triumphing in his grace, are recreations in which 
they delight; amuſements by which they divert or 
fray away deſponding and vexing thoughts, theſe 
vultures and tormentors of the ſoul; reaſonable ſer- 
vices with which they glorify him who loved them, 
and gave bimſelf for them; and inſtituted means of 
receiving and enjoying anointings of the Spirit, 
which are indiſpenfably neceffary in the way of ho- 
linefs. Secondly, The /uitableneſt of the grace of 
the Lord Jcſus Chriſt. When he was ſer up and 
furatthed from everlaſting, their neceſſities who 
were to be ſaved were foreſeen, and provifion made 
for them in his fulneſs. His grace bath in it all 
* John, vii. 27. 38. 3 ö 
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the powers of redeeming, calling, quickening, juſ- 


tfying, ſanctifying, and ſaving. Are ye without 
life ? the grace of the Lord Jeſus Chrift hath the 
power of quickening and raiſing the dead. Are ye 


without light. his grace hath the power of en- 


lightening the eyes of the underſtanding, and gi- 
ving ſight to the blind. Are ye without righteouſ- 
neſs? his grace hath the power of making you the 
righteouſneſs of God in him. Are ye without ho- 
lineſs ? his grace hath the power of waſhing and 
ſanctifying you. Be the circumſtances of his people 
ever ſo diverſified, his grace is ſuited to them. Are 
they in adverſity ? it will keep them truſting : are 
they in proſperity ? it will keep them humble: are 
they in fire? it will preſerve them from burning : 
are they in water? it will preſerve them from 
drowning. Poor natural man ! this is all too high 
for thee. Are they hungry? .it will feed them: 
are they thirſty? it will refreſh them: are they 
cold? it will warm them: or fick? it will heal 
them: or weak? it will ſtrengthen them: or poor? 
it will enrich them. Thirdly, 'The freeneſs of the 
grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Believe and con- 
feſs its freeneſs. Were it not tree, it could not an- 
ſwer your neceſſities; for you have neither money 
nor merit. Freeneſs is eſſential to grace. That 
which is not free may be good; but it cannot be 
grace. Scripture always ſuppoſeth, and, becauſe 
we are naturally fond of merit, ſometimes expreſs- 
eth freedom in grace: Being juſtified freely by his 
grace. To the grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt we 
have free and ready acceſs; and are exhorted to 
take freely, or buy without money: Wheoſeever will, 


t him take the water of life freely. Behold it 
abounding in Corinth, where fin abounded. The 
moſt diſſolute in that diſſolute city, bought with- 
out money, or took freely the water of life; and 


© the monſtrous filthineſs which the river, w. en 
it 
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it broke in among them, ſwept away: Such were 
ſome of you ; but ye are waſhed, but ye are juſtified, 
but ye are ſanctiſied in the name of the Lord Feſus, 
and by the Spirit of our God. Rich! reigning! tri- 
umphant grace! Fourthly, The ſufficiency of the 
grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt Jo this his own: 
teſtimony is expreſs: My grace is ſufficient for thee. 
Paul believed it, and triumphed; and ſo ought we. 
No burden is ſo heavy, but his grace is ſufficient to 
ſuſtain; no temptation ſo violent, but his grace is 
ſufficient to refiſt; no work ſo difficult, but his 
grace is ſufficient to perform; no corruption ſo 
malignant, but his grace is ſufficient to mortify 3 
no enemy ſo ſtrong, but his grace is ſufficient to 
overcome; no heart fo hard, but his grace is ſuf- 
ficient to ſoften; no plague ſo inveterate, but his 
grace is ſufficient to heal; no ſtain ſo deep, but his 
grace is ſufficient to take out. Believers, ye know 
the grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and that theſe 
are its praiſes. The preciouſneſs of Chriſt to them 
that believe, words are not fufficient to expreſs» 
Bundles of myrrh, and cluſters of camphire, and 
beds of ſpices in the aromatic gardens of the eaſt; 
the gold of Havilah, the beryh, the ſapphire; the 
pillars of marble, the glory of Lebanon, and the 
temple of Solomon, are efforts of language to paint 
his beauty, to expreſs his worth, and to articulate 
his praiſe. Many beauties are worthy of admira- 
tion, and entitled to praiſe ; but. the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt is the chiefeſt among ten thouſand, and ex- 
celleth them all. Caſt your eyes, ye that have eyes; 
caſt them backward and forward, from everlaſting 


to everlaſting: conſider him who was, and is, and 


1s to come: behold him in the boſom of the Father, 
and the bowels of a woman; in the form of God, 
and the fathion of man : look at him in the manger, 
where he lay; the garden, where he was in an ago» 
ny; the hall, where he was condemned; the croſs, 
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where he died; the ſepulchre, where he ſleeped; 
and the throne, in the midſt of which he at this 


moment liveth, and. fitteth, and reigneth. After 


a ſurvey of an object of contemplation and com- 
placency ſo amazing and diverſified, you will ſettle 
where eloquence of wiſdom and excellency of 
ſpeech ended: Tea, he is altogether lovely. 

A perſon immenſely great, inexpreſſibly beauti- 
ful, inconceivably precious, and, with reſpect to 
the deareſt intereſts of men, indiſpenſably neceſſa- 


ry; a perſon whoſe works are meritorious, whoſe 


ſufferings are ſatisfaftory, whoſe riches are un- 


ſearchable, whoſe fulneſs is inexhauſtible, whoſe 


love paſſeth knowledge, and whoſe memorial is 
from generation to generation; ſhould, we think, 
draw upon himſelf every eye, and fix upon himſelf 
every heart. Alas! it is not ſo. Selt-intereſt, an 
inſtinctive, and, in affairs of this life, a command- 
ing power, with reſpect to the things of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, is diſmounted, enervated, perverted by 
the fleſh, the world, and the devil. When the 
Lord our righteouſneſs is ſet forth in the glory of 
his Godhead, and the beauty of his office, and 
ſummons given, Lot unto me, and be ye ſaved, all 
the ends of the earth, multitudes, multitudes cloſe 
their eyes, and hide their face; turn the back, and 
go away. A certain man made a great ſupper, and 
bade many; and ſent his ſervants at ſupper-time to 
fay to them that were bidden, Come; for all things 
are now ready. And they all with one conſent be- 
gan to make excuſe. The firſt ſaid unto him, I 
have bought a piece of ground, and I muſt needs 
go and ſee it; J pray thee have me excuſed. And 
another ſaid, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and 
I go to prove them; | pray thee have me excuſed. 
And another ſaid, I have married a wife; and 
therefore I cannot come. So that ſervant came, 
and ſhewed his lord theſe things. Then the * 
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of the houſe, being angry, ſaid to his ſervant, Go 
out quickly in: the ſtreets and lanes of the city, 


and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and 
the halt, and the: blind. And the ſerwant ſaid, 
Lord, it is done as thou haſt commanded, and yet 
there is room. And the Lord ſaid unto the ſer- 
vant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and 
compel them to come in, that my houfe may be 
filled. For, I ſay unto you, that none of thoſg 
men which were bidden ſhall taſte of my ſupper. 
Behold the goodneſs, and ſeverity; the grace, ang 
juſtice, of the Maſter of the houſe ! 

Deſpiſers and refuſers of the grace of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, your fituation is alarming ; and all 
that have received it are in pain for your ſouls. 
The evening of life, which is not diſtant, will be 
the evening of your day of grace and means. What 


is to follow? Conſequences awfully ſerious. The 


fulneſs of Chriſt, which is now open, will be ſhut 
up; and the door of faith, at which ye now refuſe 
to enter, barred. againſt you for ever. When once 
the maſter of the houſe is riſen up, and hath ſhut 
to the door; and ye begin to ſtand without, and to 
knock at the door, ſaying, Lord, Lord, open un- 
to us; and he ſhall anſwer and ſay unto-you, I 
know you not whence you are: Then ſhall ye be- 
gin to ſay, We have eaten and drunk in thy pre- 
lence, and thou haſt. taught in our ſtreets. But he 
ſhall ſay, 1 tell you, I know you not whence. you 
are; depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity. 


Bring forth the blind people, that have eyes; and 


the deaf, that have ears. Hear, ye deaf; and 
look, ye blind, that ye may ſee Is the perſon of 
Chriſt, in your ſentiments, ſtill without glory, his 
office without form, and his grace without preci- 
ouſneſs ? Is his righteouſneſs no ground of truſt, 
his love no ſubject of praiſe, nor the day of his 
wrath an object of appr chenfion and terror? What 
C 3 blindneſs ! 
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blindneſs ! what hardneſs! But if our goſpel be 
hid, it is hid to them that are loſt: In whom the 
god of this world hath blinded the minds of them 
that believe not, leſt the light of the glorious goſ- 
pet of Chriſt, who is the image of God, ſhouid 
thine unto them. The ſun of righteouſneſs, who 
is the light of the world, is ſhining; and you are 
living in darkneſs, and will not open your eyes to 
behold him. Your ſentiments concerning fin and 
holinefs, law and goſpel, works and grace, God 
and Chriſt, are all erroneous; and a total change, 
in ſentiment and conduct, muſt be effected, or you 
are loſt for ever. O blind and deluded creature, 
fit down to the Bible. All that is written of the 
perſon, and office, and grace of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt is true, and written for your learning. That 
eternal life is given in him to men, is the record of 
God. Thouſands have believed it a faithful ſaying, 
and worthy of all acceptation. Before rejecting the 


faith of God's elect, and ſigning a diſſent, read, re- 


confider, and examine. And, while you read, 

may God, who commanded the light to ſhine out 
of darkneſs, ſhine in your hearts, to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face 
of Jeſus Chriſt. This will bring on a change of 
ſentiment and conduct; and unite you in the faith 


with them, who believed and profcfied, that, 


through the grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, they 
would be faved. Amen. 


SER» 
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ACTS, xv. 11. 


But we believe that, through the grace of the Lord 
' Feſus Chriſt, we ſhall be ſaved, even as they. 


1* the ſacred diale&, ſalvation is a term which 


hath been long uſed. With it Job and Jacob 
ſolemniſed their devotions. He alſo ſhall be my ſal» 
vation, ſaid the former, in circumſtances apparent- 
ly hopeleſs, The latter, on his death-bed, makes 
this profeſſion, I have waited for thy ſalvation, O 
Lord. Moſes uſed it at the Red ſea and in the land 
of Moab In one of the darkeſt periods it was re- 
vived by the mother of Samuel; and, from the dap 
in which the Holy Ghoſt put the pen into the hand 
of David, few terms are ſo frequently uſed. Word 
of ſalvation, way of falvation, work of ſalvation, 
wells of ſalvation, voice of ſalvation, cup of fal« 
vation, day of falvation, God of ſalvation, joy of 
ſalvation, hope of ſalvation, helmet of ſalvation, 
ſhield of falvation, rock of ſalvation, Captain of 
ſalvation, chariots of ſalvation, tower of ſalvation, 
garments of ſalvation, horn of ſalvation, goſpel of 
{alvation, are modes of expreflion which raiſe and 
beautify the ſtyle of Inſpiration, and give ſerious 
readers freſh and ever-flowing joy. 

Unto the periſhing and the loft, ſalvation is good 
news. Few, notwithſtanding, believe them. The. 
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moſt part hear them as if they were untrue; or as 
perſons who have no concern in their truth. Sal- 
vation is revealed, as a truth to be believed ; and 


brought near, as a gift to be received The com- 


mand to believe, and the invitation to receive, are 
of the ſame extent; and both are expreſſed in uni- 
verſal terms. It is, therefore, extremely affecting 
to the ſerious, and deeply regretted by them every 
day, that the command to believe is not obeyed, 
and the invitation to receive not accepted, by all 
who are honoured with the latter, and bound by 
the former. 

The report of ſalvation, however, hath been, 
and will be believed, and the gift of it received by 


as many as were ordained to eternal life. When 


the apoſtles and elders were afſembled at Jeruſa- 
lem, Peter concluded his ſpeech with this grave 
and ſolemn profeſſion, which was the faith of the 
whole church, We believe that, through the grace 
the Lord Tefus Chriſt, we Fouls be "Oey even. as 
they. 


The third head of diſcourfe is now to come un- 
der confideration. After a diſplay of the grace, 
and of the name of our Saviour, it is of eſſential 
importance to our intereſt, to have clear and ex- 
tenfive views of the nature of that ſalvation which 
is through his grace and name. In order that ye 


may apprehend- this more clearly. and extenfively, 


we ſhall. ſet before you. its deſignations, bleſſings, 
means, and medium; and, while we ſpeak and 
hear, may the Spirit of the Lord work mightily, 
and enable us to underſtand. and believe what we 
3 and hear. a 
We ſhall begin with the deſignations; Theſe ane 
numerous; and open wells, out of which the 
thirſty draw water and receive inſtruction with joy, 
Salvation is deſigned /ife. By the. entrance of _ 
WAIC 
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which is the tranſgrefiion of the law, life was for. 
feited and loſt, Sin reigned and reigns, and will 
reign unto death. By the curſe, which denounces 


death upon every tranſgreſſor, the entail in the 


commandmeat ordained to life is cut off. But, faith 
our Saviour, I am come that they might have life, 
and have it more abundantly. Tree of life, bread 
of life, water of life; reſurrection and life, are de- 
ſcriptions of him, with reference to this great and 
comprehenſive blefling z and, ro expreſs more 
ſtrongly his efficiency in procuring it for us, be- 
ſtowing it upon us, and maintaining it in us, he is 
called our lie. The lite which Chriſt is to his 
people, is not ſimply living with him, but reigning 
in life by him ; nor is it reigning a number of years, 
greater or ſmaller. Of the years of his reign in 
life, and of their reign in life, there ſhall be no 
end. In hope of eternal life, which God who cannot 
lie promiſed before the world began. — Salvation is 
deſigned redemption. In both Teſtaments, Scrip- 
ture holds up this conſideration of it to the world. 
With the Lord there is plenteous redemption ; and he 
will redeem lfrael from all his iniquities *®. God ſent 
forth tis Son, to redeem them that were under the 


law +. Chrift hath redeemed us from the curſe of the 


law tf. In whom we have redemption through his 
bload, even the forgiveneſs of fins}. Fix the eye, O 
hearers, on this object of contemplation and de- 
fire. Turn it round and round. View it on every 


fide. Redemption from the curſe ; redemption 


from iniquity ; redemption from death; redemp- 
tion through blood more precious than gold, and 
by power which no enemy can reſiſt! Is the eye 
of the underſtanding fixing, and the thoughts of 
the heart collecting and dwelling on this beautiful 
and alluring defignation of our ſalvation? In prai- 
fing it, ſpirits of juſt men employ their harps ;. and 
Pfal. exxx. 7. 8. f Gal. iv. 4. f Gal. ili. 13. | Eph. i. 7. 
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fing, & heavens ; be joyful, O earth ; break forth in- 


to finging, ye mountains, O foreſt, and every tree 
therein; for the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glo- 
rificd himſelf in Iſrael *. — Salvation is defigned de- 

erance. Speaking of Jeſus to the I'heffalonians, 
the apoſtle faith, Who delivered us from the wrath 
to come ; and of the Father to the Coloflians, Who 
hath delivered us from the power of darkneſs, and 


tranſlated us into the kingdom of his dear Son. In 


the beginning of the golpel of Luke, the term de- 
livered is uſed by Zacharias z That we, being deliver- 
ed out of the hands of our enemies, might ſerve him, 


without fear, in holineſs and righteouſneſs before him, 


all the days of our life: And Joel, propheſying of 
the ſame great ſalvation, uſes the ſame expreflive 


term, Whoſoever fball call on the name of the Lord 
ſhall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Feruſa- 


lem ſhall be deliverance, as the Lord hath ſaid, and 
in the remnant whom the i ord ſball call. Glorious 
deliverance! deliverance from Satan, the worſt and 


ſtrongeſt enemy; from fin, the greateſt and moſt 


pernicious evil; from this preſent world, the ſcat 
and throne of ſlavery ; and from wrath. to come, 
the eſſence of everlaiting miſery ! — But the deſig- 
nation of this great and comprehenſive, bleſſing 
moſt commonly uſed, is /alvation; a term, in this 
application of it, derived from the name and office 


of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : 7 hou alt call his name 
Jeſus for he ſhall ſave his people from their fins. Yo 


ſave that which is loſt, is acknowledged by himſelf 


to be the intention of his coming into the world. 


The plan of this ſalvation, which had been laid in 
the heaven from everlaſting, was hid in God, till 
a diicovery of it was made -in paradiſe, where the 
man finned, and by his diſobedience made us fin- 
ners. Upon the promiſe of the feed of the wo- 
man, __ ot ſalvation reſted. Abraham ſaw the 
| Ila, zhiv. 23. 
day 
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day of Chriſt; Jacob waited, and David longed 
for ſalvation : Prophets enquired diligently ; Sime- 
on ſaw with' his eyes, and wiſhed to die with the 
author of ſalvation in his arms. 'The knowledge 
of it was long confined to Iſrael: but, ſoon after 
Chriſt ſat down on the right-hand of God, Gen- 
tiles were enriched with this knowledge; and now 
all the ends of the earth have ſeen the ſalvation of 
our God.— [his falvation is everlaſting : Iſrael ſhall 
be ſaved in the Lord with an everlaſting ſalvation “. 
The plan was laid, and the Saviour fet up; the 
perſons were choſen, the means appointed, and 
the kingdom prepared before the mountains were 
ſettled, or the hills brought forth : and, after the 
mountains are departed and the hills-removed, fal- 


vation will be a ſhining monument of divine wife 


dom and love, and add ſplendour unto the glory 


of eternity. Lift up your eyes unto the heavens, and 


look upon the earth beneath: for the heavens ſhall 
vaniſh away like ſmoke, and the earth ſhall wax old 
like a garment, and they who dwell therein ſhall die 
like the inle&: but my ſalvation ſhall be for ever, 
and my righteouſneſs ſhall not be aboliſbed +. — This 
ſalvation is great. How ſbull we eſcape if we neglect 
fo great ſalvation, which at the firſt began to be ſpo- 
hen by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them 
that heard him #? The evils from which ſalvation de- 


livers are great and numerous; the bleflings which 


it beſtows are great and valuable; the promiſes 
in which it is made known and brought near, are 
great and precious; the price which purchaſed it is 
great and coſtly; the power which applies it is 
great and gracious ; and the author and finiſher of 
it is the great God our Saviour. — This ſalvation 
is complete. In no part is it defective; and nothing 
in it is ſuperfluous and redundant: Te are complete 
in him who is the head of all principality and power || 
If. lv, ty. f I. li. 6. 4 Heb. ii. 3. J Col. ii. 10. 
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In Chriſt all who believe are completely juſtified 
and by him they will be completely ſandiified. 
When they ſhall be completely ſanctified, _ 
vation will be completed Salvation, in every 
fideration, is adapted to the miſeries and — 
of periſhing men; and is a mean perfectly fitted to 
its end. The Lord Jeſus, who has accompliſhed 
it, is inveſted with offices, relations, and powers, 
and of God made unto us wiſdom, and righteouf- 
neſs, and ſanctification, and redemption. In him 
we are filled with all the fulnefs of G. — This ſal- 
vation is free. We are ſaved by grace, and through 
grace, and to the praiſe of the glory of grace. The 
great object in the contemplation of divine wiſdom 
and love, when the plan of ſalvation was concert- 
ed, and the means of executing it were appointed, 
was the demanſtration of the exceeding riches of his 
grace, in his kindneſs tewards us through Chriſt 
SF 
3 bleſſings in falvation. The bieſings 
are excellent and precious. Salvation through the 
grace of the Lord Jefus Chriſt is a tree of lite and 
knowledge; and all its fruit is pleaſant to the eye, 
nourifhing to the ſoul, and much to be defired to 
make the fooliſh wiſe. Looking up to it, the A- 
h le breaks forth into this ſolemn thankſgiving, 
Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord Fefus Chriſt, 
who hath ble ſſed us with all ſpiritual blefſmgs f. As 
the bleflings in ſalvation are among the riches of 
Chriſt, and highly eſteemed by his people, the fol- 
lowing collection of theſe, though it be incomplete, 
is worthy of attention. Union with Chriſt in effec- 
cual calling Betrothed, eſpouſed, married, joined 
to the Lord, are metaphors and expreſſions of a 
ſpiritual connection or union, which is known and 
believed to be real, firm, and indiſſolvable And 1 
will betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, I will be. 


* Eph, ii. 1. f Epb. f. 7 f Epb. 1 3. 
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troth thee unto me in righteouſneſs, and in judgement, - 


and in loving kindneſs, and in mercies. I will even 
Boetroth thee unto me in faithfulneſs and thon | ſhalt 
know the Lord *.. Wherefore, my brethren, ye alſo 
are become dead to. the law, by the body of Chrift; 
that ye fbould be married to another, even ts him who 
is raiſed from the dead, that we ſbould bring forth 
fruit unto Cad ꝶ. Pardon. Bleſſed is he whoſe tranſ- 
grefſion. is forgiven, whoſe fin is covered. Bleſſed is 
the man unto whom the Bord imputeth not iniquity f. 
Senſible. of its value, and feeling the obligation to 
gratitude, David ſays in another Pſalm, Bleſs the 
Lord, © my foul, who forgiveth all thine iniquities j. 
How gracious are the terms in which promiſes of 
it are expreſſed ! I will parden-all their iniquities 
whereby they have ſinned, and whereby they have 
tranſgreſſed againſt me. And it ſhall be to me a name 
of joy, a praiſe and an honour before all the nations 
of the earth, which ſhall hear all the good that I do 
unta them: . Can you read theſe, and words like 
theſe, without crying, bo is à God like unto thee, 
that pardoneth iniquity, and paſſeth by the tranſ- 
greſſion of the remnant of his heritage ++ ? F 
Acceptance. By the righteouſneſs of the Lord Jeſns 
Chriſt, through which grace reigns unto eternal life, 
the choſen and redeemed are made rightevus before 
God, and accepred in the beloved. In this glo- 
rious robe they come into the preſence of the moſt 
High with confidence and joy. No enemy is able 
to hinder them; no- law hath any thing to lay to 
their charge. Juſtice to the Lord our righteouſ- 
neſs introduces them, and inſiſts for the acceptance 
of their perſons. God is juſt in juſtifying them; 
and faithtul in promiſing, Their gifts and offerings 
ſhall come up with: acceptance upon mine altar ff, — 
* Hof. ii. 19. 20. + Rom. vii. 4. + Pfſil Atii. 1. 2. 
Pſal. ciii. 2. 3. Jer. xxxiii. 8. 9. ff Mic. vii. 18. 
it Iſa. II. 7. 
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Reconciliation. You that were ſometime alienated, 
end enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now 
hath he reconciled *. If, when we were enemies, we 
were reconciled unto God by the death of his Son ; 
much more, being reconciled, we ſhall be ſaved by his 
life f. Qn thele precious words fix your thoughts, 
and feed your ſouls, O hearers. The heart muſt 
be colder than ice, and harder than ſtone, which 
is not warmed and melted by the loving-kindneſs 
breaking forth in them toward men. Enemies, 
enemies in arms againſt the Sovereign, reconciled to 
the praiſe of the glory of all his perfections! recon» 
ciled by the indignities, and blood, and death of-his 
Son! and when reconciled, ſaved by his life! Glory 
20 God in the higheſt, on earth peace, good will to- 
wards men g. ; | 

Adoption. I will be a Father unto you, and ye ſhall 
be my ſons and daughters, ſaith the Lord Almighty ]. 
Behold what manner of love the Father hath beſtowed 
on us, that we ſhould be called the ſons of God **. 
Through the grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, we 
are not only ſaved from deſtruction, but raiſed to 
honour. Ye are all the children of God by faith 
in Chriſt Jeſus; and if children, then heirs, heirs 
of God, and joint heirs with Chriſt, 

Sanctification. Elect according to the foreknow- 
ledge of God the Father, through ſanctification of 
the Spirit unto obedience, and ſprinkling of the blood 
of Feſus Chriſt . God hath from the beginning 
choſen you to ſalvation, through ſanctification of the 
Spirit, and belief of the truth 4. Sanctification is 
not only a bleſſing in ſalvation, but a blefling unto 
which all bleſſings in it are ſubſervient. Chrift loved 
the church, and gave himſelf for it: that he might 
ſanctiſy and cleanſe it, with the waſhing of water 
by the word, and preſent it to himſelf a glorious 
church, not having ſpect or wrinkle, or any ſuch 
* Col. 4-21. + Rom. v. 10. f Luke, ii. 14. 2 Cor. vi. 18. 
* John, iii. 1. ff 1 Pet. 2.3. f Thell, ii. 13. 
| | thing : 
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us from all iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a pecu- 
liar people, zealous of good works f. To ſinners 
ſanctification is a bleſſing of immenſe value and ab- 
ſolute neceſſity. Without holineſs no man can, 
and no man ſhall ſee the Lord. Chriſt prayed for 


it when he was on earth, and it is the ſubject of his 


interceſſion now that he is in heaven, Holineſs is 
the original beauty of the human nature, and the 
reſtoration of it its everlaſting glory. In the pre- 
ſent ſtate none are perfected; but partakers are 
preſſing forward to perfection, and, when Chriſt 
appears without fin unto ſalvation, ſhall be found 
of him in peace, without ſpot, and blameleſs. 
Perſeverance. He that endureth to the end ſball be 
faved t. The righteous alſo ſhall hold on his way, and 
he that hath clean hands fhall be tronger and flrong- 
er ||. In obedience and holinets, the path of the 
juit is as the light of the morning, that ſhineth 


more and more unto the perfect day. Ir muſt be 


ſo. Communication with the head of the ſpiritual 
body is never cut off. His ſpirit in them is a well 
of water ſpringing up unto-everlaſting life. Influ- 
ence, influence ſanctifying, confirming, ſeating, is 
inceſſant rain and perpetual-dew. Falling in ſum- 
mer, and in winter, and every day of the year, 
trees of righteouſneſs in the garden of the Lord 
never wither, but bring forth fruit in old age. Re- 
ceiving of the fulneſs of Chriſt grace for grace 
daily, and daily re-aCting it to the glory of God 
through him, in endeavours after new obedience, 
they ſtrike their roots deep, and raiſe their heads 
high. Standing firm and looking diligently, they 
defy death and life, height and depth, angels, prin- 
cipalities, and powers, things preſent and things to 
come, to ſeparate them from the love of God which 


* Eph. v. 25. 26. 47. 


+ Tit. ii. 14- 
$ Match. x. 2a. 


|| Job, xvii. 9. 
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is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. I give unto them eter- 7 
nal life, and they ſhall never periſb, neither ſball any C 
Pluck them out of my hand. My Father, who gave C 
them me, is greater than all, and none is able to 7 C 
them out of my Father's hund oh | tl 
Death in the Lord. Ibeard a voice from hen ven, 2 li 
ing unto me, Write, Bleſſed are the dead which die in the In 
"ſy Lord from henceforth. Yea, faith the Spirit, that they ti 
. may reſt from their labours, and their works do follow tc 
Ny them +. Death is in the inventory of our privileges fc 
* by Chriſt Jeſus. After placing it among theſe, Paul Fe 
1 looks at it, and cries, O death, where is thy fling ? w 
O grave, where 4s thy victory? The ſting of death-is P 
| in; and the firength of fin is the law. But thanks w 
1 be to God, who giveth us the victory, through Feſus b. 
| Chrijt our Lord. Halt a moment, O paſlenger : is 
[| look at the man dying in the Lord. While the fl 
ti enemy is carrying one out-work after another, and £1 
F advaucing ſternly to the fountain, while the body Ww 
1 is ſhivering and ſweating, and every joint is writh- th 

Þ ed, and every feature diſtorted, he enjoys his vital 
I union with the reſurrection and the life; and, with fr 
i one eye on the grave, and the other fixed on hea- re 
i ven, gives up the ghoſt in hope of eternal life, in 
(ll which God, that cannot lie, promiſed before the Fi, 
[ world began. Let me die the death of the righteous, in 
Il and let my laſt end be like his ||. ar 
1 Reſurrettion to life. Every one that ſreth the Son, he 
| and believeth on him, I will raiſe up at the laft day . fe: 
What Chriſt promiſes, he is faithful and able to per- ed 
form. As the Father raiſeth up the dead, and quicken- th 
eth : even ſo the Son quickeneth whom he will ff. an 
Thoſe who are fallen afleep in Chriſt, though worms ur 
have deſtroyed their bodies, are not periſhed. it, 
. is riſen from the dead, and in Chriſt ſbali all qu 
* Tohn, x. 28. 29. + Rev, xiv. 13. Fa 

+ x Cor. iii. 22.— tv. 55. 56. 357. Num iii. 10. 

John, vi. 40. | + Jehn, v. ar, Ty 
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be made alive. But every man in his own order: 
Chriſt the firſt-fruits, afterward they that are 
Chriſt's, at hit coming *, By the reſurrection of 
Chriſt from the dead, we are begotten again unto: 
the lively hope of being planted together in the 
likeneſs of his refurreCtion, as we have been in the 
likeneſs of his death. The power of his reſurrec- 
tion exerts it{clf backward and forward; backward 
to the day on which death began to reign, and 
forward to the day on which it will be deſtroyed. 
Job felt it, ſitting among the aſhes; and David, 
when the crown was falling from his head. By ir 
Paul's chains became eaſy and honourable; and 
where is the martyr or righteous 'man whom it 
hath not made glad. The redemption of our body 
is our hope; and none who wait for it ſhall be a- 
ſhamed. 7 will ranſom them from the power of the 


grave: I will redeem them from death: O death, I 


will be thy plague ; © grave, I will be thy deſtruc- 
tion; repentance ſhall be hid from mine eyes F. 
Honour in the day of Chriſt, When he deſcends 
from heaven to be glorified in his faints, and admi- 
red in all them that believe; they will be caught up 


in clouds to meet him in the air, and ſeated on his- 


right-hand, the place of ſtate and honour. Robed 
in his righteouſneſs, ſhining in beauties of holineſs, 
and faſhioned like unto his glorious body, they will 
hear themſelves abſolved in the preſence of accu- 
fers, their good works acknowledged and accept- 
ed, calumny flung upon their memory thrown in 
the face of the calumniators, their nobility raiſed, 
and all the ſons of God made kings and prieſts. 
unto God and his Father. Glorious day! Haſten 
it, Lord; but firſt make us ready. Surely I come 
quickly. Amen. Even jo come, Lord Feſus 5. 

Invitation to the kingdom. - Come, ye blefjed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
. Cor, xv. 320. 31. 2. 23, + Hol: iii. 14;” Rev xiil. 20. 
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foundation of the world“. Ho theſe gracious words 
will ſtrike the ears of that ſhining aſſembly, is at 
preſent inconceivable z but they will be ſpoken and 
heard; ſpoken by the King, and heard by every 
heir of the kingdom. Without hiding the majeſty 
of his Godhead, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt will be that 
day in the pomp and glory of his miniſterial power. 
Agrecably to this conſideration, the bleſſedneſs of 
the redeemed and faved millions, is repreſented 
flowing from the love and goodneſs of the Father, 
Come, ye blefled of my Father. The kingdom is 
an inheritance, Poſſeſſion is on the foot of grace, 
and obtained through righteouſneſs not of their 


working. All is ready. The kingdom was prepa- 


red from the foundation of the world, and they 
are now meet for inheriting; being without ſpot. or 
wrinkle, or any ſuch thing The title-deed is made 
out, and ſuſtained by the law. "The righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt upon them makes good their claim. The 
image of Chriſt in them proves and perfects their 
meetneſs, and all now before them is inheriting. 
The glory of eternal life. All our preſent powers 
of deſcription are iuſufficient to make an adequate 
repreſentation of the . blefledneſs and honours of 
heaven. Palms and prizes, crowns, kingdoms, and 
thrones; ſuns that never go down, moons that 
are unchangeable, ſtars for ever and ever; a city 
of gold, walls of jaſper, and ſtreets of tranſparent 
glaſs, are metaphors and ſhadows; but eye hath 
not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into 
the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared 
for them that love him f. Theſe are bleſſings of 
ſalvation. 
Thirdly, Means. The mean of revealing, the 
mean of receiving and enjoying, and the means of 
ſealing and confirming our ſalvation. — 'The mean 


of revealing and making falvation known is the 


- Matth. xzv. 34» ? 1 Cor. ii. 9. * 4 
- Wor 
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word read, preached, and heard. The word of 
this ſalvation is inſpired, written, and atteſted by 
the Holy Ghoſt, and laid before the world in the 
Scriptures.” In theſe holy writings, Chriſt, with his 
ſalvation, is revealed, and brought near to the pe- 
riſhing and the loſt; and according to the command- 


ment of the everlaſting God, every one is bound 


to read, and hear, and unserm and believe 
what is written of Chriſt, and ſalvation through his 
grace. Hearken unto me, ye flout-hearted, that are 
far from righteouſneſs. Behold, I bring near my righe 
teouſneſs : it ſhall not be far off, and my ſalvation ſball 
not . tarry ; 1 will place ſaluation in Zion for Iſrael 
my glory *. Salvation, obſerve, is not only reveal 
ed, and ſet within fight of the eye, as an object of 
contemplation; but brought near, and placed with- 
in reach of the hand, as a bleſſing to be received. 

The righteouſneſs which is of faith, having powers 


of ſpeech attributed to it, /peaketh on this wiſe, Say 


not in thine heart, Who ſhall aſcend into heaven ?. to 
bring Chrift down from above. Or, Who ſhall deſcend! 
into the deep? to bring up Chriſt again from the dead. 
But what faith it? The word is nigh thee, even in 
thy mouth, and in thine heart : 
faith which we preach, That if thou ſbalt confeſs with 
thy mouth the Lord Feſus, and ſhalt believe in thine 
heart, that God hath raiſed him from the dead, thou 
alt be ſaved. For with the heart man believeth untp 
righteouſneſs, and with the mouth confeſſion is made 
unto ſalvation f. Reading and preaching the word 
of ſalvation are inſtituted and preſcribed uſes of 
the mean. The God of our falvation hath not 
only fixed upon the mean, but inſtructed us in the 
uſe of that mean. 
lation, and ſays nothing of Chriſt, and ſalvation 
through his grace, which is not written in the 


book of the Lord. The wiſdom of God hath, 


1 Rom. x. 6—ro. 


® Ia. zlvi, I's 13. | Jin 
| notwithſtanding, 


that is the word of 


Preaching makes no new reve- 
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notwithſtanding, made the uſe of it duty, and ho- 
noured his inſtitution with amazing ſucceſs. For af- 
ter that, in the wiſdom of God, the world by wiſdom 
knew not God, it pleaſed God by the fooliſhneſs of 
preaching to fave them that believe *. The honour 
of ſucceſs is not from the piety of men, nor from 
powers of perſuaſion any of them poſſefs and ex- 
ert; neither is it from efficacy inherent in the in- 
ſtitution itfelf; no, nor even in the word which is 
preached but from the preſence and power of the 
Spirit of the Lord. They that were ſcattered abroad 
preached the word. And the hand of the Lord was 
with them: and a great number believed, and turned 
unto the Lord f. Our goſpel came net unto you in 
word only, but alſo in power, and in the Holy Ghoſt, 
and in much aſſurance . 

The mean of receiving and enjoying ſalvation is 
faith, which worketh by love. Chriſt dwells in our 
hearts by faith. We are juſtified by faith. We are 
children of God by faith. We are ſanctified through 
faith. By faith, we receive Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, live, 
and ſtand, and walk; and through faith we are kept 
and ſaved. Salvation, as hath been obſerded, is ſet 
before us as a blefling to be received; and faith, 
which is a work of God in us, and a gift of God 
to us, is the mean, inſtrument, or hand, by which 
we receive the bleſſing of ſalvation. All his ap- 
pointments are made in wiſdom, and wiſdom is 
conſpicuous in this. The mean is fitted to the end. 
The praiſe of the glory of his grace is the end of 
falvation. To attain this great end. which in every 
conſideration is worthy of God, he ordained faith 
to be the mean of receiving and poſſeſſing ſal vation. 
Why did he ſo? The queſtion is not altogether 
fair. It ſhould rather be, hath. he done ſo? If it 
be upon record that he hath done ſo, we. muſt be- 
lieve that he did ſo in wiſdom and prudence, tho? 

® x Cor. i. 21. f 483, zi. 212. . 1 Thefl. i. 3. 
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his motive were a ſecret. But ſuch is his compaſ- 
ſion to the ignorant, and condeſcenſion to the 
weak, that he hath both afcertained the inſtitu» 
tion of the mean, and avowed the motive of inſti 
tution Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by 
grace *, In the adminiſtration of grace, working 
ſalvation, and receiving ſalvation, are ſeparate pro- 
vinces. Working belongs to the Saviour, and re- 
ceiving to the finner. Every attempt to unite theſe, 
is a refinement upon the wiſdom of God by the 
fooliſhneſs of man, and is threatened with reſent» 
ment and puniſhment. To keep the provinces ſe- 
parate, as difcretion hath laid them out, and pre- 
vent invaſion on the honour. of our Saviour, faith 
is the inſtituted mean of receiving and poſſcſling the 
bleflings of ſalvation; and, in the manner of Scrip- 
ture ou a diſtin part of the ſame ſubject, we ſay, 
Tf ſalvation be by faith, it is no more of works, 
otherwiſe faith is no more faith: But if it be of 
works, then is it no more faith, otherwiſe work 
is no more work +. ; 

The means of ſealing and 8 ba- 


tion, are ordinances appointed to that end. Bap- 


tiſm and the Lord's ſupper are fealing and 
confirming means; not from powers in them- 
ſelves, nor piety in adminiſtrators, a ſort of non- 
ſenſe taught at Rome; but from the preſence, 
and operation, and influence ot the Holy Spirit. 
By theſe holy inſtitutions, after believing and re- 
ceiving the bleflings of ſalvation, he ſeals, increa- 
ſes, ſtrengthens, and confirms unto the end, the 
faith, and love, and hope, and aſſurance of delie⸗ 


vers, in the poſſeſſion and enjoy ment of ſalvation. 


Salvation and the bleſſings are ſealed in Scriptures, 
dictated and written by nis inſpiration. The pro- 
miſes ſpoken by the promiſer in his holineſs, {worn 
in his zeal, and ratified in the blood of the New 
Teſtament, are ſure mercies. No additional aſſu- 


Kom. iv. 16. + Rom. Zi. 6. 
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rance is given to theſe, and none is neceſſary. But 
aſſurance of intereſt and poſſeſſion may be clearer 
and darker, weaker and ſtronger; and for increa- 
fing and confirming this, baptiſm and the Lord's 
ſupper are inſtituted and ſealing means. Behold 
the means of ſalvation! Every thing neceſlary is 
provided, and nothing fuperfluous is found. In 
- theſe, as in the riches of his grace, the God and 
Father of our Lord Jefus Chriſt hath abounded 
toward us, in all wiſdom and prudence: And to the 
only wiſe God our Saviour, be glory and majeſty, do- 
minion and power, both now and ever, Amen“. 

Fourthly, The medium of our ſalvation. - This is 
expreſſed ſtrongl 05 in the text, Through the grace of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt we ſhall be ſaved. The fol- 
lowing conſiderations of the extent and vigour of 
the expreſſion are obvious and intereſting. Salva- 
tion is mcritoriouſly-through, — efficaciouſly thro), 
 — honourably through, — certainly through, — ex- 
cluſively through, — and tmally through the er. 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Salvation is meritoriouſly through the grace 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. His obedience and 
blood have the whole merit of the acquiſition, 
and an excluſive claim to all the praiſe. The 
merit of ſalvation is a jewel in his crown, which 
he will never ſuffer to be torn out and transfer- 
red. Attempts to ſet it in virtuous conduct, or 
works of righteouſneſs which we have done, are 
treaſon againſt the majeſty of his grace, and will 


be reſented and puniſhed accordingly. Behold, I 


Paul ſay unto you, that if ye be circumciſed, Chriſt 
Hall profit you nothing. For 1 teftify again to every 

man who is circumciſed, that he is a debtor to the 
whole law Chriſt is become of none effect unto you, 
whoſoever of you are juſtified by the lau ye are fal- 
len from grace . It was not circumciſion, the ob- 
ligation of which was diſſolved, and the obſervation 


, Jude, 25. + Gal. v. 3. 3. 4+ 
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going out of uſe, which kindled and blew into a 
flame the zeal of the apoſtle z but the merit pre- 
ſumed ro be in the obſervation of that inſtitution, 
with reſpect to juſtification and acceptance with 
God. Neither thould the vehement oppoſition a- 
mong believers of the goſpel to juſtification by 
deeds of the law, be imputed to antipathy at ſocial 
virtue, nor enmity againſt good works; but to the 
conſideration and merit imagined to be in theſe 
performances, for procuring life and bleſſedneſs. 

Salvation is efficacioufly through the grace of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. In obtaining it, his grace 
wrought; in applying it, his grace is exerted ; and 
in poſſeſſing and enjoying it, his grace will reign 
for ever and ever. The whole efficiency in ſalva- 
tion is gracious. Juſtification and adoption are 
bleſſings of grace; redemption, vocation, and ſanc- 
tification, are operations of grace. From grace, 


means of ſalvation receive efficacy; and by it the 


exertions and labours of men, of like paſſions with 
other men, have been effectual to the ſalvation of 
multitudes. By the grace of God I am what I am: 
and his grace which was beſtowed upon me, was not 
in vain ; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: 


yet not 1, but the grace of God which was with me *. 


Salvation is honourably through the grace of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The law which requires 
obedience, promiſes life, and denounces death, is 
not voided through grace, but fulfilled, eſtabliſh- 
ed, magnified, made honourable. The grace of 
God which bringeth ſalvation, is not a ſyſtem 
riſing out of the diſgrace and ruin of the law. Our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt made himſelf ſubject to the law, 
and continued in his ſubjection, until he had 
wrought out and finiſhed a righteouſneſs, which 
bath fulfilled the precept and ſatisfied the penalty. 
Through this glorious righteouſneſs, grace be- 

* 2 Cor. v. 10. 
comes 
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comes 3 reigning power in ſalvation; and to the 
glory of the lawgiver, and the honour of his law, 
bleſſes with eternal life all who being dead to the 
law by the body of Chriſt, are married to him who 
Is. raiſed from the dead. 

Dabvation is certainly. through 


the grace: of 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. ' There is no ground to 


hefitate and doubt. The law and the 22 
the goſpel and the apoſtles, are witneſſes up 

whoſe teſtimony all nations may build full Alu- 
rance of faith; ſince they ſpake and wrote as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. In the 
aſſembly at Jeruſalem, Peter faid, Ve believe that, 
#hrough the grace of the Lord Feſius Chriſt, we fball 
be ſaved; and in his epiftle to the ſtrangers: ſcatter- 
ed throughout Pontus and ſome other countries, 
wrote, That this is the true grace of Gad wherein ye 
Hand. Paul in- his epiſtle to Timothy expreſſes 
himſelf with equal certainty : This is a faithful ſay- 
ing, and worthy of all acceptation, that Fefus Chriſt 
tame into the world to fave ſinners. Our Lord him- 
felf ſpeaks deciſively and without ambiguity on 
the fame ſubject: God ſent his Son into the world, 
that the world through him might be ſaved. He that 


believeth on the Son hath everlaſiing life. The Son of 


man is come to ſave that which was loſt. I am the 
way, the truth, and the life, no man cometh to the 


Father but by me. 


Salvation is excluſively through the grace of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Excluſively not of the 
grace of the Father and the Holy Spirit; grace 
in the bleffed perſons of the glorivus Godhead, 
though diſtinguiſhed, is undivided, and never ſe- 
parated in operation: but excluſively of the deeds 
and works of men. In ſalvation grace is a reigning 


power, and will not admit an aſſociate, nor ſuffer 


a competitor to come near the throne. Not by 
works of righteouſneſs, which we have done, but ac- 


eording to his mercy be ſaved us by the waſhing of 


regeneration, 
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regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghofl ; whom 
he fhed on us abundantly, through Feſus Chriſt our 
Saviour : that being juſtified by his grace, we ſbould 
be made heirs, according to the hope of eternal life *. 
There is no falvation in any other, and all ſalva- 
tion is in him. - Art thou pleafed, hearer, with the 
excluſion of works, and the reign of grace in ſal- 
vation? Scripture, and not we, excludes the for- 
mer, and fixes the latter in the throne.— Salvation 


is fnally through the grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


The great end or final cauſe, is the praiſe of the 
glory of his grace, and to him all the honour is 
aſcribed, What is doing among the ſhining mil- 
lions on high, and-on what theme are the harps 
employed? Liſten, O my ſoul, Unto him that lo- 
ved us, and waſhed us from our fins in his own blood. 


Thou waft flain, and haſt redeemed us to God by thy - 


blood, Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive 
power, and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and 
honour, and glory, and bleſſing. Salvation d our 
God who fitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. 
Amen. Bleſſing, and glory, and thankſgiving, and 
honour, and power, and might, be unto our God for 
ever and ever. Amen}. | 
Salvation through the grace of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, with theſe excellencies and bleflings, en- 
eourages /me to thankfulneſs for it, and invites 
others to receive and poſſeſs it freely and wholly, 
Heirs of ſalvation, who are delivered from wrath, 
and poſſeſſed of eternal life, ye are encouraged and 
exhorted to thankfulneſs. In the unknown ages 
of eternity you were choſen to ſalvation, and a 
pointed'to obtain it by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. In 
the fulneſs of time, falvation was accompliſhed for 
you by his -obedience unto death, even the death 
of the croſs. In effectual calling, you were deliver. 
ed from the power of darkneſs, married unto 
Chriſt, pardoned, reconcited, accepted, and ſanc- 
Tit. iii. 3. 6. 7. + Rev. i. 5. v. 13. vii. 12. 


tified, 
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tified. Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and 1 
will declare what he hath done for my ſoul . Say on, 
David : He brought me up out of an horrible pit, out 
of the miry clay, and ſet my feet upon a rock, and 
eſtabliſhed my goings. And he hath put a new ſong 
in my mouth, even praiſe unto our God F. Raiſe thy 
voice, O man! ſaved by the Lord. Bring hither 
to me the timbrel, the harp, and the pſaltery. Bleſs 
the Lord. O my ſoul, and forget not all his benefits. 
IWho forgiveth all thine intquities : who healeth all 
thy diſeaſes. Who redeemeth thy life from deftruftion : 
who crowneth thee with loving kindneſs, and tender 
mercies. Who ſatisfieth thy mouth with good things: 
fo that thy youth is renewed like the eagles F. In the 
exerciſe of this, fervent and holy believer, behold 
an example of gratitude, for the bleſſings in the 
great, everlaſting, complete, and . free ſalvation, 
which is through the grace of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. Keep your eye upon it conſtantly, and 
endeavour to copy it exactly into your own eXxer- 
ciſe. In thankſgiving, ſomething more expreflive 
is required than noile, even though it be a joyful 
noiſe with pſalms, unto the rock of our ſalvation. 
New obedience or manners becoming the goſpel of 
Chriſt, is the eflence and ſpirit of praiſe, and is 
required with pointed fulemnity. He hath ſbewed 


thee, © man, what is goed ; and what doth the Lord 


require of thee, but to do juſtly, and to lade mercy, 
and ts walk humbly with thy Ged |,” Art thou re- 
deemed from the curſe, ſaved trom fin, delivered 
from the power of darkneſs, tranſlated into the 
kingdom of God's dear Son, and made an heir ac- 
cording to the hope of cternal life? rue, O ſerve 
the Redeemer without fear. in holineſs and righteouſ= 
neſs before him, all the days of thy life **, As thau 
haſt received Chriſt Feſus the Lerd, ſo walk thou in 
*" Pak. Invi.. 16. + Plat; 21-2. . al. cli. 2. 3. 3: 4 5. 

$ Mc. vi. 9. ** Luke, i. 74+ 75. 


him : 
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him : rooted and built up in him, and flabliſbed in the 
Faith, as thou haſt been taught, abounding therein 


with thankſgiving *. Teach and admoniſb one another 
in pfalms, and hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs, ſinging 
and making melody in your hearts to the Lord. And 
whatſoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name 
of the Lord Jeſus, giving thanks unto Cod and the 
Father by him + 

Salvation, He the bleſſings and excellencies, 
which encourage and conſtrain /me to thankful- 
nefs, invite ethers to receive and enjoy. Salvation, 
the great, everlaſting, complete, and free ſalvation, 
which is through the grace of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, is ſet before the world as a blefling to be 
beſtowed, and a gift to be received. Where is the 
perſon who doth not need it, unto whom it is not 
ſuitable, for whom it is not ſufficient, and who is 
not warranted and commanded to receive it? This 
ſalvation, which thou art this day commanded to 
receive and enjoy, is not hidden from thee, nei» 
ther is it far off. It is not in heaven, that thou 
ſhouldſt ſay, Who thall go up for us to heaven, 
and bring it unto us? Neither is it beyond the ſea, 
that thou ſhouldſt ſay, Who ſhall go over the ſea 
for us, and bring it unto us? It is very nigh unto 
thee, The word of faith, which is written in the 
Scripture and preached in the goſpel, places ir 
within ſight of the cye, and within reach of the 
hand of every man; nor is it preſumption in any 
to behold, and believe, and receive, and enjoy, 
before they have gone through a courſe of prepa- 
ration. What muſt I do to be faved ? Men, unto 
whom God committed the miniſtry of reconcilia- 
tion, did not preſcribe to that periſhing creature 
forms of purifying and qualifying himſelf for fal- 
vation. Without heſitation or delay, and in plain 
and unambiguous language, theſe men faid to the 

Col. ii. 6. 3. + Col. in. 1615. 
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keeper of the priſon, Believe on the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thy houſe x. Be- 
hold naw is the accepted time: behold now is the day 
of ſalvation. And how ſball we eſcape, if we ne- 
gleft ſo great ſalvation ?? If we do not receive, we 
neglect; and if we neglect, we deſpiſe; and who can 
fay whether the next word ſhall not be, Behold, ye 
deſpiſers, and wonder, and periſb l. He who de- 
ſpiſed the law of Moſes, died without mercy ; and 
of how much ſorer puniſhment fhall he be thought 
worthy, who deſpiſes the goſpel and the ſalvation 
of the Son of God ? 


Acts, xvi. 30. 3t» + 2 Cor. vi. 2. 
{ Heb. ii. 3. Adds, xiii. 42. 
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Accs, xv. 11. 


But we believe that, through the grace of the Lord 


Feſus Chriſt, we ſhall be ſaved, even as they. 


ABR AHAM is the father of all them who believe. 

Though he was not the firſt man who belie- 
ved, the term believed is firſt uſed in deſcribing his 
exerciſe: He believed in the Lord; and he counted it 
to him for righteouſneſs * After this no term is 
more frequently uſed among the holy writers. 


Moſes, and David, and the Prophets; Apoſtles, 


and Evangelifts, and teachers, introduce it upon 
all proper occaſions; and, by ſuggeſtion of the 
Holy Ghoſt, delight in this happy expreſſion of 


the operations of our minds, in taking pofleflion- 


of ſalvation through the grace of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. 5 
Believing, and working for ſalvation, are plans 


which Seripture diſtinguiſhes and ſets in oppoſition. 
To him that worketh, is the reward not rechꝛned of 


grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh not, 
but belieuveth on him that juſtifieth the ungodly, his 
faith is counted for. righteouſneſs T. Every believer, 
according to his profeſſion and principles, is a 
worker; but no believer is ſaved by working. By 
grace are ye ſaved, through faith. — Not of works, 

Gen. Av. 6. Rom, iv. 4. 5. 
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left any man ſbould boaſt *. Concerning ſalvation by 
grace, through faith, the apoſtles were of one 
mind. They truly believed, and without a diſ- 
ſenting voice boldly profeſſed, in the general aſ- 
ſembly of the church, that through the grace of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt they expected to be ſaved. 
We believe that, through the grace of the Lord Jeſus 
Chrift, we ſhall be ſaved. 


The belief and profeſſion of this univerſally in- 
rereſting truth, That ſalvation is through the grace 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is the fourth and the laſt 
branch of our general method, and is now to be 
confidered and explained. Belief and profeſſion 
are diſtint exerciſes. The church, whoſe ſenti- 
ments Peter exprefles, believed, and profeſſed that 
they believed: Fer with the heart man believeth unto 
righteouſneſs, and with the mouth confeſſion is made 
«to ſalvation f. We ſhall therefore explain theſe 
exerciſes diſtinctly, obſerving the order in which 
they are mentioned. | 
Concerning our believing that ſalvation is 
through the grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 


following particulars may be confidered. Firſt, 


Holy Seriprure, in which ſalvation is revealed and 
brought near, records the fact. Caſt your eye 
upon the record, and obſerve how the fact con- 
cerning ſalvation is ſtated. Peter, when he roſe 


to make the declaration which is our text, no 


doubt had before him ſuch paſſages as theſe : 
By bis knowledge ſhall my righteeus ſervant juſtify 
many: fer he ſhall bear their iniquities f. In the 
Lord ſhall all the feed of Iſrael be juſtified, and ſbali 
glory |. Iſrael ſhall be ſaved in the Lord, with an 
everlaſting ſalvation **. I will give thee for a light 
t the Gentules, that thou mayſt be my ſalvation unto 
the end of the earth r. In thy ſeed ſhall all the na- 
® Eph. ii. 8. 9. + Rom. x. 11. + Ifa. lin. 17. 

: 1ſa. Av. 23S» oP Ia. Av. 11. itt Ia. Xlix. 6. R 
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yions of the earth be bleſſed . The Lord hath chthed 


me with the garment of ſalvation, he hath covered 
me with the robe of righteouſneſs f. Upon theſe, 
and familar paſſages in the former part of the re- 
cord, the apoſtle built this faith: Ve believe that, 
through the grace of the Lord Feſus Chrift, we ſball 
ze ſaved, even as they. The latter part of the re- 
cord ſtates the intereſting fact preciſely in the ſame 
manner: Whoſoever believeth in him, ſhall not peri; 
but hath everlaſting life i» He that believeth ſhall 
be ſaved}. This is the will of him that ſent me, that 
every one who ſeeth the Son, and believeth on bim, 
may have everlaſiing life **. We have believed in 
Jeſus Chriſt ; that we might be juſtified by the faith 
of Chrift FF. Neither is there falvatian in any other: 
for there is none other name under heaven' given a- 
mong men whereby we muſt be Javed ij. The fact 
is, therefore, inconteſtably clear; and, from the 
beginning unto the end of the record, is viſible to 
every ingle and ſpiritual eye. . 
Secondly, The fact is not merely ſtated and aſ- 
certained by the record; but a teſtimony to it, 
worthy of credit and acceptation, is inferted. That 
Jeſus Chriſt came into the world to ſave finners, is 
not ſimply pronounced a ſaying. This would be 


too feeble. Paul, whoſe words were ſuggeſted by | 


the Spirit, calls it a Faithful ſaying, and affirms it 
to be worthy of all acceptation |}. In this teſtimo- 
ny, prophets and apoſtles, and all the holy men 
who ſpake and wrote as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghoſt, are unanimous. From Moſes, who 
begins with. the promiſe of ſalvation, through the 
ſeed of the woman in paradiſe, unto John, who 
ſeals up revelation and viſion in Patmos, there is 


not one inſtance of diſagreement. Now if we re- 


Gen. 121i. 13. Iſa. lai. 10. F Joba, iii. 26, 


Mark, xvi. 16. John, vi. 40. ++ Gal, ii. 16. 
1 Adds, iv. 12. In Tim. i. 15. 
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ceive the witneſs of men, the witneſs of God is great. 
er *. Salvation through the grace of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, is atteſted by witneſſes of unblemithed 
integrity. | This is the witneſs of men. But in the 
witneſs of theſe men we behold and believe the 
witneſs of God; for the men ſpake 'and wrote as 
they were moved by the Spirit of God. The teſ- 
timony given to this falvation by prophets and a- 


- Poſtles, is the witnefs of God, which he hath teſ- 


tified of his Son; and obſerve how it is ſummed 
up by the laſt of theſe holy writers: We have ſeen, 


and do teflify, that the Father fent the Son to be the 


Saviour of the world f. He that believeth on the Son 
of God, hath the witneſs im himſelf: he that believeth 
net God, hath made him a liar, becauſe he believeth 
not the record that God gave of his Son. And this is. 
the record, that God hath given to us eternal life : 
and this life is in his Son. He that hath th Son, 
hath life ; and he that hath not the Son of God, hath 
not life. Theſe things have I written unto you that 
believe on the name of the Son of God ; that ye may 
know that ye have eternal life, and that ꝓe may bes 
lieve on the name of the Son of Godt. 

Thirdly, A conviction that the fact, which ap- 
pears upon the face of the record, is infa/libly true, 
according to the teſtimony. The apoftles were 
convinced, that the prophets had in fact teſtified 


of ſalvation through the grace of the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt; and that being under inſpiration, their 
teſtimony was infallibly true. The fame apoſtle, 
who, in a fpeech to the aſſembly of Jeruſalem, de- 
hvered our text, introduces this ſentiment: in an 
epiſtle, which he afterwards wrote to the diſper- 
fon. Of which ſalvation the prophets have enquired, 


and ſearched diligently, who prophefied of the grace 


which ſhould come unto. you : ſearching what, or what 
manner of time the Spirit of Chriſt who was in them 


* x John, v. 9. f John, iv. 14. f John, v. 9.—73 
| did 
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lid ſignify, when he teſtiſied before hand the ſufferings 


of Chrift, and the glory that ſhould follow. Untg 
whom it was revealed, that not unto themſelves, but 
unto us they did miniſter the things which are now re- 
ported unto you by them who have preached the goſpel 
unto you, with the Holy Ghoſt ſent dewn from bea- 
ven . Ring Agrippa, believeſt thou the prophets ? 
The apoſtles believed the prophets, and called men 
to believe them. We believe both apoſtles and 
prophets. The declaration of apoſtles being add- 
ed to the teſtimony of prophets, the foundation of 
our faith of ſalvation through the grace of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt is widened and confirmed Now 
therefore ye are no more ſtrangers and foreigners, but 
fellow-citizens with the ſaints, and of the houſehold of 
God. And are built upon the foundation of the apoſtles 
and prophets, Feſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief core 
ner ſtone. In whom all the building fitly framed to 
gether, groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord. In 
whom you alſo are builded together for an habitation of 
God through the Spirit f. | 
Fourthly, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is received, 
and upon him hope of eternal life, which God 
that cannot lie promiſed before the world began, 
is built, as upon an everlaſting foundation His 
righteouſneſs, by which the precept of the law of 
works is fulfilled and magnified, and the penalty 
ſatisfied and glorified, is brought near, unputed, 
apprehended, and received. Through faith in this 
elorious righteouſneſs, witneſſed by the law and 
the prophets, the guilty, the periſhing, and the 
loſt, are made the righteouſneſs of God in him; 
receive remiſſion of fins, acceptance with God, the 
name, and nature, and honour of ſons, and enter 
into poſſeſſion of eternal ſalvation. By the power 
of the Holy Ghoſt, working faith in the record of 
God, and uniting them to Chriſt, they are regene- 
® 3 Pet. i. 10. 1. 13. t Eph. ii. 19924, 
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rated and created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works. 
Of his 6wn will begat he us, with the word of truth, 
that we ſhould be a kind of firſt-fruits of his crea- 
tures *. Particular paſſages manifeſted to the un- 
derſtanding, and graven on the heart, in demon- 
tration of the Spirit and of power, create peace, 
and reſt, and joy in God, t!:rough our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, by whom the atonement is received ; while 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in 
his face, breaks forth from the whole record, 
which, from beginning -to end, is believed to be 
moſt firm truth, and received as a teſtimony worthy 
of all acceptation. In the teſtimony and record of 
God, the Saviour, in his perſonal glory and offi- 
cial fulneſs, ſufficiency, ſuitableneſs, and freeneſs, 
is revealed and given to the world; and under the 
commandment of the everlaſting God, every crea- 
ture is invited, warranted, and bound to behold 
and receive him, as the Lord our righteouſneſs and 


' ſtrength ; while in beholding and receiving, every 


believer appropriates all that is in'Chriſt, teeds on 
all that is in God, drinks all the conſolation and 
Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, and enters into the poſſeſ- 
fion of eternal life, and everlaſting reſt. For God 
fo loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whoſoever beleverth in him, ſhould not periſh, but 
have everlaſting life. For God ſent not his Son into 
the world to condemn the world ; but that the world 
through him might be ſaved. 

Fitthly, A perſuaſion of ſalvation through the 
grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, according to the 
truth of the record. The apoſtles were perſuaded 
of ſalvation themſelves, and by preaching perſua- 
ded men. I believed, and therefore have I ſpoken ; 
ſays a prophet : We al/o believe, and therefore ſpeak ; 
ſays an apoſtle}. The ſame ſpirit of faith who 
: * James, i. 18. Confeſſion, Art III. 1560. 


} John, iii. 16. 17. 2 Cor. iv. 13. 
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dwelt in prophets, and was received by the hearing 
of prophecy, dwelt in apoſtles, and was received 
by the hearing of the goſpel. Upon the very face 
of our text it appears, that the apoſtles were per- 
ſuaded of their own ſalvation. Peter faith, we be- 
lie ve that we ſhall be ſaved. Had he intended an 
affirmative only upon the ſalvation of others, he 
would have ſaid, we believe that ye ſhall be ſaved 
through the grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. But 
inſtead of ye ſhall be ſaved, he ſays we ſhall be 
ſaved. In this ſpeech, we is preferred to ye with 
great reaſon and propriety. By nature, theſe holy 
men were children of diſobedience and wrath, even 
as others. Their ſin, and guilt, and impotence, 
they neither denied nor concealed. Far from at- 
tempting to deny or conceal, they were forward to 
expoſe and record their circumſtances among ſaved 
ſinners. We ourſelves alſo were ſometimes fooliſh, 
diſcbedient, deceived, ſerving diverſe luſts and plea» 
ſures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating 
ene another. But after that the kindneſs and love of 
God our Saviour toward man appeared, not by works 
ef righteouſneſs, which we have done, but according 
to his mercy he ſaved us by the waſhing of regenera- 
tion, and renewing of the Holy Gheſt ; whom he ſhed 
on us abundantly, through Feſus Chriſt our Saviour. 
That being juſtified by his grace, we ſhould be made 
heirs, according to the hope of eternal life *, 

Sixthly, This perſuaſion of falvation, through 
the grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, according to 
the truth of the record, is wrought in our hearts 


by the Spirit of faith. Though perfectly rational, 


it is not a natural effort of the mind. Our incli- 

nations run the contrary way; and ſupernatural 

operations are neccflary to turn the current. We 

muſt therefore introduce into the work of faith, 

the power and operation of the Spirit by the word, 
Tit. iii. 3—5. 

and 
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and maintain that the perſuaſion cometh of him 
who calleth us. Some years before the meeting of 
the aſſembly in which the words of our text were 
delivered, when Peter had made this declaration of 
his faith, Thou art Chrift the Son of the living God ; 
it was ſaid, Fle/b and blood hath not revealed it unto 
thee, but my Father who is in heaven *. And Paul 
in one of his epiſtles ſays, the power to themward 
who believe, is an exceeding great power, accord- 
ing to that which God exerted in raiſing Chriſt 
from the dead + The ſame apoſtle prays for ano- 


ther church, That God would count them worthy of 


this calling, and fulfil all the good pleaſure of his 
goodneſs, and the work of faith with power F. In cre- 
ating this perſuaſion, the operation of the Holy 
Spirit is exerted by the word. The teſtimony of 
prophets, and the declaration of apoſtles, concern- 
ing falvation through the grace of the Lord Jetus 


Chriſt, are placed in pertinent paſſages of Scrip- 


ture; before the underſtanding, in demonſtration 
of the Spirit and of power; and the finful, and 
guilty, and perithing creature, convinced of their 
truth, is perſuaded and enabled to receive and reſt 
in them, as faithful ſayings, and worthy of all ac- 
ceptation. This faith, which doth not ſtand in the 
wiſdom of men, but in the power f God, is not 
of the fame ſtature and firmneis in all who believe, 
Peter ſtood firm and rote high, when he ſaid, Ve 
believe that. through the grace of the Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, we ſball be javed, even as they But tealing 
and confirming operations of the fame Spirit of 
faith, which, by the word, eitabliſh-d and advan- 
ced apoſtles, are iufficient, by the fame word, to 
eſtabliſh and advance beli vers 1s fullaſſurance of 
falvation. In whom ye alia triſted after ye heard the 
word of truth, the goſpel of your ſalvation : in whom 
alſo after that ye believed, ye were ſealed with that 
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Holy Spirit of promiſe, which is the earneſt of FRY | 


inheritance, until the redemption of the purchaſed poſ- 
ſeffion, unto the praiſe of his glory. Even as the 
teſtimony f Chriſt was confirmed in you. So that ye 
come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our 


Lord Fefus Chrift : Who ſhall alſo confirm you unto the 


ond, that ye may be blameleſs in the day of our Lord 
Fofus Chrift 4. For I uould that ye knew what great 
confliet I have for you, and them at Laodicea, and for 
as many as thave not ſeen my face in the fleſh: That 
their hearts might be comforted, being knit together 
in love, and unto all riches of the Full aſſurance «of 
underflanding, to the acknowledgement of the myſtery 
6f Cod, and of the Father, and of Chriſt ; in whom 
are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge g. 
The profeſſion of this univerſally intereſting 


truth, That ſalvation is through the grace of the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is now to be explained. The 
apoſtles profeſſed boldly and openly in the face of 


the world, that they believed to be ſaved through 


his grace; and their profeſſion may be eonſidered 
as an oppoſition to unbelief, and a ſtandard lifted 
up againſt error. | 

Firſt, Profeſſion is an oppoſition to unbelief. 
Though men full-of faith and of the Holy Ghoſt, 
the apoſtles were not without remains of fin and 
unbelief. Unbelief is an enemy to every believer, 
whether he be weak or ſtrong. Neither Paul, nor 
Apollos, nor Cephas, nor any other apoſtle, were 
above the reach of this enemy. How did theſe 
{ſtrong believers reſiſt the diſaffected party in their 
own hearts? They oppoſed and reſiſted it, with bold 
and open profeſſions of their intereſt in Chriſt, and 
of their perſuaſion of ſalvation through his grace 


and name. By theſe profeflions the inſolence of 


unbelief was daſhed, and reaſonings againſt the 
faith and hope of the (goſpel were expoled, ſilen- 
Eph. i. 13. 14. ++ 1 Cor. * 7.8. f Col. ii. 1. 2. 3. 
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ced, and ſwept away. The ſame enemy which aſ- 
failed and diſturbed the exerciſe of apoſtles, as be- 
lievers, dwells and works in our hearts. Lament, 
but be not ſurpriſed at its operations. Malignity is 
its nature. While poiſon is poiſon, unbelief will 
be malignity and enmity againſt grace, and ſalva- 
tion unto the praiſe of the glory of grace. Reſiſt 
it in the ſpirit and armour of apoſtles and prophets. 
Boldly profeſs, and conſtantly hold faſt the pro- 
ſeſſion of your faith. Be not aſhamed to maintain 
it in holy converſations before men, nor diſmayed 
at perverſe reaſonings againſt it in your own minds, 
ſupported with temptations to caſt away confidence 
toward God: Sceing we have a great high-prieſt, 
who is paſſed into the heavens, Feſus the Son of God, 
det us hold faſt our profeſſion *. In ordinances of 
worſhip and duties of obedience, Let us draw near 


unto God with a true heart, in full aſſurance of faith ; - 


— and Let. us hold faſt the profeſſion of our faith 
without wavering, for he is faithful that promiſed f. 
Uprightneſs and conſtancy in the profeſſion of our 
Holy faith, are duties and honours in the Chriſtian 
life, and raiſe our ſpirits to ſuſtain the grand at- 
rack at the end of it without fainting. Behold this 
exemplified and recommended in the dying teſti- 
monies of two apoſtolic men. For I am now ready 
20 be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 
1 have fought a good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, 
1 have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up 
for me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord the 
righteous judge ſhall give me at that day : and not to 
me only, but unto all them alſo who love his appears 
ing . IWherefore-I will not be negligent to put you 
always in remembrance of theſe things, though ye 
know them, and be eſtabliſhed in the preſent truth, 
Tea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this taber- 
nacle, to ſtir you up, by putting you in remembrance : 


® Heb. iv. 14. f Heb. x. 22 23. 2 3 ; 
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Knowing that ſhortly I muſt put off this my taber- 
nacle, even as our Lord Feſus Chriſt hath fhewed me. 
Moreover, 1 will endeavour that ' you may be able 
after my deceaſe, to have theſe' things always in 
remembrance. For we have not followed cunningly 


deviſed fables, when we made known unto you the 


power and coming of our lord Feſus Chriſt, but 
were eye-witneſſes of his majeſty. For he received 
from God the Father, honour and glory, when there 
came ſuch a voice to him from the excellent glory, This 
is my beloved Son, in whom 1 am well pleajed *. 
Secondly, Profeſſion is a ſtandard lifted up a- 
gainſt error. When oppoſition to the faith raiſes 
its voice, contending for the faith begins, and muſt 
continue till oppoſition be ſilenced, convinced, and 
ſubdued. The apoſtles had very ſoon occalion for 
the whole armour of God; and, after bringing 
multitudes to the knowledge, and love, and belief 
of the truth, were obliged, with every ſpiritual wea- 
pon, to protect and defend them againſt the oppo- 
ſition of error. A queſtion concerning the neceſ- 
ſity of circumciſion, and the conſideration of works 


of the law in ſalvation, made great noiſe in An- 


tioch, and at laſt came before the apoſtles and el- 
ders in Jeruſalem. The party againſt the truth o£ 
the goſpel in this queſtion, was of the ſect of the 
Phariſees, and was not ſoon filenced. There was 


much diſputing before the aſſembly agreed in an 


edifying deciſion. But the ſtrongeſt believers, left 
to themſelves, are weak, and eaſily moved by 
temptation and fear. Peter, who took a decided 
and laudable part in the determination of that day, 
is afterwards blamed by Paul, and withſtood to the 
face, for diſſembling his ſentiments, and not walks 


ing uprightly, according to the truth of the goſpel,. 


and the decree of the aflembly +. In imitation of 
that mild and upright body in the church, let us 


* 2 Pet. i. 12.17. + Gal. ii. 11. 
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ſtand faſt in one ſpirit, and with one mind ſtrive 


together for the faith of the goſpel. If error found 
a noiſy party in churches, which were planted, in- 
cloſed, and watered by apoſtles, in the laſt days, 
which are perilous times, we ſhould not be ſur- 
priſed to hear the noiſe of adverſaries from the 
ſame quarter. Works of righteouſneſs which we 


do, or are preſumed capable to do, are introduced 


into ſalvation by ſome as the complete, and by o- 
thers as the partial cauſe. The former build eternal 
life upon human obedience. Virtuous conduct, 


confined by theſe blunderers unto a part of the, 


moral law, is ſuppoſed ſufficient to intitle ſinners 
to the poſſeſſion of a heaven. Unto the love, 
grace, obedience, ſufferings, and death of our Re- 
deemer, nothing is aſſigned but the example or pat: 
tern of virtuous conduct; while all who believe not 
in their ſyſtem, are ungenerouſly held to be difat- 
fected to virtuous conduct. But a plain reader of 


His Bible muſt ſoon be convinced, that this flatter- 


ing ſyſtem fruſtrates the grace of God, and makes 
Chriſt of none effect to the world. There he will 
read, O that every reader would underſtand and 
believe, I righteonſnefs come by the law, then Chriſt 
is dead in vain * ; and Not by works of righteoufneſs 
which we have done, but according to his mercy he 


faved us f. The latter, joining to the righteouſneſs 


of Chriſt works of our own, advance theſe works 
unto auxiliary and partial cauſes of ſalvation. As 
the work of every man will be tried, this muſt be 
fatal to the works, though the worker ſhould: e- 
ſcape. For other foundation. can no man lay, than 


that ts laid, which is Feſus Chrift. Now é any man 


build upon this foundation, gold, ſilver, precious 
ftones, wood, hay, ſtubble ; every man's work ſhall 
be manifeſt. For the day ſhall declare it, becauſe it 
hall be revealed by fire ; and the fire Mall try every 


* Gal. it. ar. + Tit. iii. $. 
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man's work, of what fort it is. If any man's work - 


abide which he hath built thereupon, he ſhall receive a 


reward. If any man's work ſhall be burnt, he ſhall. | 


fuffer loſs : but he himſelf ſhall be ſaved; yet fo as by 


fire*. Virtuous conduct, or ſincere obedience, is 
not an operating cauſe, but an eſſential part of ſal- 


vation through the grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
We are not faved of works, nor for works, nor 
by works; but choſen unto ſalvation through 


them, redeemed unto them, ordained to walk in 


them, and to perform them throughly furniſhed. 


For this faith which Prophets and Apoſtles recei- 


ved from the Spirit, and delivered to the faints, let 
us contend earneſtly; and in nothing terrified by 


adverſaries, inſtruct in meekneſs thoſe who oppoſe 
themſelves, if God peradventure will give them re- 


pentance, to the acknowledging of the truth, 


Unto what we have ſpoken, we ſhall add at pre- 
fent only ſome exhortation. Firſt, Be firmly per- 
ſuaded of this truth; that falvation is through the 


grace of the Lord Jefus Chriſt. To Prophets it 


was an object of inquiry: To Apoſtles it was a 
theme of difcourſe. In this both were rooted and 
grounded; and to the laſt continued ſtedfaſt and 
immoveable believers, dying with high praiſes of it 
in their mouths, and ſealing it with their blood. 


Nor can it be abandoned, without deferting Pro- 


phets and Apoſtles, and the Son of God himſelf. 
am the way, and the truth, and the life : no man 
cometh: unto the Father but by me + Wherefore be 


ye allo ſtedfaft in this truth, and hold it faſt in all 


extremities. | 


Secondly, Be diligent to attain the perſuaſion of 


your own ſalvation through the grace of the Lord 

Jeſus Chriſt. The apoſtles were perſuaded; - not 

only that ſinners. are ſaved through his grace, but 
®. x. Cor. iii. 14,15. + Johan, ain 6. 


F 3 that, 
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that, through it, they themſelves, as ſinners, would 
be ſaved. Stronger perſuaſion of ſalvation appears 
in none than in the Apoſtle Paul. How did he 
poſlcſs himſelf of this jewel? Was the book'of life 
laid open to him, or, with the grace of apoſtleſhip, 
was a ſpecial revelation received? No. By belie- 
ving the record which God gave of his Son, by 
fulfilling the miniſtry which he received by the re- 
velation of Jeſus Chriſt, and by the anointing and 
ſealing of the Holy Spirit of promiſe, this man roſe 
unto full aflurance- of underſtanding, faith, and 
hope. This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all 


acceptation, that Chriſt Feſus came into the world to 


fave finners ; of whom 1 am chief. In this we be- 
hold believing of the record. None of theſe things 
move me, neither count I my life dear unte myſelf, ſo 
that 1 might finiſh my courſe with joy, and the mini- 
fry which I have received of the Lord Feſus, to teſ- 
tify the goſpel of the grace of God. Here we be- 
hold diligence in the miniſtry. Now he who ſtabliſb- 
eth us with you in Chrift, and hath anointed us, is 

God : Who hath alſo ſealed us, and given the earneft 

of the Spirit in our hearts}, Here is the anointing 

and ſealing of the Spirit. Ye ſee the means and 

advantages which were furniſhed unto Paul. Ob- 

ſerve next how ye are furniſhed. That Chriſt Jeſus 

came into the world to faze ſinners, is ſtill the re- 

cord of God; and believing it, which is the duty 

and intereſt of every ſinner, is not a tranſient ope- 

ration of the ſoul, but a continued exerciſe, ex- 

tending itfelf the whole length of our ſpiritual life, 

and increaſing its own evidence as it goes along: 

He that believeth on the Son of God, hath the witneſs 

in himſelf ||; and the more firmly he believes, the 

witneſs will be clearer and ſtronger. Again, Paul 

and you are members of the fame body. All the 

* x Tim. i. rg. + Acts, xx. 24. 
J a Cot: i. 21 21. | Johan, v. 10. 
| _difference 


ens Vo bn. als A £6: ß 257 ts ants a = ea wn W tt © Www 2 _ = 8 HH, © VN tc += wn was, -_ 


inting 
1s and 
Ob- 
t Jeſus 
the re- 
e duty 
it ope- 
ſe, ex- 
zal life, 
along: 
wit ne /e 
es, the 
2, Paul 
All che 


Jerence 


8 E R MON IV. 67 


difference is in ſtation and fervice. In his high 
ſtation he was not flathful in bufineſs,, but fervent 
in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord with all humility of 


mind, and with many tears and temptations. Th 


haſt fully known, ſays he to a young miniſter,” my 
doftrine, manner of life, purpoſe, faith, long-ſuffer- 
ing, charity, patience*. Behold the virtuous con- 
duct or the fincere obedience of this man, whoſe 
great object was to be found in Chriſt ; not having 
his own righteouſneſs, which was of the law, but 
that which is through the fab of Chriſt, the 
righteouſneſs which is of God by faith : And be- 
hold his unwearied diligence to make his calling 
and election ſure : And we deſire, that every one of 
you, in the lower ſtations of the body, do /hew the 
fame diligence, to the full affurance of hope unto the 
end. That ye be not flethful, but followers of them, 
who through faith and patience inherit the promiſes f. 
Climb the mountain of holinefs, ye who walk in 
darkneſs and have no light. The nearer ye afcend 
the top, election wilt be more viſible; and the 
more clearly ye will fee, that from the beginning 
you were choſen to ſalvation, through ſanctifica- 
tion of the Spirit and belief of the truth. The 
hand of the clock points to the hour of the day, 
and the needle in the compaſs to the poles of hea- 
ven; and holineſs in all manner of converſation, 
points truly and infallibly to our calling and elee- 
tion in Chriſt : According as he hath choſen us in 
him, before the foundation of the world, that we 
ſhould be holy, and without blame before him in love |. 
Who hath ſaved us, and called us with an holy calling, 
not according to our works, but according to his own. 
purpoſe and grace which was given us in Chriſt Je- 
fus, before the world began **. Finally, Whatever 
be the difference in meaſure, you are anointed and 


* 2 Tim. iii. 10. f Philip, iii. 9. 4 Heb, vi. 11. 12. 
4 Eph. i. 4 · ts 2 Tim. i. 4. 
ſealed 
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fealed in Chriſt by the ſame Spirit of promiſe. A- 


nointing and ſealing were none of the excluſive pri- 
vileges of apoſtles. Theſe holy men rejoiced in 
ſuch operations of the Spirit in their own hearts, 
as privileges of ſaints, and called ſaints to rejoice 
with them in the abundance of the conſolation. In 
whom alſo after that ye believed, ye were ſealed with 
that Holy Spirit of promiſe, who ts the earneſt of our 
znherifance *. Ye have received the Spirit of adop- 
tion, by whom we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit 
him/elf beareth witneſs with our | ſpirit, that ve are 
children of God f. Ye have an unction from the Holy 
One, and ye know all things. The anointing which 
ye have received of him, abideth in you : and ye need 
not that any man teach you : but as the ſame anoint- 

ing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no 
hie : and even as it hath taught you, ye ſhall abide 
in him f. Behold how ye are furniſhed to ' attain 
perſuaſion of your ſalvation 3 and we exhort you, 
To give diligence to make your calling and election 
fure ; that ye may be able to ſay, We believe that, 


through the grace of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, we ſoall | 


be Javed, even as they. 

- Thirdly, Be ſtedfaſt in the profeſſion of your 
holy faith; and without wavering hold faſt unte 
the end this univerſally intereſting. truth, That ſal- 
vation is through the grace of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. It hath adverſaries who make great noiſe, 
and who are in great fear for virtue and obedience, 
where there is no fear. O'that they would turn 
their eyes to the examples of virtue and. obedience, 
which Prophets and. Apoſtles ſet before the world! 
But though miſrepreſented. by ſome, and contra» 


dicted and blaſphemed by. others, be not afraid nor 


aſhamed to profeſs it to be your faith, Through 
the grace of the Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, the law of the 


» Eph, i. 13. 14. f Rom. viii. 13. 16. 1 John, ii. 20. . 
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Moſt. Holy is eſtabliſhed, the. perfections of: the 
Moſt High are glorified, and the ſalvation of men 
is fixed upon an honourable and fare foundation. 
By Prophets and Apoſiles, infpiration ſets, a ſeal 
to ſalvatian through it, and reveals it to the world 
as the only medium of the ſalvation which fits our 
neceſſities. Be not offended when you hear ſelf- 
ſufficient men defaming it; nor diſſemble and con- 
ceal your principles, becauſe theſe are not appro» 
ved among the wiſe and prudent. F there: came 
any man to you as a teacher, and bring not with him 
ſalvation through the grace of the Lord Jefus 
Chriſt, receive him nat into your houſe, neither bid 
him God. ſpeed. For he that biddeth him God ſpeed, is 
a partaker of his evil deeds *, and an acceſſary to 
the ruinous conſequences of his error. Look to 
the principles, as well as unto the manners of the 
young, the giddy, and the thoughtleſs. Senti- 
ments diſhonourahle to grace, and ſalvation through 
it, are natural. With inclinations to theſe, your 
ſons and daughters are born into the world. Do 
not ſuffer them to go naked and defenceleſs amon 

the wolves; nor to come abroad into the —_ 
without warnings of the danger of erroneous: teachs 
ers, by whom their natural fentiments of the way 
of entering into hfe, inſtead of being reproved and 
corrected, will be flattered and confirmed. Be not 
carried about with divers and {ſtrange doctrines. 
Feſus Chriſt is the ſame yeſterday, and to-day, and 
far ever. Remember them which haue ths rule over 
you, wha have ſpoken unto you the word of God, whoſe 
faith fallaw, confidering the end.of their con ver ſat ion: 
and hold faſt the confidence and. the rejoicing, firm 
unto the end of your own converiatian, that where 
Chrift ſhall appear, we may haue confidance, and nat 
be aſhamed before him. at his caming. 

| 1 John, 10. 2 
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But all men have not the faith which believes in 
the Lord, and which juſtifies, purifies, and ſaves. 


Graces and gifts are ſeparable bleflings, and are 
not always in the poſſeſſion of the ſame perſons. 


With gifts, the faith of ſalvation through the grace 


of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt may be preached unto the 
world by men whoſe hearts are never purified in 


_ "obeying the truth through the Spirit; and hearers, 


by the illumination of their minds, may underſtand 
and approve it, without believing, or without re- 
ceiving the love of the truth that they may be ſaved. 
Unbelie vers of every ſentiment and perſuaſion, we 
exhort to uſe means of believing; and in the uſe of 
theſe, to wait upon the Lord for power of belie- 
ving. Ne means of believing. While it is called 
to-day, daily read the Scriptures. In theſe holy 
writings the way of ſalvation is made known and 
deſcribed. Confider what you read in them, of 
the finful, and guilty, and miſerable ſtate of man- 
kind ; of the holineſs, and righteouſneſs, and 
mercy, and promiſes of God; of the love, and 
grace, and obedience, and death of Chriſt; of the 
power, and work, and conſolation of the Holy 
Spirit; and of the calls, and invitations, and com- 
mands to receive the ſalvation, which is revealed 
and brought nigh to every ſinner who has an eye 
to ſee, and an ear to hear. Give ear to men of 
underſtanding, who preach the faith, and ſhew un- 
to you the way of ſalvation. By the fooliſhneſs of 
preaching, it hath pleaſed God to fave them who 
believe; and faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God. In uſing means of believing, 
wait upon the Lord for power of believing: Unto 
them who aſk - him, our heavenly Father will give 
the Holy Spirit, When the Spirit of truth, of 
power, of love, and of a ſound mind, is given, and 
by the hearing of faith received, men believe; and 
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O what wonders are wrought in this day of power! 
The eyes of the blind are opened, and the ears of 
the deaf unſtopped; priſoners are looſed, and cap- 
tives redeemed; the guilty are pardoned, and the 
filthy waſhed; the naked are clothed, and the 
hungry filled; enemies are reconciled, and aliens 
adopted; the lame leap as the hart, and the tongues 
of the dumb ſing. 
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ACTS, xv. 11. 


But ve believe that, through tbe grace the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, we ſhall be ſaved, even as they. 


BY the diſobedience of one, who repreſented all, 
mankind fell into the ſtate of fin and miſery, 
Deliverance out of this ſtate, is the ſalvation which 
the Scripture reveals, and which the miniſtry of re- 
conciliation preaches. Who, and what, and where, 
is the wonderful perſon who wrought our deliver- 
ance? If there be a natural propenſity in indivi- 
duals to dive into the pedigree of their families, and 
in nations to fix that of their princes, heroes, and 
legiſlators; finners are more deeply intereſted to 
know, who the great perſon is, what the great 
perſon is, and where to find the great perſon, who 
came into the world, that through him the world 
might be ſaved. | 
In the firſt of the preceding Diſcourſes, his offi- 


cial names, Lord, Jeſus, Chriſt, are explained; 


in the ſecond, his grace is diſplayed; in the third, 
ſalvation through his grace is deſcribed; and in 
the fourth, faith of ſalvation through his grace, 
and profeſſion of it, are recommended. From theſe 
intereſting conſiderations, the following inferences 
{hall be laid before you. Miſtakes among believers 
concerning the grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in 

ſalvation 
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ſalration are hurtful; — Clear and correct appre- 


henſions of it are uſeful; — Faith of ſalvation 
through it is attainable; — Boaſting is excluded 
and ſilenced; — And among behevers, glorying 
in the Lord is ſober and reaſonable exerciſe. 

Firſt, Miſtakes among believers concerning the 
ower and ſplendour of the grace of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt in ſalvation are hurtful. Every miſ- 


take is contrary to our intereſt, and hurts our faith 


and obedience, in proportion to the importance of 
the truth which is miſtaken. The grace of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt in our ſalvation, is of effential 
and univerſal importance from beginning to end; 
and miſtakes concerning its operation and influ- 
ence, undermine the health and vigour of the ſpi- 
ritual life, diſcourage believers from laying hold on 
the ſtrong conſolations which nouriſh and ſupport 
it, and diſable them for thoſe bold exertions in 
faith and obedience which appear in the lives of 
holy men. A ſelf-ſufficient and legal turn of mind 
clogs the operations of the ſoul, and prevents its 
reaching thoſe heights of joy and peace in be- 
lieving, unto which the Holy Spirit, by evangeli- 
cal principles, raiſes the more perfect and the more 
enlightened believer. Perſons who are in darkneſs 
and miſtakes concerning the excluſive and trium- 
phant operation of the grace of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt in ſalvation, and who never underſtand how 
ſelf is excluded, though they love and ſerve Chriſt, 


and read and hear of his being the end of the law - 


for righteouſneſs to every one that believeth, do 
not underſtand how he is fo to them. They do not 
ſee clearly the glory of this conſideration of him; 
nor are they able to draw out the proper conſe- 
quences, - with reſpect to dependence upon his 
righteouſneſs, for deliverance from wrath, and ac- 
ceptance with God, Their hope of ſalvation is a 


bruiſed recd and a ſmoking flax; and by occurren- 
ces 
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ces in the courſe of Providence, their experience 
in the power of religion is every day unbottomed, 
and turned upſide down. Unacquainted with the 


operation of faith toward the Lord our righteouſ- 


neſs and ſtrength, and performing the duties of 
holineſs in ſomething of their own, they frequent- 
ly ſtand ſtill in ſanctification, ſlide ſometimes back, 
and move forward always flowly and heavily. 
Without aſſurance of their redemption from the 
curſe, and deliverance from the law, fear of death 
keeps them in bondage, and raiſes alarms every 
hour of the day, which looſen the joints of their 
loins, and fmite their knees one againſt another. 
Your exerciſe, believers, compared with the righ- 
teouſneſs of faith, and law of Chriſt, will diſcover 
to you a great deal more hurtfulneſs and iniquity 
in miſtakes, concerning the power, and ſufficiency, 
and ſplendour, of the grace of the Lord Jefus 
Chriſt in ſalvation; and when theſe are diſcovered, 
No means proper for correcting and removing-them 
ſhould be neglected. Read, conſider, and commit 
to memory thoſe precious paſſages of Scripture, in 
which the Spirit teſtifies of Chriſt, of the \com- 
pleteneſs of his righteouſneſs, of the reign of grace 
through him, of our deliverance by him from the 
law, of our being made the righteouſneſs of God 
in him, and of an entire dependence upon him as 
the glory of our ſtrength, in ſerving him in holi- 
neſs and righteouſneſs all the days of our life, and 
in working out our ſalvation with fear and trem- 
bling. In humility, meditation, prayer, and con- 
ference, endeavour to underſtand more clearly and 
extenſively the mind of the Spirit, in his teſtimony 
to Chriſt; and by new diſcoveries of it, correct old 
miſtakes, and renounce former errors. And may 
the God of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, the Father of glory, 
give unto you the Spirit of wiſdom and revelation, in 
; he knowledge of him. The eyes of your underſtand- 
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ing being enlightened ; that ye may know what is the 
hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory 
of his inheritance in the ſaints, and what is the ex- 
ceeding greatneſs of his power to us-ward who believe, 
according to the working of his mighty. power, which 
he wrought in Chriſt when be raiſed him from the 
dead *, | 

Secondly, Among believers, clear and correct 
apprehenſions of the power and ſplendour of the 


grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſalvation, are 


uſeful and ſerviceable, Delivered from the law, 
which held them under the curſe; ſet free from 
the guilt and dominion of fin, which reigned in 
them; and, by evangelical principles received in 
demonſtration of the Spirit, relieved from per- 
plexities concerning union to Chriſt, and acceptance 
with God; they joy in God through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, by whom they have now received the 
atonement, mount the high places of holineſs and 
heavenly mindedneſs, where prophets, apoſtles, 
and martyrs walked and ſang; ſuſtain billows of 
adverſity and buffetings of temptation with the 
firmneſs of rocks, conquer every enemy, and, with- 
out fainting, encounter all that is terrible in dying. 
Who ſhall lay any thing te the charge of God's elect? 
It is God that gujtifieth. Who is he that condemneth ? 
It is Chrift that died, yea rather that is riſen again, 
who is even at the right-hand of God, who alſo maketh 
interceſſion for us. Who ſhall ſeparate us from the 
love of Chriſt ? ſhall tribulation, or diftreſs, or perſe- 
cut ion, or famine, or nakedneſs, or. peril, or fword ? 
Nay, in all theſe things we are more than conquerors, 
through him that loved us. For 1 am perſuaded, that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things preſent, nor things to come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, ſhall 
be able to ſeparate us from the love of God, which is 
* Eph. i. 17. 18. 19. 20. 
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in Chriſt Feſus our Lord *. Two hundred and fifty 
years ago, a young man f, a native of Scotland, 
a relation to the then reigning family, and burnt 
at the age of twenty-three, expreſſes himſelf con- 
cerning gratuitous ſalvation, with clearneſs and 
precifion, truly apoſtolical : “ No man is juſtified 
« by the deeds of the law, but by the faith of 
« Chrift.—He was puniſhed for thee, and there- 
« fore thou ſhalt not be puniſhed. I do not ſay, 
« that we ought to do no good deeds; bur J ſay, 
« we ſhould do no good works, to the intent to 
« obtain the remiſſion of ns, and the inheritance 
4 of heaven: For God faith, Thy ſins are for- 
4. given thee for my Son's fake; and thou ſhalt 
„% have the inheritance of heaven for my Son's 
« fake. - I condemn not good deeds, but I con- 
„ demn truſt in any works; for all the works 
« wherein. a man putteth any confidence, are 
« by his confidence poiſoned, ,and become evil. 
« Wherefore thou muf#t do good works; and be- 
« ware of doing them with the view to deſerve 
« any good for them.” The righteouſneſs which 
is of faith, diſplays in ſalvation the operations and 
iplendour of the grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 

and is not merely the truth which is believed, but 
the medium through which the unction is received ; 

Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by 
the hearing of faith t, is the apoſtle's manner of in- 
finuating to theſe bewitched believers, that the faith 
of Chriſt, in oppoſition to the works of the law, is 
the channel through which ſanctifying, ſealing, 
and confirming influence flows into the church, 
and the mean by which all gracious operations are 
performed among the members. Look into holy 
Scripture, where the obedience of prophets, a- 
poſtles, and believers, is delineated ; look into 
bloody annals of the church, where the patience 


* Rom. viii. 33.— 30. + Patrick Hamihion, 1 Gal. iii. 2. 
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of martyrs is atteſted. In peace and joy in be- 
lieving, theſe holy men mounted high; and like 
eagles in the air, and with eyes fixed on the Sun 
of righteouſneſs, ſoared beyond the ſight of com- 


mon ſpectators. In the race ef obedience, they 


ran not as. uncertainly; and laying - aſide every 
weight, and forgetting things behind, reached 
forth unto things. before, and with amazing ſwift- 
neſs prefled toward the mark, for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. In-the war- 
fare of patience, they fought not as men that beat 
the air; and by the meekneſs and patience of Chriſt 
conquered and triumphed. Unto what principle 
ſhall we aſcribe the height to which they ſoared in 
believing, the ſwiftneſs with which they ran. the 
way of God's commandments, and the ſucceſs and 
glory with which they conquered and triumphed in 
ſuffering and patience ? By themſelves, theſe are 
aſcribed unto the anointing and ſealing of the Holy 


Spirit, whom they received by the hearing of faith. 


Great, therefore, is the importance of the righ- 
teouſneſs which is of faith, both as the fruth to, be 


believed, and the medium through which the unc-: 


tion 1s received. | 


Thirdly, Faith of ſalvation through the grace of 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is attainable among believers, 
By this faith two truths are believed, that the ſal- 


vation of others is through his grace, and that cr 
gun ſalvation is through his grace. The apoſtles. 


believed and profeſſed both; and to believe and 
profeſs” both, believers have in the word of faith 


the ſame ground, the fame help, and the fame 
Spirit. The faith of the 5 is not faving.. Men. 


may be perſuaded, that ſinners who believe in. 


Chriſt ſhall be ſaved through his grace, and yes 
periſh themſelves in unbelief and ſin. The faith of 
the /econd, being a work of the Holy Spirit by the 
word in. believers, is certainly ſaving. » None ex- 
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cept believers on the Son of God have the witnets 
in themſelves. By adding to their faith virtue, 
and to virtue knowledge, and to knowledge tem- 
perance, and to temperance patience, and to pa- 
tience godlineſs, and to godlineſs brotherly kind- 
neſs, and to brotherly kindneſs charity; thoſe who 
have the witneſs in themſelves, are diſtinguiſhed 
from thoſe, who, turning grace into laſciviouſneſs, 
and ſporting themſelves with their own deceivings, 
receive in themſelves that recompence of their er- 
ror which is meet, and utterly periſh in their own 
corruption. Every believer hath not the full af 
ſurance of this faith; and one who hath it to-day, 
may want it to-morrow. But full aſſurance of it 
hath been attained, is attainable, and ought to be 
diligently ſought. Its conſolations and viches are 
better than the pleaſures of fin and the treaſures of 
Egypt. Under the perſuaſion of our own ſalvation 
through the grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, every 
heavy thing is light, and every duty pleaſant : Bit- 
ters in the cup of adverfity become ſweet, and 
bleſſings in the cup of ſalvation are refined into 
ſpiced wines: Clay-cold graves, full of worms and 
clods of duſt, are peaceable habitations, ſure dweil- 
ings, and quiet reſting-places : The dead fea de- 
tween us and the glory of the kingdom, deprived 
of the power of deſtruction, is ſmooth and navi- 
gable ; _ like a ftately veſſel coming into port 
before-a fair wind, and with every fail bent, the 
ſoul ſhall enter the deſired haven. W#herefore the 
rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling 
and election ſure; for if ye do theſe things ye ſhall 
never fall. For ſo an entrance ſhall be miniſtered 
unto you abundantly, into the everlaſting kingdom of 
our Lord Jeſus Chrift *. e 
Fourthly, By ſalvation through the grace of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt boaſting is ſilenced and exclu- 


9 2 Pet. i. 10. 11. Jed 
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ded. The righteous would have ſomething to ſay. 
They do their beſt, and their righteouſneſs has all 
the perfection competent to the righteouſneſs of 
men in their circumſtances. To him that worketh, 
the reward is reckoned of debt *. Claims of reward 
due to workers of righteouſneſs, for works of 
righteouſneſs which they have wrought, are found- 
ed upon covenant, and ſupported by law. If Adam 
had wrought righteouſneſs unto the end, his re- 
ward, by the promiſe and covenant of the Sove- 
reign, would have been of debt; and law, inſtead 
of ſtopping his mouth, muſt have allowed and ſup- 
ported his claim. But where can the righteous be 
found, and what have the guilty to ſay ? If theſe 
ſhall raiſe their voice, and after law hath ſtop 

every mouth, attempt to. ſpeak. for themſelves, 
neither reaſon nor patience have ears to hear. 
Talk no more ſo exceeding proudly, O fallen 
man; let not arrogancy come out of thy mouth, 
for the Lard is a God of knowledge, and by him actions 
are weighed f. Excluding and fitencing this un- 
reaſonable and vain-glorious talking, was a ſecret 
in the comtemplation of the wiſdom of God, when 
ſinners to be ſaved were choſen; and is brought to 


light, and made manifeſt, when tboſe who. were 


choſen are called to receive ſalvation through the 
grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. For ye ſee your 
calling, brethren, how that not many wiſe men after 
the fleſh, not many mighty, not many noble, are call. 
ed. But God hath choſen the foaliſh things of the 
world, to confound the wiſe ; and Cad hath choſen the 
weak things of the world, to. confound the things 
which are mighty ; and baſe things of the world, and 
things which are deſpiſed, hath God choſen, yea, and 
things which are nat, to bring ta nought things that 
are ; that no fleſh ſhould glory in his preſence. But 
of him are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, who of God is made unto 


® Rom. iv. 4 | 2. Sam. ii. 3. 
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80 SER KON. 
us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and ſan@ification, and 


redemption : That, according as it is written, He 
that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord *. Where is 
boaſting then? It is excluded. By what law? of 
works? May: but by the law of faith . Since the 
law of faith hath excluded this vain, and noiſy, 
and empty thing, it ſhould never be introduced a- 


mong believers who are under this law. Paul 


boaſted, As the truth of Chriſt is in me, no man ſhall 
flop me of this boaſting in the regions of Achaia ; but, 
adds he, that which I ſpeak, 1 ſpeak it not after the 
Lord, but as it were fooliſhly in this confidence of 


boaſting f. Boaſting before men, in his circumſtan- 


ces, and in his meaſure, was admiſſible. Boaſting 
before the Lord was contrary to his principles, and 
the object of his deteſtation. The man who would 
not admit, that our father Abraham could boaſt 
before God, cannot be ſuppoſed to allow himſelf 
to boaſt before God. To ſilence it, both prophets 
and apoſtles raiſe their voices: Thus faith the Lord, 
Let not the wife man glory in his wiſdom, neither let 
the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich 
man glory in his riches ||. Who maketh thee to differ 


From another ? and what haſt thou that thou didſt not 


receive? now if thou didſt receive it, why doſt thou 
glory, as if thou hadſt not received it. To that 
love wherewith Chriſt loved thee, there is in thee 
no motive. Of that immenſe price paid for thy 


redemption, no part is advanced by thee. In that 


righteouſneſs which is upon thee, none of thy 
works are found. Theſe treaſures which thou poſ- 
ſeſſeſt, are not riches which thou haſt acquired; 
The good works which thou doeſt, are not per- 
formed in thine own ſtrength. The bleſſings with 
which thou art diſtinguiſhed, are not bought with 
thy money. For the inheritance laid up and re- 


* x Cor. i. 26.—31, + Rom iii. 279. f 2 Cor. xi. 10. 17. 
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ſerved in heaven, thou haſt given nothing. Since 
therefore thou art nothing, and doeſt nothing in 
ſalvation, after the law of faith hath ſtopped thy 
mouth, wilt thou glory as if thou wert ſomething, 
and could do ſomething ? In juſtification, thou re- 


ceivedſt the righteouſneſs of Chriſt; in ſanctifica- 


tion, thou workeſt by the Spirit of Chriſt ; under 
infirmities, thou art ſupported by the power of 
Chriſt ; and the beſt thing thou canſt ſay, is, The 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in whom I have righteouſneſs 
and ſtrength, is all and in all. | 

Fifthly, Among believers glorying in the Lord 
is ſober and reaſonable exerciſe. This boaſting the 
law of faith commands; and in it believers, under 
both diſpenſations and in all extremities, rejoiced. 


My foul ſball make her boaſt in the Lord“. In God 


we boaſt all the day long f. In the Lord ſhall all the 
feed of Iſrael be juſtified, and ſball glory F. God for- 
bid that I ſhould glory, fave in the crofs of our Lord 
Jeſus Chrift ||. To him ſpirits of juſt men before 
the throne lift up their voices, ſinging as they ſhine, 
Thou waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed us to God by thy 
blood **, Unto him that loved us, and waſhed us 
from our ſins in his own bloed, and hath made us kings 
and prieſts unto God and his Father ; to him be glory 
and dominion for ever and ever. Amen . Princi- 
palities and powers, in heavenly places, unite with 
theſe, and pitching their voices on the higheſt key, 
ſay, Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive 
power, and riches, and wiſdom, and. ſtrength, and 
honour, and glory, and bleſing t. Hath boaſting 
and glorying in the Lord been the exerciſe of pro- 


phets, apoſtles, and righteous men on earth? Is it 


the honour of ſpirits of juſt men made perfect in 
heaven, and the delight of angels who ſtand be- 


* Pfal. xxxiv. 2, 
Gal. vi. 14. 
te Rev. v. 13. 


+ Pſa). Aliv. 3, 
00" Rev. Ve. . 
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fore the throne, and ſhall we fit ſilent? God for- 
bid. Unto the Lord our righteouſneſs, and 
ſtrength, and ſalvation, we will make a joyful 
noiſe, in pſalms, and hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs. 
Scripture commands it, reaſon commends it, and 
holy men of every denomination, and under all 
diſpenſations, ſet the example. Is gratitude a con- 
ſtellation among the virtues; and is not the con- 
verfation of a finner ſaved through the grace of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, a firmament in which it 
ſhould ſhine as the ſun? Gratitude to a Saviour— 
the Saviour who undertook all, performed all, 
endured all, finiſhed all, triumphed in all, and is 
accepted and plorified in all; collecting heat and 
vigour from the Sun of righteoufneſs, and the 
Spirit of holineſs, ſhoots rays of light and joy 
through the ſyſtem of virtue and obedience, and 
ſhines more and more unto the perfect day; when 
aſcending a higher meridian, its beams will be as 
the brightneſs of the firmament, and the beams of 
a ſun for ever and ever. Hath the Lord Jeſus 
| finiſhed all, and triumphed in all? who is the man, 
and where is the finner, that dares preſume in his 


heart to divide with him the glory of ſalvation? 


None of it is due to us. All is due to him. We 
will therefore adopt the ſentiment of Iſrael, the 
people ſaved by the Lord, and with one mind, and 
one ſoul, ſay, Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, 
but unto thy name give glory, fer thy mercy, and for 
thy truth's ſake *. Though diſuſed and exploded 
by men- of fame. in wiſdom and knowledge, the 
ſentiment is ſoberly ſerious, and perfectly rational. 
Let reaſon be heard in its own province, and it will 
not hetitate to ſay, Glory is due unto him who 
wrought ſalvationz and from us, for whom he 
wrought it, the glory of gratitude is a reaſonable 
acknowledgement. If men of reaſon and learning 
Pal. cxv. 1. 
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will till exclaim — Warm admirers of grace and 
redemption, and cold friends to virtue and obe- 
dience, there is an anſwer : We are not mad, moſt 
learned brethren, but ſpeak forth words of truth 
and ſoberneſs; for we cannot but ſpeak things 
which we have read and heard, Read the Scrip- 
tures, in which ye think ye have eternal life, for 
theſe are they which teſtify, that grace reigns 
through righteouſneſs unto | eternal life, by Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. 

Unto theſe inferences, two exhortations ſhall be 
added. By evil doing, beware of defaming ſal- 
vation-through the grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and endeavour to commend it by well doing. 

Beware of defaming ſalvation through the grace 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt by doing evil. Redemp- 
tion from all iniquity, is an eſſential glory in this 
ſalvation ; and where men who profeſs to receive 
and admire it, continue in fin, and walk after the 
fleſh, its beauty is defaced in the eyes of the world, 
and its glory covered with vomit and 6lthineſs, 
Much of the odium evangelical principles are 
lying under in the preſent day, and many of the 
{uſpicions entertained of their immoral tendency, 
are occaſioned by the irregular conduct, and un- 
gracious tempers which appear among the few by 
whom theſe holy principles are received and ac- 
knowledged. The unrenewed heart ſets againſt 
them the whole force of its enmity, and by wicked 
and ungodly men, who receive not the love of the 
truth, they always will be, as they always have 
been, . and blaſphemed; but the diſho- 
nourable ſentiments and unjuſt ſuſpicions of real 
enemies are confirmed and rivetted by the hollow» 
neſs and falſehood of deceitful friends. What, my 
brethren and my charge, do ye not know, that 
theſe, are ſanQifying principles the only channel 
through which the Spirit of holineſs is — 

an 
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and received, and the only mean by which the 
church is built up in holineſs and comfort, through 
faith unto falvation? After having been taught 
this knowledge, ſhould you go in among evil.doers, 
and by ſtretching forth your hands unto iniquity, 
keep fellowſhip with unfruitful works of darkneſs, 
you will do wickedly againſt conviction of the 
truth, and tempt the world, who are influenced 
more by deeds than by words and profeſſions, to 
conclude, that to continue in fin that grace may 
abound, is, after all, che true inference. ' If the man 
who ſpits in your face, and caſts iniquity upon your 
reputation, is puniſhable at law for inſult and de- 
famationz of how much ſorer puniſhment ſhall 
they be thought worthy, who caſt iniquity upon 
the grace of God, and by ſhameful ſpuing upon the 
glory of ſalvation, cauſe the truth, which is after 
godlineſs, to be contradicted, blaſphemed, and ab- 
horred ? For the truth's fake, which is after god- 
lineſs, and which ye know, depart from evil doers, 
ceaſe to do evil, abhor that which is evil, abſtain 
from all appearance of evil. Subdue the pride of 
the heart, and purge out of it the old leaven of 
malice and. wickedneſs. Let nothing which is pro- 
fane appear in life and manners. In the land of 
uprightneſs deal not unjuſtly. Behold the majeſty 
of the Lord, and abandon theſe cunning and frau- 
dulent practices which are common in the world. 
Give no man occaſion to call you thieves, or liars, 
or knaves, drunkards, or ſwearers, or perjured 
perſons. Fornication and all uncleanneſs, let not 
theſe be named among you, as becometh ſaints : For 
this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean per- 
fon, ner covetous man, who is an idelater, hath any 
inheritance in the kingdom of Chrift, and of God“. 

By doing well, cadeavour to commend ſalvation 
through the grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. By 


* Eph. v. 5. 
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* naws 4. will perſuade men. Let your light 
fo ſhine before men, that they may ſee your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven *. 
By well-doing you will filence enemies. For /o is 
the will of God, that with welkdoing ye may put to 
filence the ignorance of fooliſh men f. By well-doing 
you will glorify God. Herein is my Father glori- 


fied, that ye bear much fruit f. By well-doing you 


will juſtify yourſelves. to men, and perfect your 
faith in their ſight. Was not Abraham our father 


juſtified by works, when he had offered Tſaae his fon 


upon the altar? Seeſt thou how faith wrought with 
his works, and by works was faith made perfect 
By well-doing you will adorn the doctrine which is 
according to godlineſs. Bxhort ſervants to be obe- 
dient unto their cewn maſters, and to phaſe them well 
in all things ; not anſwering again, not purloining, 
but fſhewing all good fidelity: that they may adorn the 
doftrine of God our Saviour in all things **, By 
well-doing you will obtain good report of the 
truth which is after godlinefs. Demetrius hath gond 
report of all men, and of the truth itſelf ff. By 
well-doing you will convinee your own hearts of the 
foundneſs of your experience in religion. Hereby we 
ds kngw that we know him, if we keep his command- 
ments. And hereby. we know that we are of the 
truth, and ſhall afſure our hearts before him . And 
to mention no more of the advantages, by well- 
doing you wilt be uſeful to the world. Theſe things 
F will that thou affirm conſtantly, that they who have 
believed in God, might be careful to maintain good 
— theſe things are good and profitable unto 

After a teſtimony in favour of well-doing, ſo 
various, fo circumſtantial, and fo expreſs, you will 


Matth. v. 16. + r Pet. ii. 15, 
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expect to hear good ſtewards of the manifold grace 
of God raiſe their voices high, and ſpeak for 
well-doing among believers with a firm and deter- 
mined tone. By well-doing commend and glorify 
the grace of the Lord Jeſus, through which ye be- 
lie ve that ye will be ſaved, Grace is not an enemy 
to the doing of good works, but unto truſt in the 
doing of theſe for acceptance and reward. Ne- 
nounce the truſt, O people, ſaved by the Lord, 
and maintain the practice. Could ye conſecrate 
mountains into altars, and burn upon theſe cattle 
of a thouſand hills; could ye turn the ocean into 
oil, and pour out ten thouſand rivers for drink- 
offerings; could ye part with a firſt-born for your 
tranſgreſſion, and give all the fruit of the body for 
the ſin of the ſoul; this is the ſervice which the 
Lord hath commanded, this is the obedience by 
which he is glorified, and. this is the ſacrifice which, 
through the offering of the body of Jeſus Chriſt, 
once for all, he will accept. Do juſtly, and love 
mercy, and walk humbly with thy God; and if ye 
do not this, ye deny the faith, and blaſpheme the 
grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and are worſe than 
infidels. I ſpeak not theſe things to ſhame you; 
but as my beloved ſons I warn you: For the grace 
of God that bringeth ſalvation, hath appeared to all 
men ; teaching us, that denying ungodlineſs and 
worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
godly in this preſent world ; looting for that bleſſed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God, 
and our Saviour Feſus Chriſt : who gave himſelf for 
ws, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 
„ Fl non pet od WE, +6 
Turn cloſets into bethels, and houſes into 
churches, and in theſe, and every where, give unto 
the Lord the glory which is due unto his name. 
COT Tit. ii. 11.—14. 
Enter 
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Enter the courts of his ſanctuary with the voice of | 


joy and praiſe; and, according to the ordinances 
and forms which he hath preſcribed, worthip the 
Lord in the beauties of holineſs. Fear his great 
and holy name, run into it in an evil day, hope in 
the word_which makes it known, and, with reve- 
rence adore all the glory of it in the face of the 
Lord Jefus Chriſt. Call the day of the Lord a de- 
light, the holy of the Lord honourable, and by ho- 
nouring him upon it in the duties and ordinances 
of his worfhip, delight yourſelves in him, remem- 
bering that Jeſus Chriſt, of the ſeed of David, was 
raiſed from the dead according to the goſpel. Love 
the Lord your God and Redeemer, with all your 
heart, and with all your ſtrength, and with all 
your mind, and with all your ſoul, and love your 
neighbours as yourſelves. © | 
Huſbands, love your wives, as Chriſt loved the 
church, and gave himſelf for it. Wives, ſubject 
yourſelves to your huſbands in every thing, as the 
church is ſubject unto Chriſt, Parents, train up- 
your children in 'the knowledge and fear of the 
Lord; and, children, obey your parents in the Lord, 
that it may be well with you, and ye may live long 
upon the earth. Maſters, give unto your ſervants 
that which is juſt and equal, knowing that ye alſo 
have a Maſter in heaven. Servants, obey in all 
things your maſters, knowing that of the Lord ye 
ſhall receive the reward of the inheritance, for ye 
ſerve the Lord Chriſt. Honour the king, and pay 
tribute and cuſtom unto whom theſe. are due. 
Submit to governors and. obey magiſtrates. Be 
mild and gentle toward all men. Be ſober, tempe- 
rate, and chaſte, and poſſeſs your bodies in ſanc- 
tiication and honour.. Fulfil your engagements, 
perform your promiſes, pay your debts, keep your 


word in all your dealings, be honeſt and juſt. 


Speak truth every one to his neighbour, and love 
2 no 
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no falſe oath. Be peaceable, pitiful, and cour- 
teous, content with your own condition, and chari- 
tably and well-diſpoſed toward your neighbours. 
This is a ſhort delineation of virtuous conduct; and 
faith of ſalvation through the grace of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, furniſhes life, ſtrength, motives, and 
acceptance, to follow it in our practice. The 
man who is holy, and humble, and heavenly in his 
converſation, who makes the law of Chriſt his rule, 
and the glory of God his end, and who, from prin- 
ciple, dares not allow himſelf to do or to ſpeak an 
ill thing, is a ſilent and practical preacher of ſalva- 
tion through the grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
commends it better and more ſeriouſly, and is more 
likely to be uſeful, both to friends and enemies, 
with bis life, than licenſed teachers, whole lives are 
bad, will be even with ſound doctrine. 

We ſhall conclude with an obſervation which 
affects our eternal intereſt, and ought to be con- 
ſidered with great ſeriouſneſs. Neglect of ſalva- 
tion through the grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
muſt be fatal. Were there two ways of being ſa- 
ved, ſinners would have a choice, and every one 
might fall into that which he liked beſt. One, who 
had a predilection for works, might go along with 
the law, and by keeping the commandments as well 
as he was able, juſtify himſelf, and inherit eternal 
life. Another, who preferred grace, might re- 
nounce truſt in works of righteouſneſs, and believe 
in Jeſus Chriſt, that he might be juſtified by the 
faith of Chriſt, rather than by the works of the 
law. Advantages or diſadvantages with regard to 
eaſe, and privileges, and comforts, would be of 
ſmall conſideration, ſince both ways would lead to 
heaven, and one {inner would be as ſafe in the way 
of works, as another could be in that of grace, 
But what faith the Scripture? By grace are ye ſaved, 
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through faith ; and that not of yourſelves: it it tha 
gift of God: Net ef works, left any man ſbould 
boaſt *®. Neither is there ſaluation'in any other: for 
there is none other name under-heaven given among 


men whereby we muſt be ſaved F. There was a 


commandment ordained to life, and a way opened 
to heaven by obedience. But after. Adam by his 
diſobedience made himſelf and us finners, and the 
world became guilty before God, the curſe ſhut up 
that way, and held mankind under ſin and death. 
Nor did our Saviour open it again, when he faid to- 
a preſumptuous and ſelf-ſufficient finner, If thou 
wilt enter into life, keep the commandments. That: 
deluded and miſerable man, though righteous in 
his-own eyes, Jeſus knew to be guilty before God z. 
and that a declaration concerning entering into life 
by keeping the commandments, which was the 
way of his on heart, was the proper mean to diſ- 
cover his hypocriſy, to ſtop his mouth, and to- 
convince him of his guilt, and ignorance, and in- 
ſufficiency. 

Scripture having concluded all under fin, ſtopped 
every mouth, found the whole world guilty before 
God, and ſhutup the way of life by keeping the 
commandments, falvation through the grace of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt muſt be the only expedient, 
and the neglect of it muſt of conſequence be fatal : 
How ſhall we efcape if we neglect fo great ſalvation g? 
Attend to this remonſtrance, O hearers! Conſider 
it with great ſeriouſneſs. Of all conſiderations, 
death and life, deſtruction and ſalvation, are the 
moſt ſerious and intereſting.. The puniſhment to 
which ſinners are liable, is not a little temporary 
inconveniency.. Eternal death and everlaſting de- 
ſtruction, are terms in which it is denounced... The 
ſalvation which is ſet before them, is not. ſome. 
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{mall and tranſient advantage. Glory, honour, 
and immortality, are terms by which it is revealed 
and promiſed. Through the grace of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, whoſoever believeth ſhall efcape de- 
ſtruction and obtain falvation. Ve believe, faith 
Peter in the text, that, through the grace of the Lard 
Jeſus Chrift, we ſhall be. ſaved, even. as they. 
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Trpvs, ii. rr. 


For the grace of God that bringeth ſalvation, hath 
appeared to all men. 


XJ HEN the God of glory appeared unto Abra- 
ham, he left Meſopotamia, came to Charrart, 

and from thence removed himſelf into Canaan. 
When the angel of the Lord appeared unto Moſes 
in a flame of fire out of the midſt of a buſh, Mofes 
turned aſide and drew near to fee that great fight. 
When the ſtar of the incarnation appeared in the 
eaſt, the wiſe men roſe from ſpeculation, and tra- 
velled to Jerufalem, in order to find and to worthip 
the Saviour of the world. When cloven tongues 
appeared and ſat upon the apoſtles, they were filled 
with the Holy Ghoſt, and in many languages ſpake 
the wonderful works of God. When the Lord 
Jeſus appeared unto Saul in the way, he fell to the 
earth, and in conſternatior>-and terror cried, Lord, 
what wilt thou ha de me to d When the grace of 


God, that bringeth ſalvation, appeared unto all 


men, fome beheld, and believed, and obtained ſal- 


vation, and ſome looked away, and turned aſide, 


_ attempted to ſave themſelves by works of the 
w. 5 


In preceding Diſcourſes there is an endeavour 


to commend unto the world ſalvation through the 
race 
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grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Salvation, we have 
obſerved, is brought within hearing of every ear as 
a report to be believed, within fight of every eye 
as an object to be beheld, and within reach of every 
hand as a blefling to be received. In the text, at 
the head of this Diſcourſe, the appointed mean of 
bringing ſalvation near preſents itſelf to conſider- 
ation, and introduces one of the ſtrongeſt motives 
to adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all 
things: For the grace of God that bringeth ſalva- 
tion, hath appeared to all men. 


In explaining theſe words, we ſhall aſcertain and 
illuſtrate the meaning of this ſacred expreſſion, /e 
grace of God ; — then ſhew how the grace of God 
bringeth ſalvation; — and finally declare the ſenſe 
in which it hath appeared to all men. 785 


It is propoſed to aſcertain and illuſtrate the mean- 
ing of this ſacred expreſſion in the front of our 
text, the grace of God. As a mode of expreſſion, 
grate of God has been ſuſpected to be inelegant and 
vulgar... Speakers and writers, whoſe claims to cor- 
rectneſs and elegance in other reſpects are indiſpu- 
table, either exclude it altogether, or admit and 
uſe it with ſuch coldneſs and reſerve, and with ſuch 
negligence and inattention to its meaning. and uſe 
in Scripture, as to ſhew that they do not delight in 
it as an happy expreſſion. But from the beginning 
it was not ſo. Without inſiſting on the revelation 
and teaching of the Spirit, Paul, whoſe merit as a 
ſcholar was of the firſt rank, whoſe knowledge of 
the language in which he wrote was extenſive, and 
whoſe taſte for correct and elegant compoſition e- 

ualled that of the fineſt geniuſes in Greece or in 
ice uſes this expreſſion without reſerve. He 
repeats it ſo frequently, and with ſo much holy 


warmth, as to convince plain and unbiaſſed readers, 
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that he underſtood it, and delighted in it as a pro- 
per and elegant expreſſion of fome ſpiritual ideas. 
The meaning of this elegant and ſacred expref- 
ſion, the grace of God, is to be aſcertained by its 
context and connection in places where it ſtands, 
In the end of the verſe above the text, a ſyſtem is 
mentioned under this deſignation, The doctrine of 
God our Saviour. Whatever be meant by the doc- 
trine of God our Saviour, muſt be fignified by h 
grace of God, In this connection, theſe expreſſions 
are ſynonymous, and characters of the ſame holy 
ſyſtem. Nor can it be admitted that a different 
idea is introduced, without ſuppoſing the Apoſtle 
to loſe fight of his ſubject, to throw his reafoning 
out of form, and to perplex and bewilder the un- 
derſtanding of every reader. 'The text is not the 
only place in Scripture where the doctrine of God 
our Saviour, or the goſpel of Chriſt, is defigned by 
this expreſſion, the grace of God. At Antioch 
Paul perſuaded the religious proſelytes to continue 
in the grace of God To the elders of Epheſus at 
Miletus, he declared, that the miniſtry which he 
had received of the Lord Jeſus, was to teſtify the 
goſpel of the grace of God+. The Corinthians he 
beſeeched not to receive the grace of God in vain g. 
To the Epheſians the ſame apoſtle ſays, I ye have 
heard of the diſpenſation of the grace of God, which is 
given to me l. his deſignation of the goſpel of 
Chriſt is uſed alſo by the Apoſtle Peter: I have 
written briefly, exhorting and teſtifying, that this 
is the true grace of God wherein ye jtand**. In an- 
other place of the fame epiſtle, he exhorts to mi- 
niſter one to another, as good ſtewards of the manifold 


grace of God FF. In theſe and ſeveral other texts, 
the grace of God ſigniſies the dottrine of God our 
Saviour, or the goſpel of Chriſt; and, after aſcer- 
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taining 


Accs, xiii, 43. t AQs, 22. 24. 
1 Eph. NI. 3. * 1 Per V. 13% 


94 8 E RM ON VI. 


taining in this manner the meaning of the expreſ- 
ſion, we will next illuſtrate its meaning and uſe in 
the following particulars. 

Firſt, Grace is the high ground where this holy 
doctrine appears to have its ſpring. Follow up to 
the ſource every bleſting of the goſpel of Chriſt, 
and you will come to the ſovereign love and free 
favour of God in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. Grace, 
free, ſovereign, and rich grace, is the head and foun- 
tain of that deep and broad river, whoſe ſtreams, 
in their ſeveral motions and windings, make wil. 
dernefles and deſerts to rejoice and bloflom as the 
roſe. The bleflings of the goſpel are not only ex- 
cellent in themſelves, but derive additional excel- 
lence from their ſpring and fource. Operations. 
and motions among the glorious perſons of the 
_ Godhead, in preparing the meaſures, and opening 
the channels and communications of theſe bleffings, 
are motions and operations of grace, and iſſue in 
the praiſe of its glory. To ſhew in ages to come 
the exceeding riches of his grace, the God of all 
grace ſet up from everlaſting the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
in his official glory ; : made the covenant with him ; 
filled the promiſes in him with grace and truth; e- 
lected and gave to him the heirs of the grace of 
life; and ſent him into the world to redeem them 
by his blood, to purify them by his Spirit, and to 
bring them to glory, honour, and immortality. 
Survey this glorious ſyſtem of divine operations, 
which is called the doctrine of God our Saviour, 
or the goſpel of Chriſt; conſider the truths which 
it brings to light, the promiſes which it holds out 
to our faith, and the bleſfings which it offers to the 
guilty and the miſerable, and you will be convin- 
ced, that from beginning to end, it is the effect of 
the manifold wiſdom and the manifold grace of 
God. 


En In this holy doctrine the glory of grace 
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is diſplayed and made illuſtrious. Grace was not 
unknown to Adam before ſin entered into the 
world. Though he and his poſterity had continued 
in obedience, they would have known that love 
and grace are eſſential glories of the living God, 

who is the creator and preſerver of men, and that 
communications from him, even to holy creatures, 
are all gracious. But in the goſpel of Chriſt grace 
riſes to the higheſt majeſty, appears a reigning per- 
fection, and diſplays its riches with inconceivable 
pomp and magnificence. Theſe riches, preferable 
to veins of gold and ſapphire, and laid open by the 
doctrine of God our Saviour, exceed the know- 
ledge of ſaints on earth, ſurpaſs the underſtanding 
of ſpirits of juſt men made perfect in heaven, and 
tranſcend the comprehenſion and praiſes of angels 
who miniſter before the throne. Unſearchable 
riches, and exceeding riches, riches of his goodneſs, 
riches of his grace, riches of ' his glory, are com- 
mendations and praiſes which Scripture beſtows. 
Tongues of men nor of angels cannot raiſe them 
higher; and all that remains for the poor, and the 
wretched, and the miſerable, is to receive the a= 
bundance of grace, to poſſeſs that which the Lord 
our God giveth us to poſſeſs, and to ſay every one 
tor himſelf, The Lord is the portion of mine inberi- 
tance—the lines are fallen to me in pleaſant e F 


yea, I have a goodly heritage“. 


Thirdly, This holy doctrine is the inſtituted 
mean by which we receive grace. Faith cometh by 
hearing the goſpel of the grace of God. Repen- 
tance, love, hope, joy, with all the graces of ſanc- 
tification, are given to us and wrought in us by the 
Spirit in this word of grace; and by the Spirit in 
the ſame word, we are ſtrengthened to exerciſe 
theſe graces, and to perform the works of new o- 
bedience which the law of Chriſt — Holy 
Fſal. xvi. 5. 6. 

men 
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men who ſpake and wrote as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghoſt, could not give to any of the things 
of the Spirit of God improper deſignations. Grace 
of God, goſpel of the grace of God, diſpenſation of the 
race of Ged, word of his grace, are ſome of the 
autiful and ſublime defignations, under which 
theſe men repreſent and commend to the world 
that holy doctrine, by which grace is honourably 
communieated, freely received, and daily exerciſed 
and increaſed. In the beauties which drew. the 
eyes, and conquered the hearts, and raiſed the e- 
ſteem and the praiſe of apoſtles and believers, 
graceleſs and natural men behold no beauty; and 
ſuppoſe, that virtue and obedience are more elegant 
terms to expreſs the doctrine of God our Saviour, 
But a predilection for theſe deſpiſed terms, grace, 
and word of grace, which were ſuggeſted by the 
Spirit to the holy writers, will appear in all who 
receive abundance of grace; and the propriety of 
repreſenting under fuch defignations, a ſyſtem by 
which grace abounds and reigns, will be acknow- 
ledged and praiſed as a beauty and glory in the 
Scripture. | 
Fourthly, Grace works by the doctrine of God 
eur Saviour, and gives it efficacy and ſucceſs. Since 
the honour of ſucceſs is entirely of grace, the doc- 
wine receives very properly a deſignation from it, 
and is called the grace of God, and the word of his 
race. Men who were taught this doctrine by the 
Holy dpirit, who felt the power of it on their 
hearts and lives, and who recommended it to the 
world in utterance and demonſtration of the Spirit, 
sſcribed unto grace the ſucceſs of their labours, and 
the glory of their operations. Paul was an inde- 
fatigable and ſucceſsful preacher of the goſpel of 
the grace of God. His gifts exceeded the ordinary 
meaſure, and his labours were more abundant. 
But gifts, and labours, and. ſucceſs, that exemplary 
and 
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and extraordinary man referred to the grace of 


God: By the grace of God I am what I am: and his 


grace which was beſtoued upon me, -was nat in vain 3 


but laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not 
I, but the grace of God: which was with me 
Fifthly, This character diſtinguiſhes the goſpel 
from the law, and from works. Law and 
goſpel, though they be declarations. by the ſame 
Sovereign, are different iyſtems, and intended for 
different uſes and purpoſes ; and works and grace 
are ſet in oppoſition by Scripture, and in truth are 
oppoſite ways of ſeeking life and heaven: {f thou 
wilt enter into life, ktep the commandments; and if 
thou continueſt in theſe, thou ſhalt live by thy 
works, ſaith the law. Believe in the Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, the end of the law for righteouſneſs, ſaith the 
goſpel, and thou ſhalt be ſaved through his grace. 
Scripture, foreſecing our proneneſs to miſtake and 


confound theſe ways of living, hath. laid. before us 


the cleareſt deſcriptions of both, and given unto 
the goſpel the only way of life to ſinners, deſigna- 
tions which diſtinguiſh it from the law, and works 
of the law, calling it the doctrine Gad our Saviour, 
and the grace of God that bringeth ſalvation. © 
Sixthly, The doctrine of God our Saviour, or 
the goſpel of Chriſt, excludes and ſilences boaſting z 
and by calling it. the grace of God that bringeth' fal. 
vation, this peculiarity is ſet before every eye in a 
clear and ſtriking light: By grace are ye ſaved— - 
not of works, leſt any man ſhould boaſt f. Theſe par- 
ticulars .illuſtrate the meaning and uſe, and the 
wiſdom and beauty, of this elegant and ſacred de- 
ſignation of the doctrine of God our Saviour, 
which appears in our text; and though it ſhould 
continue many days under a cloud, it will break 
out in its ancient ſplendour, and according to our 
earneſt expectation and. our hope, ſhine over con- 
1 1 Cor. Ev. 20. 1 Eph. ii. 8. 9. 
1 | tinents 
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tinents and iſlands, and raiſe acclamations of joy 
and praiſe, from ſeats of ignorance and habitations 
of cruelty. 


According to our method of diſcourſing, we go 
on toſhow, how the grace of God, or the doctrine 
of God our Saviour, bringeth ſalvation. 'The de- 
ſignations, bleſſings, means, and medium of our 
ſalvation, are ſet forth and commended in the pre- 
ceding Diſcourſes. Referring to theſe, it is now 
propoſed, to illuſtrate the beautiful turn given to the 
original word, with ſo much ſimplicity and juſtneſs, 
by our verſion, in the term bringeth and the fol- 
lowing particulars with reſpect to it will convey 
ſome uſeful inſtruction. | 

Firft, The grace or doctrine of God our Saviour 
briageth to the ears of the world the report of ſal - 
vation. Report is one of theſe terms, by which it 
hath pleaſed the Holy Spirit to expreſs the diſcove- 
ry of falvation. A prophet, ſpeaking by the Spirit 
of the ſufferings and glory of its author, faith, 
Who hath believed our report * ? and by the ſame 
Spirit, an apoſtle, ſpeaking of what had been re- 
vealed to prophets, ſaith, Unto us they did mini- 
er the things which are now reported unto you by 
them who have preached the goſpel unto you, with the 
Holy Ghoſt ſent down from heaven +. This report is 
not vulgar rumour nor uncertain hearſay, neither 
is it unwritten tradition, and much Jeſs cunningly 
deviſed fable. It is a joyful ſound, a faithful ſay- 
ing, a true report, and the record of God. For a 
long time it was a {till ſmall voice, and whiſpered 
in the ear of an inconſiderable family, which God 
brought firſt out of Chaldea, then redeemed from 
Egypt, and at laſt multiplied into a great nation, 
and by temptations, by figns, by wonders, and by 
mar, planted in Canaan. In that choſen ſpot, and 

— liii. I, + 1 Pet. i. 12. 
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among that holy people, were legiſlators, princes, 
and prophets, who from time to time, by the Spirit 
of Chriſt, inquired into this ſalvation. By means 
of theſe the report was kept alive, and propagated 
from age to age in that happy land. In every other 
country a dead filence reigned. The whole earth 
was ſilent and ſtill, not a whiſper was heard, nor a 
tongue moved. But after our Lord had finiſhed 
his work upon earth, and before he aſcended into 
heaven, the miniſterial commiſſion was extended, 
and authority given to publiſh ſalvation through 
the ends of the earth and the iſlands of the ſea: Go- 
ye into all the world, and preach the goſpel to every 
creature. He that believeth and is baptized, ſhall 


be ſaved; but he that believeth not, ſhall be damned. 


—So then after the Lord had ſpoken unto them, he 
was received up into heaven, and fat on the right 
hand of God. And they went forth, and preached 
every where, the Lord working with them, and con- 


firming the word with ſigns following”. In fulfilling 


the miniſtry which they had received of the Lord 
Jeſus, to teſtify the goſpel of the grace of God, 
the ſound of theſe ambaſſadors for Chriſt went into 
all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the 


world +. 


Secondly, The grate or doctrine” of God our 
Saviour bringeth before the eyes of the world the 
bleſſings of ſalvation. By this holy doctrine, Chriſt 
Jeſus, the Lord and Saviour of the world, is evi- 
dently fet forth in his perſonal glory and officiat 
beauty, and the rich collection of bleſſings in him, 
from the cup of water to the ſeat in the throne, is 
laid out and commended. The nature of each 
bleſſing is explained, and the properties and excel - 
lences urged as conſiderations and motives to allure 
and perſuade us to receive and take poſſeſſion of the 
whole. The light in which the grace of God ſets 

Mark, xXVi. 15. 16. 19. 20. t Rom. x. 18. 
2 ſalvation 
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falvation before the underſtandings of men is clear, 
and in it there is no darkneſs at all. Under the 
former diſpenſation, the light of ſalvation, though 
true light, was ſhaded and mixed with comparative 
darkneſs : The light ſbined in darknefs, and the dark- 
Reſs comprehenued it not. When the God of ſalva- 
tion appeared upon his mercy-ſeat, he appeared in 
a cloud. Thick darkneſs was then his dwelling- 
place. But that darkneſs is now paſt, and the true 
light ſhineth with fevenfold brightneſs: The Lord 
hath mads known his fabvation : his righteouſneſs 
hath he openly ſbewed in the fight of the heathen. He 
hath remembered his mercy and his truth toward the 
houſe of I/rael : all the ends of the earth have ſeen the 

falvation” sf cur Cot *. | | | 
Thirdly, The grace of God, or the doQtrine of 
God our Saviour, bringeth- ſalvation near, and places 
it within reach of every hand  Hearken unto me, ye 
fout-hearted, that are far from righteouſneſs. J 
bring near my righteouſneſs : it ſhall not be far of, 
and my ſaluation fhall not tarry: and 1 wilt place 
Jalvation in Zion for Tfraet my glory . The Iſraeli- 
rſh legiflator, and the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
writing by the ſame Spirir, expreſs this with the 
fame preciſion and elegance. In the land of Moab, 
and a few days before his death, the former addreſ- 
ſes the people in a very ſolemn and perſuaſive man- 
ner: For this commandment which I command thee 
this day, it is not hidden from thee, neither is it far 
It is not in heaven, that thou ſhouldſt ſay, Who 
Hall go up for us to heaven, and bring it unto us, 
that we may hear it, and do it? Neither is it beyond the 
ſea, that thou fhbouldft ſay, Who ſball go ever the fea 
for us, and bring it unta us, that we may hear it, 
and do it But the word is very nigh unto thee, in 
thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayſt do it t. 

©" pfal. eiii. 3. 3- F Ia. xlvi. 13. 13. 
+ Deut. xxx. 1I. 12. 13. 14. 
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That this word which was ſo nigh them is the word 
of ſalvation, the doctrine of God our Saviour, or 
the grace of God that bringeth ſalvation, is illu- 
ftrated and eonfirmed by the latter in an epiſtle to 


the Romans: But the righteouſneſs which is of faith, 


fpeaketh on this wiſe, Say not. in thine heart, Who 
ball aſcend into heaven ? ( that is, to bring Chriſt down 
from above). Or, Who ſball deſcend into the deep ? 
{that is, to bring up Chriſt again from the dead). 
But what faith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy 
mouth, and in thy heart : that is the word of faith 
which we preach, That if thou ſhalt confeſs with thy 
mouth the Lord Feſus, and ſbalt believe in thine 
heart, that Cod hath raiſed him from the dead, thaw 
ſhalt be ſaved. For with the heart man believeth un- 
to righteouſneſs, and with the mouth-confeſſion is made 
unto ſalvation x. From this illuſtration. it appears, 
that the grace or doctrine of God our Saviour 
brings the report of ſalvation within hearing of 
every ear, reveals the glory of it in ſight of every 
eye, and ſets the whole collection of bleſſings in it 
within reach of every hand. And if any man have 
cars to hear, let him heir the joyful ſound; if any 
man have eyes to ſee, let him look unto God our 
Saviour and be ſaved; and he that hath an hand 


to receive, let him receive the gift of God, and 


take the water of life freely. 


We now come forward to ſhew the meaning of 
theſe words in the text, hath appeared to all men. 
Two things are intended by them, the lire and 
the extent of the diſpenſation of, the goſpel of the 
grace of God. | I” 

Firſt, The /u/re of the diſpenſation. of the goſpel 
of the grace of God. When the old and the new 
diſpenſations are compared, the glory of the latter 
exceeds that of the former; and to expreſs. this, 

Rom x. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 
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the ſtrong word which our verfion renders appear - 
ed or ſhined forth, is uſed by the Apoſtle. The 
light of the grace, the doctrine or the goſpel of 
God, dawned in paradiſe when the promiſe of the 
ſeed of the woman was given. It appeared with 
greater clearneſs to Noah, who preached to the 
world the righteouſneſs of faith. Abraham belie- 
ved and rejoiced in the light. Unto him was the 
gofpel preached, and this was the text, In thee ſball 
all natians be bleſſed *. Mount Sinai ſhined through 
the blackneſs, and darkneſs, and cloud which co- 
vered it ; and the preface to the law filled the eyes. 
of Tirael with the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of the Lord in the face of Jeſus Chriſt. 
God who thundered there, and kindled a fire which 
burned unto the midſt of heaven, was the light, 
and glory, and Saviour of Ifrael. Among that 
people, however, the light of ſalvation ſhined in 
darkneſs. The Sun of righteouſneſs never roſe 
high, and ſhined always through clouds and ſmoke. 
Haiah beheld his glory : Malachi foretold his ri- 
ling: Simeon {aw his ſalvation : John bare record: 
Chriſt ſaid of himfelf, Aam the light of the world: 
Apoſtles preached him in cities ot Iſrael: Yet all 
this was no more than a day-ſpring from on high +. 
But upon that memorable day on which the Holy 
Ghoſt was ſent down from heaven, the grace of 
God appeared with extraordinary ſplendour. The 
Sun of righteouſneſs roſe high, and extended bis 
wings over the nations. By his light and heat, 
clouds of incenſe and ceremony were diflolved and 
blotted out, life and immortality were brought to 
light, and truths comparatively hid from the be- 
ginning of the goſpel, were illuſtrated and confirm- 
ed. The obſcurity of the old diſpenſation of the 
race of God, and the luſtre of the new, are con- 
waſted by the apoſtle with inimitable beauty and 
Ga & : + Luke, i. 78. 
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elegance: Who alſo hath made us able miniſters of the 
New Teſtament, not of. the letter, but of the Spirit: 
for the letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth life. But 
if the miniſtration of death written and engraven-in. 


ftenes, was glorious, fo that the children of Ifraet 


could not fledfaſtly behold the face of Moſes, for the 
glory of his cquntenance, which. glory was to be done 
away ; how fball nat the miniſtration of the Spirit be 
rather glorious ? For if the miniſtration ꝙ condemna- 
tion be glory, much more doth the miniſtration of rig 
teouſneſs exceed in glory. For even that which was 
made glorious, had no glory in this reſpect, by reaſon 
of the glory that excelleth. For if that which vas 
done away was glorious, much more that which re- 
maineth is glorious. —IWe all with open face, beholding 
as in a glaſs the glory of the Lord, are changed inta 
the ſame image, from glory to glory, even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord *. 

Secondly, The extent of the diſpenſation of the 
grace of God. This new diſpenſation of it exceeds 
the old, not only in luſtre but in extent. Under the 
old diſpenſation, the grace of God appeared to the 
families of Patriarchs and the tribes of Iſrael. Other 
families and nations fat in ignorance, and walked in 
darkneſs. 'They neither ſaw the glory of it with 
their eyes, nor heard the fame of it with their ears. 
But ſoon after the Lord Jeſus entered into his glory, 
and fat down on the right hand of God, the Holy 
Ghoſt was ſhed forth abundantly, and ambaſſadors 
were ſent to all nations and to every creature. 'The 
Sun of righteouſneſs, whoſe motions had always 
been low, and whoſe beams had long been obſcu- 
red with the ſmoke of burnt-offerings, and inter- 
cepted by a wall of partition, ſuddenly aſcended and 
appeared in meridian altitude; and, from the rocks. 
of Kedar, the rivers of Ethiopia, and the coaſts of 
Chittim; from Tubal, and Javan, and the iſles a- 

* 2 Cor. iii. d. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11, 18. 
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far off, that had not heard his fame nor ſeen his 
glory, Gentiles ſaw the glory of the Lord, and 
the excellency of our God. Upon horſes, and in 
chariots, and in litters, and upon mules, and upon 
ſwift beaſts, offerings of Gentiles, ſanctified by the 
Holy Ghoſt, were brought unto the Lord out of 
all nations. Vallies were exalted, mountains were 


cleft, and hills levelled, crooked ways were ſtraight- 


ed, and rough places ſmoothed, ftones were rolled 
away, and ſtumbling-blocks were removed; the 
whole earth became a plain, that all fleſh together, 
on even and equal ground, might ſee the light of 
the world going forth from the caſt toward the 
weſt, as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, 
and rejoicing as a ſtrong man to run a race. In 


the eaſt and in the weſt, in the north and in the 


fouth, and in the land of Sinim, in Afﬀyria, in E- 
gypt, in Pathros, in Cuſh, in Elam, in Shinar, in 
Hamath, in the iſlands of the ſea, and every where, 
believers rejoiced in Chriſt Jeſus, worſhipped God 
In the Spirit, and gloried in tribulation. 'The grace 
of God hath difappeared in many places where it 
formerly ſhined. On the hills of Rome, merit has 
obtained a ſettlement, and covered kingdoms with 
darkneſs and idolatry. In the plains of Alia, ſen- 
ſuality has founded an empire, and forced upon 
millions the fooleries of Mahomet, inſtead of the 
doctrine of God our Saviour. But in the fields of 
Germany, the iſlands of Britain, the continent of 
America, and other parts of the earth, it is ſtill a 
luminous appearance; and we are waiting for the 
time, in which it will again break forth as the 
morning, and fill the earth with the knowledge of 
the Lord, as the waters cover the ſea. 


Having endeavoured to aſcertain and illuſtrate: 
the meaning of the text, the following inferences 
from it are worthy of. conſideration. 
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Firſt, The goſpel is an object of importance to 
mankind. Unto men periſhing in fin and miſery, 
the grace of God, or the doctrine of God our Sa- 
viour, is moſt intereſting, Salvation to them is the 
one thing which is needful; and the grace of God, 
which brings the report of it to their ears, diſplays 
the glory of it before their eyes, and ſets the bleſ- 
ſings of it within reach of their hands, muſt be to 
them unſpeakably and univerſally intereſting. You 
who have believed the report, and beheld the glo- 
ry, and received the bleflings, are happy beyond 
expreſion;; and bound with every confideration to 
eſteem, and improve, and commend the glorious 
goſpel, by which your riches, and honours, and 
tirles are aſcertained, and in believing which, your 
poſſeſſion and inheritance are ſealed and ſecured. 
The glory of God and compaffion to the perithing, 
will produce in your exertiſe x generous concern 
for dark places of the earth, which are without the 
goſpel of the grace of God, and fervent prayers 
and endeavours, that the diſpenſation of it may be 
extended, and ſinners of all nations enlightened, 
enriched, and faved. 

Secondly, Neither the worth nor the efficacy of 
the goſpel is derived from man. Jn reſpect” of 
worth, it cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir, 
nor the ropaz of Ethiopia. Onyxes and ſapphires 
need nat be mentioned. The price of the grace of 
God is above pearls and rubies. Its worth is ineſ- 
timable, and the inherent quality of the doctrine it- 
ſelf. The efficacy is not of man, any more than the 
worth. It is not by might, nor by power, the wiſ- 
dom of words, nor the excellence of ſpeech, but 
by the Holy Ghoft ſent down from heaven, and 
working mightily with the word, that the fortrefles 
of error are ſhaken, the walls of Jericho thrown 
down, and the ſtandard of the goſpel, with this 
motto, The grace of God, lifted up in kingdoms and 
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in hearts. Who was Paul, and who was Apollos, 
but miniſters by whom God wrought, and men be- 
lieved? The firſt planted by his learning, and the 
laſt watered with his eloquence, but God gave the 
increaſe. .. | h 8 

Thirdly, The luſtre of the new diſpenſation of 
the grace of God is brighter than the old. Under 
the old diſpenſation there were light and glory. 
Light ſhined, but it ſhined in darkneſs. Glory ap- 
peared, but it appeared in a cloud and through a 
vail. The beams of the Sun of righteouſneſs paſ- 
fed through a thick and groſs atmoſphere of cere- 
mony, and were obſcured by clouds of incenſe and 
Pillars of ſmoke. In the new diſpenſation, this 
glorious Luminary appears. in kis meridian, and 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God 
ſhines in his face with ſeven- fold luſtre. The light 
of the moon is as the ligRHof the fun, and the light 
of the ſun is ſeven-fold, as the light of ſeven days. 
Ariſe, ſhine, O Britain! for thy light is come, and 
the glory of the Lord is riſen upon thee. Dark- 
neſs covers other parts, and. groſs darkneſs. other 
people; but the Lord is ariſen upon us, and his 
glory is ſeen upon u. If the goſpel of the grace 
of God be hid, it is hid to them that are loſt, in 
whom the god of this world bath blinded the minds 
of them that believe not, leſt the light of the glo- 
rious goſpel of Chriſt, who. is the image gf God, 
ſhould ſhine unto them. May God, who command- 
ed the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, ſhine in our 
hearts, and give us the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt. 


To theſe inferences we ſhall add ſome words of 


exhortation, and conclude. You have come out 


from among the national body of profeſſors, with 
a teſtimony for the goſpel of the grace of God, 
and its pure and precious ordinances. Unleſs the 
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meaſures and operations of the courts and aſſem- 
blies of the church, had perverted, or tended to 
pervert the doctrine of God our Saviour, this 
would have been reprehenfible and ſchiſmatical 
conduct. Time has diſcovered what* was not fo 
apparent at fixft, that perverſion is the effect of 
thoſe meaſures, and that diſcipline has not only de- 
viated from the rule, but that doctrine is corrupted 
from the fimplicity which is in Chriſt. In ſuch 
mournful and humbling circumſtances, do not dif- 
ſemble the faith for which ye contend, nor conceal 
the reaſons which juſtify your conduct. Confeſs 
theſe openly, and by ſuitable and holy behaviour 
commend them to the world. Give no occaſion 
unto enemies to reproach, and be not terrified at 
any thing they ſay or do againſt the truth. The 
favour of man is of ſmall account when the 
truth of the goſpel is in q neſtion. Do not reckon 
upon the expence which zeal has brought upon 
you. A life loft for the faith of Chriſt, ſhall be 
ſaved z and a penny laid out on his precious ordi- 
nances, ſhall be repaid with double intereſt. . Be 
at peace among yourſelves. Walk edifyingly. 
Look to your feet. Take heed unto your princi- 
ples and morals. Give inſtruction to children, and 
acquaint them early of the difference between living 
by the keeping of the commandments, and living 
through the righteouſneſs which is of God by faith. 
Suffer them not to go out into the world, ignorant 
and unappriſed of the fatal nature of theſe errors, 
which fruſtrate the grace of God, and place the 
crown of life upon works of the law. In old age 
beware of coldneſs, either with reſpect to the doc- 
trines of grace or the duties of holineſs. Be ſen- 
ſible of the value and importance of truths, which 


have been the ſubject of confeſſion and teſtimony 


through life; and in the faith of theſe, be ready to 
encounter death, and to receive the crown of righ- 
teouſneſs 
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teouſueſs from his hand, who loved you, and gave 
himſelf for you. 

Among you there are "WO who read the Scrip- 
ture and hear the goſpel, and take pains to un- 
derſtand the doctrine of God our Saviour. But 
one thing is lacking, — They believe not in Jeſus 
Chriſt, that they may be juſtified by the faith of 


Chriſt. Unbelievers, ye are in a very dangerous 


condition. I have told you often, and now tell 
you again, that till you be dead to the law, and 
married to Chriſt, and alive unto God, and ſanc- 
tißed by the Holy Ghoſt, ye cannot ſee heaven. 
He that lacketh theſe things i is blind, and cannot 


ſee. afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged 


from his old ſins. 
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Teaching us, that denying ungodlineſs, and worldly 


lufts, we ſhould live foberly, righteoufly, and godly 
in this preſent -wortd. 


T hath been long ſuſpected, that faith and grace 
are popular ſounds, and that all who are fond 
of theſe, are cold and deceitful friends to virtue 
and obedience. This ſuſpicion, which is nearly of 
the ſame age with faith and grace, has ſeduced 
ſome from the wuth which is after godlineſs, and 
thrown upon it a great deal of undeſerved reproach. 
Teachers, who in other confiderations appear men 
of real and extenſive learning, biafſed with jealouſy 
of this kind, have laid aſide the terms, and pervert- 
ed the ſenſe of Scripture. When legiflation is ſub- 
ſtituted for ſalvation, and works of the law for the 
righteouſnets of Chriſt; when moral virtue is put 
into the place of the exceeding riches of grace, and 
ſincere obedience laid in Zion for a foundation; 
there is not merely a change of language, but the 
ſound of another goſpel. 

In a controverty which approaches ſo near the 
honour of God and the ſalvation of men, it is pro- 
per to try, and to try by the ſtandard which God 
himſelf hath fixed, Whether this, old and invete- 
rate ſuſpicion hath foundation in the grace of 


9 , God, 
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God, or doctrine of God our Saviour. Thoſe who 
ſtand on the other ſide, wiſhing to decide by beha- 
viour, point to blemiſhes which ſully the conduct 
of believers, and to immoralities which diſhonour 
-the charatter of nominal adherers unto the grace 
of God. But this is unreaſonable and unfair. The 
fair and rational method of coming to the know- 
ledge of the truth, is, by deſcriptions of the nature 
and tendency of the goſpel of the grace of God, 
which are found in Holy Scripture. When the 
controverſy is put on this iſſue, we feel no uneaſi- 
neſs for the conſequences; and affirm, without 
ſtammering and bluſhing, that in believers the doc- 
trine of God our Saviour is the deſtroyer of the 
body of ſin, and the reſtorer of the beauties of ho- 
lineſs : For, faith the apoſtle, the grace of God which 
bringeth ſalvation, hath appeared to all men teach- 
ing us, that denying ungodlineſs, and worldly luſts, 
we ſbould live ſoberly, and righteouſly, and godly in 
this preſent world. ts 


In theſe words three intereſting heads of dif- 
courſe appear before us. Denying ungodlineſs and 
worldly luſts, is one ;—Living ſoberly, and righte- 
ouſly, and godly, is another; — The grace of God 
reaching believers of it to deny, and to live accord- 
ingly, is the third. We ſhall conſider each of theſe 
in a ſeparate diſcourſe apart by itſelf; and in going 
along, you and I ſhould depend upon the Holy 
Spirit, to enlighten our minds in the knowledge, 


and to purify our hearts through the belief of the 
truth. 


The words, Denying ungedlineſs and worldly lufts, 
engage our attention at preſent. Theſe words are 
of great importance; and to believers and unbelie- 
vers, knowledge of their meaning and uſe is in— 
diſpenſably neceſſary. We will therefore explain 

: ungodlineſs 
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ungodlineſs in the firſt place, — lufts in the ſe- 
cond, and in the third, denying both ungodlineſs 
and worldly luſts. by” gt 
Ungodlineſs is to be explained in the firſt place. 
The firſt and great commandment of - the law, re- 
quires us to love the Lord our God and Redeemer, 
with all our heart, and with all our foul, and with 
all our mind, and with all our ſtrength. Offences 
againſt this reaſonable and holy commandment, in- 
ctuding wickedneſs againſt man, which ſprings 
from impiety towards God, are denoted by the ge- 
neral term "ungodline/ſs. Denying in thought, in 
word, or in works, the being, perfection, and bleſ- 
ſedneſs of the Moſt High, miſrepreſenting his de- 
crees and operations, hard ſpeeches againſt his ho- 
lineſs, murmuring at his providence ; hereſies con- 
cerning the Godhead of the 8on and Holy Ghoſt, 
reviling their offices and operations in our redemp- 
tion, impugning the inſpiration of the Scriptures, 
perverting the truths revealed in theſe holy. wri- 
tings, rejecting the witneſs and record which God 
hath given and teſtified of Chriſt, and eternal life 
through his blood and name ; going about to eſta- 
bliſh our own righteouſneſs, and ſeeking falvation 
as it were by the works of the law; turning into 
laſciviouſneſs the grace of our God, and denying 
the only Lord God, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
neglecting to worſhip and glorify the only living 
and true God, as God, and our God; worſhipping 
and ſerving the creature more than the Creator, 
changing the truth of God into a lie, and the glo- 
ry of the incorruptible God into images of cor- 
ruptible men, and of birds, and of four-footed 
beaſts and creeping things; mixing with the ordi- 
nances of his worſhip, appointed by himſelf, inven- 
tions, traditions, ceremonies, and commandments 
of men; ſeparating and withdrawing ourſelves from 
true worthippers, who worſhip God in the Spirit, 
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rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, and have no confidence in 
the fleſh ; blaſpheming his great and glorious 
names, diſhonouring his titles, reproaching his at- 
tributes, abuſing any thing by which he maketh 
himſelf known; profaning the day which the Lord 
hath fet apart for himſelf, omitting, or performin 
careleſsly, the duties in which we are — 
to ſanctify it, and doing things either unlawful in 
themſelves, or unlawful to be done on that holy 
day; hardening our hearts againſt the Lord, in 
pride, perverſion, preſumption, ingratitude, unbe- 
lief, impenitence, incorrigibleneſs, contradiction, 
and enmity, and oppoſition to che word, and will, 
and holineſs of God; — theſe, and all other impi 
ous principles, opinions, and practices, contrary to 
the firſt table of the law of God, are compriſed by 
the apoſtle in the general term ungedline/s. 

We thall explain worldly luſis in the next place. 
The fecond commandment, which is like unto the 
firſt, requires us, to love our neighbour as our- 
; ſelves. Treſpaſſes againſt this compre henſive and 

righteous precept, are compriſed in the general ex- 
preſſion, worldly luſts. In explaining it, we ſhall 
firſt ſpeak of lu/fs, and then of the quality worldly, 
which the apoſtle mentions and places before luſts. 

Lufts are evil inclinations, including evil works, 
which proceed from theſe evil inclinations. Luſts 
of the fleſh, and works of the fleſh, are ſynonymous 
expreſſions. This extenfive meaning and uſe of 
the term /ufts, may be illuſtrated by the tranſgreſ- 
fions of each commandment in the fecond table of 
the holy law, Curfbag, mocking, deſpiſing parents, 
among children; diſobeying, contemning, and rail- 
ing at maſters, among ſervants; feditious and diſ- 
loyal principles and conduct, among ſubjects; cruel- 
ty, rigour, oppreſſion, ambition, and tyranny, a- 
mong parents, maſters, and rulers; emulations, 
{wellings, tumults, and love of pre-eminence, a- 
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mong equals; are motions and operations of the 
laſts of men, perverting and prefling into their ſer- 
vice the powers of the mind and the members of 
the body. Taking away the life, and defaming and 
wounding the name of a neighboar, pride, anger, 
wrath, clamour, variance, "contention, fierceneſs, 
hatred, revenge, are luſts, or roots of bitterneſs, 
ſpringing up in our hearts, and branching out, and 
bearing gall and wormwood in our lives. Gluttony, 
drunkenneſs, immodeſty, wantonneſs, filthy com- 
munications, whoredom, adultery, and all unclean- 
neſs, are burnings in the ſinful body, kindled and 
fanned by luſts; and unleſs the fire be quenched 
and put out by the fountain opened for (in and for 
uncleannefs, luſts will daily caſt fuel into it, till the 


| fleſh and the body be conſumed. © Theft, robbery, 


bribery, fraud, deceit, villany, extortion, diſſipa- 
tion, gaming, are exceſſes and depredations com- 
mitted upon the property of neighbours, by theſe 
brutal and rapacious enemies, the luſts of men. 
Perjury, lying, diflimulation, whiſpering, ſlander- 
ing, backbiting, prevaricating, evil-ſpeaking, ſur- 
miſing, tale-bearing, are the deſperate ravages of 
the falſe and hollow hearted, in foraging and lay- 
ing up proviſion for their deceitful luſts. Cove- 
touſneſs, greedineſs, inordinate affections, envy, 
bitterneſs, uncharitableneſs, an evil eye, diſcontent- 
ment, are commotions raiſed and fomented by 
worldly luſts, theſe greedy dogs, that never have e- 
nough, and never will be ſatisfied: | 


Luſts are mentioned under ſeveral qualities. De- 


ceitful luſts, divers luſts, youthful luſts, fleſhly 
luſts, fooliſh and hurtful luſts, ungodly luſts; but 


in the text Paul fixes upon worldly, and of this qua- 


lity the following account is given: Fin, Luſts are 


of the world: The luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the 


eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father,. br: 
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3s of the world *. Theſe evil inclinations, which 
work in our members, are neither raiſed by our 
Creator, nor ſupported by our Preſerver. They 
are contrarieties to his nature and will, and belong 
to this preſent evil world, which is lying in wicked - 
neſs, and which, under bis wrath and curſe, is ha- 
ſtening to diſſolution. Secondly, This world is the 
place where luſts conceive and bring forth. Some 
perſons take deſignations from the country which 
gave them birth; and luſts are very properly de - 
ſigned worldly, fince the world is both the place 
where they are born and brought up, and the place 
in which they likewiſe conceive and bring forth fin 
and death. When luft hath canceived, it bringeth farth 
fn; and fin when it is finiſhed, bringeth forth death +. 


Thirdly, Luſts reign in men of the world. Men of 


the world, is one of the defignations given to the men 
who are earthly and ſenſual; and who, according 
to the courſe of this world, fulfil the deſires of the 
fleſh and of the mind. In theſe men, luſts are 
reigning inclinations ; and over the powers of the 
ſoul, and the members of the body, exerciſe a ty- 
ranny by which both are enſlaved. Men who are 
ſpiritually minded, and whoſe converſations are in 
heaven, feel in their members, motions and opera- 
tions of luſts, and complain loudly of their vio- 
lence and tyranny. I /ee another law in my mem- 


bers, warring againſt the law of my mind, and bring- 


ing me into captrvity to the law of fin, which it in 
my members. © wretched man that I am, who ſball 
deliver me fram the body of this deatht? But in 
them, as in men of the world, luſts have not the 
force of enſlaving and reigning principles. Once, 
indeed, they were fervants of ſin, and free from 
righteouſneis; but now, being made free from fin, 
and become ſervants of righteoutneſs, they have fruit 
unto holineſs, and the end everlaſting life. Fourth. 
* x John, ii. 16. James, i. 15. + Rom. vii. 23. 24. 
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ly, Luſts feed upon the world, and grow thick and 
fat, by rioting among its pleaſures. Meat and 
drink, and other good things pertaining to this 
life, God hath created to be received, with thankſ- 
giving, of them who believe and know. the truth; 
but by men of the world, who ſerve divers lufts 
and pleaſures, the uſe of thefe good things is per- 
verted. Luſts, which we are commanded to ſtarve 
and to mortify, and for which we are forbidden to 
make proviſion, are fed with them, until the grave 
be digged, and the mouth of hell opened to re- 
- ceive the luſter. Paſt ages, fo far as records of 
theſe are come down, furniſh a multitude of ex- 
amples of this humbling obſervation; and the pre- 
ſent age, ſo far as we are acquainted in it, is appa- 
rently adding millions to the multitude. With the 
Bible in our houfes, and with every inftituted help- 
to underſtand and to obey the will of God in our 
offer, men are walking in laſciviouſneſs, inſtaming 
themſelves with wine and ftrong drink, and fatten- 
ing their luſts upon good things, which earth pro- 
duces, and which commerce brings home. 

Having illuſtrated the meaning and uſe of the 
terms ungadlineſ and worldly luſte, — denying theſe 
is to be explained in the third place. This ſtrong 
word ſhall be conſidered with reſpect to ungodli- 
neſs firſt, and then with reſpect to worldly luſts. 

With reſpect to ungodlinefs, we are taught by 
the doctrine of God our Saviour, bound by his law, 
and conſtrained and allured by his love, Firſt, To 
renounce impious principles, and to forbear im- 
pious and ungodly deeds. Impiety is a falſe and 
immoral fyſtem. None of its principles will be de- 
lberately admitted and adopted among believers. 
If any of theſe be forced into their minds in an 
hour of temptation, they do not become fixed and 
operative principles, and are ſoon renounced and. 

__ throw 
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thrown up, with confuſion of face and vexation of 


ſpirit. A good man, looking at the proſperity and 
wealth of the ungodly, and feeling his own afffic- 
tion and miſery, exclaimed, Verily, I have cleanſed 
my heart in vain, and waſhed mine hands in innocen- 
cy. But this hard word, which indirectly impeach- 
ed the juſtice of Providence, is retracted almoſt as 
foon as it is uttered. I ſay, I will ſpeak thus, 


behold 1 ſhould offend the generation of thy children *. 


In another evil hour, expoſtulation, which reflect- 
ed on the mercy, love, and faithfulneſs of God, is 
repreſſed and renounced by the ſame holy believer. 
And I ſaid this is my infirmity T. Impious and un- 
godly writings, ſpeeches, and actions, fruits of un- 
godly and impious principles, are contrary. to the 
nature and tendency of the goſpel. By it believers 
are reſtrained from ſtepping into the ſeat of ſcorn- 
ers, ſtanding in the way of ſinners, and walking in 
the council of the ungodly. Nor can profeſſors 
venture upon the doing of an impious deed, or 


join themſelves to an impious company, without + 


contradicting and blaſpheming this holy doctrine. 
Secondly, To deteſt ard abhor the- principles of the 
impious, and the work of the ungodly. Their 
principles are falſe, and among lovers and believers 
of truth, falſehoods and lies are objects of deteſt- 
ation. Their work is immoral; and to the virtu- 
ons and holy, immorality is an abhorrence. I will 
ſet no wicked thing before mine eyes: I hate the 
work of them who turn aſide, it ſhall not-cleave to 
me . I have hated the congregation of evil-doers, 


and will not fit with the wicked \\.. Do not 1 hate, 
them, © Lord, who hate thee * and am not I grieved 


with thoſe who riſe up againſt thee? 1 hate them 
with perfect hatred : I count them mine enemies . 
Behold the fruit of gracious principles, and the 

* Plal. Ixxiii. 12—15. 


1 Ib. ci. 3. Ib. xxvi. 5. 


7 Pſal. [xxvil. 7.—10. 
Ib. exxxix. 21. 22. 
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feelings of godly men, when the law is inſulted, 
and the grace of God abufed, by the boldneſs of 
impiety, and the inſolence of ungodlineſs. Third - 
ly, To mortify inclinations and motions of our 
heart toward impiaus principles, and impious cone 
duct. The doctrine of God our Saviour hath, in 
its boſom, the authority of his law. In the dife 
penſation of it, the precepts of this holy law are in 
force, and bind receivers of his grace to deny and 
repreſs, to mortify and crucify every ungodly and 


impious inclination as it riſes in their hearts. At 


preſent we are not ſpeaking of what is done, but 
of what the grace of God teaches and commands 
to be done; and do not you know and believe that 
it commands men, by whom it is received, to fight 
againſt inclinations to evil; forbids them to dwell 
in tents of impiety and debars them from ap- 
proaching toward territories of Atheiſm and pro- 
taneneſs. Fourthly, To deny ourſelves the plea» 
{ures of profane and impious company. Depart 


from me, ye evil doers ; for I will heep the command 


ments of my Cd. My ſon, if ſinners entice thee, 
con ſent thau not. Walk nat thou in the way with 
them: refrain thy foat from their path +. Have na 
Fellow/bip with the unfruitful works of darkneſs g. 
Unto thefe inſtructions, it is our duty and intereſt 
to give the moſt earneſt heed. Pleaſure in pro- 
fane and impious company, is the gangrene of a 
good converſation, and uſually brings on univerſal 
and incurable mortifications. Under this bewitch= 
ing and ſtupifying diſtemper, profeſfors, apparent- 
ly ſound in faith, and lovely and uſeful in man- 


ners, have pined and rotted away in their own. cor- 


ruptions, and on death- beds become more offenfive 
and unſavoury to holy fouls, than the rankeſt ca- 


daverous ſmell can be to our noſtrils. Be not de- 


ceived, evil communications corrupt good mane 


* Pfal. cxix, 115. + Prov. i. 10. 15. + Eph. v. 11. 
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ners, and companions of fools ſhall be deſtroyed, 
For if after they have eſcaped the pollutions f the 
world through the knowledge of the Lord and Sa- 
viour Feſus Chriſt, they are again entangled and over- 
come, the latter end is worſe with them than the be- 
ginning. For it had been better for them not to have 
Known the way of righteouſneſs; than after they have 
known it, to turn from the holy commandment deliver- 
ed unto them. But it is happened unto them accord- 
ing to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own 
vomit again; and, The ſow that was waſhed, to her 
i I - _ mire*, _ | 

| ith reſpect unto worldly luſts, we are taught 
by the doctrine of God 3 bound 57 . 
law, and drawn and conſtrained by his love, fir/ 
To abſtain from worldly luſts. Our own, and 
other men's honour, life, chaſtity, property, name, 
with every thing pertaining to us and to them, are 
guarded by righteous and holy ſtatutes. Every 
deed which operates againſt any or all of theſe is 


an injury to them, and to ourſelves, in one conſi- 


deration, and in another conſideration, is a fin 
againſt the Lord our God and Redeemer. . The 
doctrine of God our Saviour, which aſperſes no 


character, but gives every man his proper deſigna- 


tion, calls tranſgreſſors of theſe holy command- 
ments, evil-doers, and exhorts and prefles receivers 
of its grace and truth, to ſeparate themſelves from 
their company, and to abſtain from the inordinate 
and vehement affections and luſts which flame out 
among them in ſuch indecent and flagrant immo- 
ralities. Secondly, To deteſt and abhor worldly 
laſts. In the eyes of the Lord, theſe luſts are abo- 
minations, and beheld with deteſtation and abhor- 
rence. Againſt theſe the doctrine of God our Sa- 
viour lifts up a ſtandard, and inſtructs godly men 
who aſſemble under it, to ſtand firm, and oppoſe the 
* ® 2 Pet. ii. 20. 31. a2. 
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motions and operations of the enemy with hatred 
and indignation. A garment ſpotted by the fleſh, 
is not meet for the ſhoulders of Chriſtians, and the 
hating of it is a duty bound upon them by the law 
of Chriſt. Abhor that which is evil. With the 
grace of God, or the truth which is after godlineſs, 
the commandments on the fecond table of the law 
are embodied ; and treſpaſſes againſt them are an 
abhorrence to thoſe by whom this grace or truth is 
received and acknowledged. I hate the work of them 
that turn aſide, is the proteſtation of a man who 
had received abundance of grace, and of the gift 


of righteouſneſs; and as he hated the congregation 
of evil-doers, he would neither ſtand, nor fit, nor 


eat, nor work among them. Incline not my heart 
to any evil thing, to practiſe wicked works with men 
that work iniquity ; and let me not eat of their dain- 
ties *, Thirdly, To reſiſt and mortify the inclina- 
tions and motions of worldly luſts, as theſe riſe and 
operate in our hearts. 'The grace or doctrine of 
God our Saviour, not only raiſes its voice in the 
world againſt all unrighteouſneſs of men; but 
enters into the cloſe places-and innermoſt receſſes 
of the ſoul, and calls upon receivers of this grace 
to reſiſt the firſt motions of luſt. Obſerve the ad- 
dreſs unto the ſaints and faithful brethren in Chriſt 
at Coloſſe. Mortify your members which are upon 
the earth, fornication, uncleanneſs, inordinate affec- 
tion, evil concupiſcence, and covetauſneſs, whith is 
idolatry ; and put out of your mouth anger, wrath, 
blaſphemy, and filthy communication, and lie not one 
to another. To mortify our members, which are 
upon the earth, this holy doctrine furniſhes mo- 


tives and powers, as well as preſcribes precepts and 


rules. If ye, through the Spirit, do mortify the 

deeds of the body, ye ſhall live f. If thy right eye 

offend thee, pluck it out, and caſt it from thee ; for 
* Pſal. cxli. 4. + Rom. viii. 23. 
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it is profitable for thee that one of thy member: 
ſhould periſb, and not that thy whole body fbould bz 
caft into hell und if thy right hand offend thee, cut 
it off, and caſt it from thee; for it is profitable for 
t bee that one of thy members fbould periſh, and not 
that thy whole body ſbouid be caſt into hel . Fourthly, 
To ſeparate and withdraw ourſelves from fellow. 
ſhip with men in their worldly luſts. Living to the 
luſts of men, and to the will of God, are comrary 
motions and operations in life and manners. Men 
of the world, who mind earthly things, and whoſe 
portion is in this life, are dangerous companions to 
thoſe whoſe affections are on things above, and 
whoſe converſation is in heaven. [he doctrine, 
which is according to godlineſs, calls loudly, Come 
out from among them, and be ye ſeparate, faith the 
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing f. The man 
after God's own heart withdrew, and joined himſelf 
to the oppoſite body. I am a companion of all them 
who fear thee, and of them who keep thy precepts }. 
Averfion to the company of the world ſhould not 
be imputed unto diftaſte to the innocent pleaſures 
of ſociety, affected preciſeneſs, weak ſc: upuloſity, 
or monkiſh auſterity, and gloomineſs of temper and 
manners. This averſion is raiſed and maintained 
dy the ſpirit of holin-fs, and is weaker or ſtronger 
according to his influence ard operation on the 
heart. Do not I hate them, O. ord, that hate thee? 
T hate them with perfect hatred, I count them mine 
enemies |. | 
We thall conclude with ſome general inferences 
and exhortations. And firſt, In Scripture there 
are ſums of obedience, which'is the fulfilling of the 
law, and ſums of 101qnity, which is the tranigreſ- 
ſion of the law: 749, hut love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, and with all 
* Matt. v. 29 30. 
+ Pfal. cxix. 63. 


+ 2 Cor. vi. 1). 
1 Pal, cxaxix. 21. 22. 
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thy ſtrengtb, and with all thy mind, and ſhalt love 
thy neighbour as thyſelf. This is a ſum of obedi- 
ence, and the whole duty of man. Ungodlineſs 
and worldly luſts, or according to the terms uſed 
by the ſame apoſtle in another epiſtle, all ungodli- 
neſs and unrighteouſneſs of men, are ſums of iniquity. 
Ungodlineſs is the ſum of iniquity againſt the firſt 
and great commandment of the law. Worldly luſts, 
or unrighteouſneſs of men, are general expreffions, 
which compriſe all that is done againſt the ſecond 
great commandment of the ſame holy law. 

Secondly, The grace of God which bringeth ſal- 
vation is not an immoral doctrine. Neither im- 
piety againſt God, nor unrighteouſneſs againſt 
man, is authoriſed, permitted, or encouraged in 
this gracious ſyſtem. So far is it from authoriſing, 
permitting, or encouraging immorality, that it de- 
clares war againſt all iniquity, purſues it into the 
cloſe places of the heart, and furniſhes armour to 
dethrone and to deſtroy every luſt. The young 
man unto whom the epiſtle where our text ſtands is 
addreſſed, had been left in a little infamous iſland. 
From the filthy converſation of theſe beaſtly iſland- 
ers, the faith and manners of the believers among 
them were both io danger. Paul perceived the 
danger; and among inſtructions to Titus, inſerted 
a deſcription of the goſpel of the grace of God, 
by which its contrariety to all iniquity might be 
clearly and eaſily underſtood. This deſcription and 
theſe inſtructions have been imported into our own 
iſland ; and, at preſent, are as neceſſary to the be- 
lievers in Britain, as formerly they were unto the 
believers in Crete. 

Thirdly, The grace of God when turned into 
laſciviouſneſs, is perverted and abuſed. Truth is 
perverted and abuſed, when men who pretend to 
be friends and admirers of it practically turn the 
current of its influence a contrary way, and encou- 
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rage themſelves to continue in fin, that grace may 
abound. The truth which is after godlineſs, bends 
its whole force againſt laſciviouſneſs; turns belie- 
vers and receivers of it from wantonneſs and whore- 
dom; and carries the inclinations of their hearts to 
whatſoever things are true, whatſoever things are 
honeſt, whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever 
things are pure, whatſoever things are lovely, and 
whatſoever things are of good report. Among us, 


few are under the power of ſuch ſtrong deluſion, 


as to hold in theory, that. the grace of God in- 
clines to luſt and laſciviouſneſs; or, that by drink- 
ing freely of this pure and holy river of the water 
of life, men intoxicate themſelves, and work all 
uncleanneſs with greedineſs. But many, while 
they juſtly damn the theory, perverſely approve the 
practice; and by walking in laſciviouſneſs, luſts, 
excels of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abo- 
minable impurities, abuſe and pervert the grace of 
God, and holding truth in unrighteouſneſs, drown 
themſelves in deſtruction and perdition. Theſe are 
ſpots and blemiſhes among Chriſtians, and ſport 
themſelves with their own deceivings ; having eyes 
full of adultery, that cannat ceaſe from fin, and 
hearts exerciſed with covetous practices; theſe, as 
natural brute beaſts made to be taken and deſtroy- 
ed, ſhall utterly periſh in their own corruption. 
Fourthly, The grace of God is not without law, 
and much leſs is it contrary to law. With this 
holy ſyſtem the law of Chriſt is embodied ; and a- 
ainſt all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men, 
the whole force of that law is exerted in the diſ- 
penſation of the manifold grace of God. In an a- 
pology for variations in his behaviour, Paul touches 
upon this point incidentally : Being not without law 
fo God, but under the law to Chriſt. Inſtead of 
tempting believers to commit hoſtilities againſt God 
or man, the grace of God teaches them to deny 
| | ungodlineſs 
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ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and to reſiſt with 
the armour of riphteouſneſs, and the force and au- 
thority of law, every inclination to treſpaſs upon 
the honour of the Sovereign, or to invade the 
rights of his vaſſal. 


Unto theſe inferences we add the following ex- 
hortations. Perſons who are intereſted in the fal- 
vation which the grace of God brings before the 
world, we exhort to deny, as they have been 
taught, ungodlineſs, and worldly laſts. Conſider, 
O faved believers, your privileges in Chriſt | From 
the curſe of the law you have been redeemed unto 
God. Unto the Lord our righteouſneſs, who 1s 
the end of the law, you have been married. From 
the guilt of fin you have been ſet free, and from 
its dominion you have been delivered. Unto God, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, you reckon your- 
ſelves alive; and as Chriſt died unto fin, you like- 
wiſe reckon yourſelves dead indeed unto fin. Theſe 
are your privileges; and by the poſſeſſion and ime 
provement of theſe, you are furniſhed with graci- 
ous and operative means, to incline and enable you 
to deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts. — Conſider 
the authority of the law of Chriſt. It is your ho- 
nour and intereſt to be under this law, the precepts 
of which are both bonds of authority and cords of 
love. Theſe reaſonable, righteous, and holy pre- 


cepts, oppoſe their force againſt ungodlineſs and' 


worldly luſts, and command you to reſiſt them as 
enemies and evils.” By the authority of Chriſt ex- 
erted, and by the love of Chriſt appearing in his 
law, thoſe who are under it, are bound and con- 
{trained to depart from iniquity, and to follow after 
righteouſneſs and godlineſs. —Confider the defign 
of redemption : Chriſt gave himſelf for you, thar 
he might redeem you from all iniquity. From the 
guilt and from the dominion of iniquity, and from 
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the wrath which it deſerves, you are redeemed; re- 
deemed not with ſilver and gold, but with the pre- 
cious blood of Chriſt. After this, what have you 
to do wich the love and practice of iniquity ? If you 
ſtretch out your hand to it, or if you regard it in 
your heart, you attempt to counterwork him who 
loved you, and gave himſelf for you. When ſinners 
entice, and the enemy pans 13 when luſt begins to 
burn, and opportunity preſents itſelf; againſt theſe 
combined powers hold up the ſhield, crying, How 
thall we that are dead to fin, live any longer there- 
in? — Conſider the hurt which you muſt receive 
from ungodlineſs and worldly laſts. The princi- 
ples of the ungodly, the luſts of men, and the man- 
ners of the world, will weaken your ſpiritual life, 
indiſpoſe you for duty, defile your conſcience, 
wound your reputation, occaſion enemies to de- 
fame your profeſſion, and when you are dead, give 
an ill ſavour to your name in the church. On theſe 
conſiderations, we exhort and intreat, that you de- 
Ay, às you are taught by the grace of God to deny, 
ungodlineſs and worldly luſts. 

You who are unintereſted in the ſalvation which 
the grace of God brings before the world, are in a 
ſituation where it is dangerous to continue, and 
where no wiſe man will chooſe to reſt. From hea- 
ven, the wrath of God is revealed againſt all un- 
godlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men, who hold 
the truth in unrighteouſneſs. Unto this wrath 
the unrighteous and ungodly are expoſed, and a- 
gainſt it they are able to make no defence. To flee 
from it you have been often warned; but hitherto 
the warning has been deſpiſed ; and at this moment 
you ſtand expoſed, naked, and defenceleſs. In- 
quiries concerning the way to eſcape, and diligence 
in uſing means to eſcape, are favourable and pro- 
miſing appearances. But among you where are 
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will ye never be ſerious in thinking of your ſouls, 
nor in earneſt to find Chriſt, who ſaves from ſin 
and delivers from wrath? Is the Saviour of the 
world unworthy to be inquired after by finners ? 
Is his righteouſneſs unworthy to be put on by them 
who have none of their own? Is his grace un- 
worthy to be received by them who are miſerable 
and deſtitute; or is his ſalvation unworthy to be 
regarded by them who are loft? His own invita- 
tions, though theſe ſhould once more be refuſed, 
we will repeat: Look unto me, and be ye ſaved, all 
the ends of © the earth : If any man thirſt, let him 
come unto me, and drink. Whoſoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely *, . 


A 


Ila. xlv. 22-3. John, vii, 37.; Rev. Iii. 2 
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SERMON VIII. 


Teaching us, that denying ungodlineſs, and worldly 
lufts, we ſhould live foberly, righteouſly, and god. 
ty in this preſent world, Sb 


IN the defence which Peter made of his conduct 

in the city of Cæſarea, and the houſe of Cor- 
nelius, the doctrine of God our Saviour is defined 
elegantly, though incidentally, Words whereby thou 
and all thy houſe ſhall be faved. To mankind, pe- 
riſhing in fin and miſery, knowledge of this doc- 
trine is neceflary, and preaching it is a mean by 
which knowledge is taught and diffuſed ; for after 
that, in the wiſdom of God, the world by wiſdom knew 
not God, it pleaſed God by the foaliſbneſs of preach- 
ing to ſave them that believe. Grace of God, 
and goſpel of the grace of God, are well known 
definitions and characters of the ſame holy doc- 
trine. 

What is, and what is not goſpel, are intereſting 
and ſerious inquiries. Upon theſe, men are divi- 
ded, and far from being of one mind. Some throw 
grace out of the goſpel, and make it a law requi- 
ring good works as conditions of acceptance with 
God, and of enjoying eternal life in his preſence ; 
and ſome throw law out of the goſpel, and would 

* x Cor. i. 21. | 
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have it grace, in which good works are of no con- 
ſideration. In the inſtructions to Titus, Paul has 
an eye to each of theſe perverſions, and ſends into 
Crete a deſcription of the goſpel, from which it ap- 
pears that the grace of God, and the law of God, 
though diſtinct collections of truth, are under the 
hand of the ſame adminiſtrator, and uſed in the 
ſame adminiſtration. That the goſpel is not law 
ſeparated from grace, is evident from his calling it 
the grace of God; and that it is not grace ſeparated 
from law, is evident from his ſaying, it teaches 
men to deny ungodlineſs, and worldly luſts, and 
to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in this pre- 
ſent world. | HET n 

When the apoſtle deſcribes the vices which be- 
lievers are taught by the grace of God to deny, 
he begins with ungodlineſs, which is the tranſ- 
greſſion of the firſt table of the law, and ends with 
worldly luſts, which are operations and motions of 
ſin, in oppoſition to the ſecond table of the law. 
When he deſcribes the virtues which believers are 
taught, by the grace of God, to practiſe, the order 


is inverted ; he begins with ſobriety and righteouſ- 


neſs, which are the duties of the ſecond table of 
the law, and ends with godlineſs, which is the 
fulfilling of the firſt table of the law. _ 


Living ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this pre- 
fent world, is to be our theme in this diſcourſe. We 
ſhall explain, firſt, Sobriety;z—then,Righteouſneſs; — 
and, laſt, Godlineſs.— After theſe are explained, we 
mall exhort, firſt, to live ſoberly, then to live righte- 
ouſly, and laſt, to live godly, in this preſent world, 
May the Holy Spirit, by his preſence and power, 
make the word profitable for doctrine, reproof, 
correction, and inſtruction in righteouſneſs, that 
in ſpeaking and hearing it, ſpeaker and hearers 

may 
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may be perfected and thoroughly furniſhed unto 
all good works. - | ib ee | 
Sobriety is one of thoſe virtues which gives beau- 
ty and poliſh to manners, and which recommends 
to the love and eſteem of "mankind perſons- whom 
it adorns, We ſhall conſider it with reſpect to 
thought, ſpeech, defire, and enjoyment. Firſt, 
In thought. Sobriety is the modeſt opinion which 
a good man hath of himſelf, and of all in him that 
is excellent, and worthy of praiſe. When ſober 
thinking is recommended, we are warned againſt 
thinking of ourſelves more highly than we ought; 
for I fay, through the grace given unto me, to eve- 
ry man that is among you, not to think of himſelf 
more highly than he ought to think; but to think ſo- 
berly, according as God hath dealt to every man the 


meaſure of faith*, In this recommendation, think- 


ing ſoberly of ourſelves, and thinking more highly 
of ourſelves than we ought to think, contraſt each 
other. By this poſition, the eye poſſeſſing the ad- 
vantage of beholding both at the fame glance, per- 
ceives the deformity of the one, appearing more 
ugly from the beauties which ſhine round the other. 
Secondly, In ſpeech. Sobriety is the meaſured and 
decent language, in which a modeſt and well-bred 
Chriſtian ſpeaks of himſelf, his qualities, attain- 
ments, and works. Though conſcious of ſuperi— 
ority in many qualities truly and eminently gra— 
cious, he diſclaims every idea of merit, and even 
withdraws and hides himſelf from juſt praiſe. 
Paul is anxiouſly zealous to avoid appearances of 
oſtentation, and noiſy and pompous exaggerations 
of his ſervices and labours among men. For we 
dare not make ourſelves of the number, or compare 
ourſelves with ſome that commend themfelves : — we 
will not boaſt of things without our meaſure, we 
ftretch not ourſelves beyond our meaſure +. When he 


2 Rom. X1l, 3 vi Py Cor. X. 12. 13. 14 
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nto ſpeaks of his privileges and attainments as a believer 
in Chriſt, or of his labours and ſucceſſes as an ambaſ- 
au- ſador for Chriſt, this modeſt and exemplary man uſes 
nds terms the moſt meaſured, refers the glory to grace, 
om and ſets before the church an edifying example 1 
to ſobriety and humility. I live, yet not 1, but Chriſt I 
22 liveth in me. I will not dare to ſpeak of any f 
ich thoſe things which Chriſt hath not wrought by me. i! 
hat I laboured ; yet not I, but the grace of God which ll 
ber was with me. I planted, but God gave the increaſe. {i 
nſt We are not ſufficient of ourſelves; but our ſuffi- 1 
it ; ciency is of God. Behold the man whoſe education | | 
Vee raifed him above the common level; whole learning | | 
elf was fo various and claftical ; whoſe meaſure of if 
2 grace was ſo large; whoſe ſtock of gifts was ſo Wn: | 
5 rich; whoſe labours were ſo abundant ; whoſe ſuf- | b 
k- ferings were ſo numerous; whoſe ſucceſs was ſo ji | 
ly great; whoſe attainments were ſo high; and who, 11H | 
ch in the race of abedience and ſelf-denial, left his 14 
d- contemporaries behind him: — Behold him exem- - if 
r- plifying, in ſober and temperate terms, that lowli- | ill 
Te neſs of mind which he recommended to others; q 
er. and in comparative humility, falling ſo low as to 1 
ad reckon himſelf the leaſt of the apoſtles, and leſs 14 
ed than the leaſt of all ſaints. Thiraiy, In deſire. So» 11h 
n- briety is the moderate affection toward things on if 
fie earth, which prevails among men whoſe converſa- 4 
a- tions are in heaven. Inordinate affection to theſe bi: 
en things is the contrary quality. The ſober- minded $19 
e. are content with the portion which their heavenly | j 
of Father beſtows, and do not allow in themſelves in- | } 
ns ordinate motions and affections toward any good ! 
ve things beſtowed on others, by the ſame ſovereign it 
2 and bountiful hand. Nor is this all: The world is 17 
'e crucified to them, and the love of it is mortifying 14 
2 and dying in their hearts. Knowing that the fa- Ft 
le ſhion of it is paſſing away, they poſſeſs this world 1 
as though they poſſeſſed not, and uſe without abu- i} 
3 ſing whatever they poſſeſs. If they have eſtates in 1 
land, | | 
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land, money in the bank, or a ſtock in trade, their 
affections notwithſtanding are ſet on things above; 
and of things below, their defires are ſober and 
temperate, differing widely from the deſires of the 


men who mind earthly things. Fourthly, In enjoy- 


ment. Sobriety is the moderate uſe of things per- 
taining to this life. The ſober man enjoys decent- 
ly, and according to his rank, that world unto 
which he is crucified and dead, as a Chriſtian ; but 
m the enjoyment of it is a very different perſon, in 
heart, fpeech, and behaviour, from men of the 
world, who feed in it as their paſture, and in riot- 
ous indulgences abufe themſelves with its luxuries. 
He is temperate in all things, and keeps the body, 
and its deſires and appetites, under ſubjection and 
rule. Difintangled from perplexing and anxious 
cares, and mortified to pleafure and recreation, he 
is ſober in the uſe of innocent and neceſſary things, 
and by his temperate and guarded conduct, con- 
vinces men that he is uſing theſe things as means to 
ſpiritual ends. 

Righteouſneſs comprifes good works done in obedi- 
ence to the commandments of the ſecond table of the 
law. Duties which belong unto the honour, life, fa- 
mily, eſtate, name, and property of our neighbour, 
whether he be ſuperior, inferior, or our equal, enter 
into this righteouſneſs : And the following account 


of it may be conſidered. Firſt, It is righteouſneſs of 


ſaints. By no other perſons is it wrought, and a- 
mong no other deſcription of men is it found, Ap- 
pearances of this righteouſneſs may be counterfeit- 
ed, and deeds in it performed among the unholy. 
Some of theſe are dutiful and kind relations, hu- 
mane and obliging neighbours, ſober, temperate, 
and chaſte, juſt and honeſt, and charitable, and 
in every conſideration blameleſs, exemplary, and 
righteous before men. But what ſaith the law- 
giver? I will declare thy righteouſneſs, and thy 2 

| or 
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fer they ſhall not profit thee *. According to Scrip- 


ture, which always ſpeaks truth, workers of righ- 


teouſneſs are men in Chriſt, fellow=citizens with the 


ſaints, and born from above; and all who are not 
of this ſpiritual and holy fellowſhip, belong to the 
congregation of evil-doers, and will be ſent away 
among workers of iniquity. Secondly, This righ- 
teouſneſs is the fruit of the Spirit. The Fruit of the 
Spirit is in all goodneſs, and righteouſneſs, and 
truth +. In themſelves, the ſaints are without ope- 
rative powers, and can do no good works. All 


the works of their righteouſneſs are performed by 


the power of the Spirit of Chriſt working in them 
mightily. By his Holy Spirit they are inclined to 
work righteouſneſs. ,By the ſame divine power 
they are enabled to work righteouſneſs, and in 
working it, refreſhed with his conſolations. His 
operation and influence are not confined to walks 
of obedience toward God, within the firſt diviſion 
of the law. In the paths of righteouſneſs toward 
man, theſe are wanted; and by the Spirit, ſaints 
are led, and ſtrengthened, and refreſhed through 
the ſeveral windings and turnings of .the way, and 


the ſeveral places where they are ſet and command- 


ed to work. Thirdly, 'The.commandments in the 
ſecond diviſion of the holy law is the rule of this 
righteouſneſs From beginning to end, this rule 
is perfect and ſtraight z and in it is no croakednefs 
at all. As many as walk according to it, are 
{traight and undefiled in the way; and all their 
works are done in truth and uprighineſs. By this 
line workers of righteouſneis meaſure the works of 
their righteouſneſs, and number among their mil- 
doings thoſe which are thort or crooked. The 
commandments are holy, juſt, and good: Saints 
love them exceeding!y. Lo the obſervation of thefe 
they lift up their hearts, and know that in keeping 
I. lyii. 12. + Eph. v. 9. 
them 
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them there is great reward. In their purity and 
ſpirituality, they delight after the inward man; and 
before they dare venture upon doing, wiſh to be 
ſatisfied that the law requires or allows the deed, 
Fourthly, This righteouſneſs is not perfect. In 
the righteouſneſs of the holieſt ſaints, there are 
ſpots and blemiſhes, and after all their care and 
pains they reckon it filthy rags. Noah was perfect 
in his generation. Job was a perfect and an up- 
right man. The heart of David was perfect with 
the Lord his God. Hezekiah walked before the 
Lord in truth, and with a perfect heart. But to 
preſerve us from error in interpreting the term per- 
fect, Scripture records faults in the lives of theſe 
ſame good men. Noah was overcome by the love 
of wine. Job uttered that which he underſtood 
not. Fleſhly luſts brought David into captivity to 
the law of fin. And pride of heart roſe upon He- 
zekiah, and trampled him in the mire.  'The beſt 
of men are but men at the beſt. In the pureſt 
hearts there is uncleanneſs, and upon the whiteſt 
and cleaneſt converſations, are ſpots and ſtains 
which nothing can take out but the blood, and ſpi— 
rit, and interceſſion of Chriſt. Fifthly, Juſtifica- 
tion is not through this righteouſneſs. In accept- 
ance with God, the law ſuſtains no righteouſneſs 
which is imperfect, and refuſes to-compound for an 
half or a third of the obedience and ſufferings 
which the guilty are owing, or for any lower or 
higher dividends. Paul, though ſtrongly attached 
to his own righteouſneſs, finding by operations of 
the law on his conſcience, and motions of fin in his 
members, that his righteouſneſs could not juſtify, 
wiſely gave it up, and looked another way: I count 
all things but loſs, and do count them but dung, that 
I may win Chriſt, and be foind in him, not having 
mine own righteouſneſs, which is of the law, but that 
which is through the faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs 


which 
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- which is of God by faith . Sixthly, This righte- 


ouſneſs is evidence to men, of juſtification before 
God. Unleſs works of righteouſneſs appear in 


our converſations, we are not able to prove our- 


ſelves to be juſtified by the righteouſneſs which is 
of God by faith. In this conſideration, a holy 
writer, who could not pervert nor miſrepreſent 
truth, contends, that the father of believers, and 
the harlot of Jericho, were both juſtified by their 
works; and concludes it to be an incontrovertible 
truth, that believers are juſtified, not in the fight of 
the Lord, .but before the world, by works, and not 
by faith only T. Seventhly, Through Chriſt Jeſus 
this righteouſneſs is an odour of a ſweet ſmell, a 
ſacrifice acceptable, well pleafing to God. Under 


the old diſpenſation, relieving the widow, defend- 


ing the fatherleſs, feeding the hungry, clothing the 
naked, ſpeaking truth to neighbours, and execu- 
ting righteouſneſs and judgement, for the oppreſſ- 
ed, were preferred to altars and burnt-offerings. 


Under the new diſpenſation, communicating arid 


doing good, are declared to be facrifices with which 


God is well-pleaſed ; and viſiting the fatherleſs and 


widows in their affliction, and keeping ourſelves 
unſpotted from the world, are pronounced to be 
pure and undefiled religion before God and the Fa- 
ther. Eighthly, Without this righteouſneſs no man 
{hall be ſaved. Concerning its neeeſſity, the deci- 
ſions of Scripture are expreſs and peremptory. 
Without holineſs, no man ſhall ſee the Lord t. Know 
ye not that the unrighteous ſhall not inherit the king- 
dom of God. For this ye know, that no whore- 
monger, nor unclean perſon, nor covetous man who is 
an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of 


Chriſt, and of Cd Had you all knowledge and 


* Philip. iu. 9 


F + James, ii. 20.—26. 
} Heb. ii. 14. 


j x Cor, vi. 3. ** Eph. v. 5g. 
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all faith, could you fight for the condition of the 
covenant, give your bodies to be burned for impu- 
ted righteouſneſs, and ſpeak for the doctrine of 
grace, with the tongues of men and of angels; if you 
be ſtubborn and rebellious children, who obey not 
the voice of their father and mother; if you be 
hard- hearted and uncharitable, pluck the fatherleſs 
from the breaſt, or take the widow's ox for a 
pledge; if you withdraw the ſheaf from the hun- 


gry, or ſhut up bowels of compaſſion againſt ' the 


cry of the poor; if you cauſe the naked to lodge 


without clothing, or to embrace the rocks for want 


of ſhelter; if. you be unjuſt and deceitful. in your 
dealing, or break your promiſes, and ſwear falſely 
by the name of the Lord; if you be intemperate, 
incontinent, and laſcivious, cruel,, contentious, 
wrathful, and proud ; if you be tale-bearers, back- 
biters, ill-ſpeakers, and liars ; if your hearts be ex- 
erciſed with covetous practices; if the furrows of 
your land be complaining and crying out againſt 
vou; if gold be your hope, and fine gold your 
confidence; and if you die under the dominion of 
theſe luſts and corruptions, you cannot ſee the face 
of God in heaven. | 
Godlineſs is the ſum of obedience to the firſt di- 
viſion of the law. Believing the record which God 
hath given of his Son, and of ſalvation through 
his blood and name, loving, fearing, and ſerving 
him as the Lord, and our God and Redeemer ; de- 
pendence upon him for the performance of the 
promiſes; ſubjection to his Providence; prayer, 
confeſſion, thankſgiving, and praiſe ; reading and 
hearing his word; receiving and obſerving his or- 
dinances; worſhipping and glorifying him in the 
beauty of holineſs; truſting and rejoicing in his 
name; reverencing and honouring his titles and at- 
tributes 3 ſanctifying and keeping holy that day 
which he bath ſet apart for himſelf, are —_— 
0 
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of godlineſs or ſpiritual ſervices which godly men 
delight to perform. In an holy converſation, god- 
lineſs is the firſt of the beauties, and gives to the 
reſt that luſtre which diſtinguiſhes them from, and 
raiſes them above moral and philoſophical virtues. 
It is accordingly frequently and earneſtly recom- 
mended by the holy writers. Exerciſe thyſelf unto 
godlineſs *. Be in behaviour as becometh godlineſs Þ. 
Lead a quiet and peaceable life in all gedlineſs f. 
IVhat manner of perſons ought ye to be in all holy con- 
verſation and godlineſs ||. Godlineſs, with content- 
ment, is great gain . O man of God, follow after 
godlineſs FF. Godlineſs is profitable unto all things, 
having promiſe of the life that now is, and of that 
which is to come Ft. Add to patience, godlineſs ; and 
to godlineſs, brotherly kindneſs |||. Aheſe recom- 
mendations are addreſſed both to officers and to 
members of the church. Duty, and intereſt, and 
honour, unite and raiſe their voice, and call upon 
preachers and hearers to obey the words of the 
Lord Jeſus, and the doctrine which is according to 
godlineſs. Godly preachers are bleſſings to godly 
hearers; and godly hearers are comforts to godly 
preachers, and help them forward with their lives 
and their prayers. Do we believe that godlineſs is 
profitable unto all things, let us exerciſe ourſelves 


to it, and follow after it in holy converſations. 'To - 


encourage us in this, the Lord hath ſet apart him 
that is godly ; for himſelf knows how to deliver 
the godly out of temptation, and is an help when 
the godly fail. | 

Having explained fobriety, righteouſneſs, and 
godlineſs; we ſhall now exhort, firſt, to live ſoberly 
in this preſent world; then to live righteouſly ; and 
laſt, to live godly. Beloved, our exhortation is not 


* x Tim. iv. 7. + 1 Tim. ii. 10. 1 Tim. ii. 2. 
2 Pet. iü. 11. ** x Tim. vi. 6. tt Ib. vi. 11, 
tt x Tim, iv. 8. If pet. i. 6. 3. 
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of deeeit, nor of * nor in guile; but as dal 

we are allowed of God to be put in truſt with the tori 

goſpel, even ſo we would ſpeak, not as pleaſing wol 

men, but God who trieth our hearts. May the thir 

Holy Spirit incline your ears to the words of the the 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to the doctrine which is ac- and 

cording to gedlineſs, refine by it your taſte for ho- hor 

f lineſs, and prepare you unto every good work. are 
Live ſoberly in this preſent world, and ſoberly for 

4 every where and every day. In thought, in word, ml 
i in defire, and in enjoyment, be ſober every deve.” but 
6 Be ſober in the cht, where you are alone with hold 
| God, and firike down before the high and lofty hn 
5 One, every bigh thought as it begins to riſe and and 
exalt itſelf, When Abraham ſtood before him, 4 

his thoughts of himſelf were low, and his language tow 

1 was humble: Behald now, I have taken upon me ta ſely 
F ſpeak unto the Lord, who am but duſt and aſhes 1. win 
- When David ſat before him, felf-excellence, with bro 

| 1 all that was magnificent in his crown and diadem, The 
1 diſappeared: Who am 4, © Lord God? and what is tine 
© mine houſe, that thou haſt brought me hitherta Þ+ ? ſbal 
1 When Aſaph went into his ſanctuary, he perceived bal 
1 the vanity of inordinate affection, and ſet his heart be n 
1 upon him, as the only defirable good: Whom have Sb as 
in heaven but thee ? and there is nene upon earth the 

whom I defire beſides thee F. Be ſober in the family, mag 

and before houfeholds ſet examples of modeſty, raven 

humility, and ſelf-denial. By theſe ſome may be con 

won, and, through the grace of God, inclined and Tn 

enabled to follow. Of domeſtic ſobriety, David: thef 

vowed to give an example to his kingdom: I raiſi 

- behave myſelf wiſely in a perfect uay © when wilt and 

thou come unto me? I will walk Ker my houſe with IWha 

a perfect heart ||. He did well to have this in his Chr: 

heart, though in performing he failed, to the ſcan- | for 

© it: © Gd 268. 2% + 2 Sam. vii, 18. Lor, 
| Pal. IXxiii. 25. Pal. ci. 2. * 
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dal of the whole kingdom, in very humbling and no- 


torious inſtances. Be ſober in the femple where you 


worſhip the high and lofty One. Let not vanity, fil- 
thineſs, nor ſuperfluity of naughtineſs come within 
the walls of his houſe. In his ſight, a proud heart 
and an high look are abominations which he ab- 


hors; and an humble ſpirit and a contrite heart 


are ſacrifices which he will not deſpiſe. The whole 
force of the goſpel is pointed againſt the loftineſs of 
man: The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, 
but mighty through God to the pulling down of firong 
holds, caſting down imaginations, and every high 


thing that exalteth itſelf againſt the knowledge of Cod. 


and bringing into captivity every thought to the obe- 
dience of Chriſt *, By theſe holy weapons, the high 
towers which the proud raiſe in honour of them- 
ſelves, and from which they think of flying on 
wings of their own to the throne of God, ſhall be 


brought down, laid low, and buried in the duſt: 
The lefty looks of man fhall be humbled, and the haugh- 


tineſs of men ſhall be bowed down, and the Lord alone 
ball be exalted in that day.— And the loftineſs of man 
ſhall be bowed down, and the haughtineſs of men ſball 
be made low : and the Lord alone ſball be exalted in 
that day f. Behold the lofty Phariſee proſtrate on 
the ground, and the ſplendid works which he i- 


magined would have ſtood as the days of heaven,, * 


tumbling down on every ſide, covering him with. 
confuſion, and filling him with conſternation :: 
Lord, what wilt thou have me to do f? But out of 
theſe ruins a glorious ſuperſtructure ſoon appeared, 


railing its top to Chriſt at the right band of God, 


and ſinking its foot lower than the leaſt of the ſaints: 
IWhat things were gain to me, thoſe I counted loſs for 
Chriſt. Yea doubtleſs, and I count all things but laß, 


for the excellency of the knowledge of Chrijt Feſus my 


Lord: for whom I have ſuffered the loſs of all things, 
® 2 Cor. . 4. . + 1. ii. 11. 179. f Acts, iz 6. 
= M . and. 
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and do count them but dung that I may win Chriſt, 
and be found in lim, not having mine own righteouſ- 
neſs, which is of the law, but that which is through 
2he faith of Ehrift, the righteauſneſs which is of Cd 
by faith : That 1 may know him, and the power of his 
reſurrectian, and the fellowſhip of his ſufferings, being 
made conformable unto his death * Unto me, who 


am lefs than the leaſt of all ſaints, is this grace given, 


that I. ſhould preach amang the Gentiles the unſeareh- 
able riches of Chriſt T. Be ſober in the market, where 
you have buſineſs with ſons of riot and intempe- 
rance. By moderation, convince them of-the wiſ- 
dom and beauty of fobriety; and that though you 


uſe the glaſs, the fear of God reſtrains you from 
taking a glaſs too much. Give ho occaſion to any . 


who are of the world, to think, that though by your 
profeſſion the world is crucified to you, and you 
to the world, yet love to the things of the world is 
the ruling paſſion in your tranſactions, and hath 
dominion over your heart, Do the buſineſs of this 
world, as men who are not of this world, and 
whoſe converſations are in heaven. Commit to 
memory, and. carry to every place of trade, theſe 
holy words: Set your affeftions on things above, not 
on things on the earth. For ye are dead ta ſin and 
to the world, and your life is hid with Chriſt in God 9. 
The illuſtrious ſtrangers were men of butineſs and 
traffic. 'They bought and fold, followed their 
flocks and digged wells; plowed, and ſowed, and 
reaped ; made purchaſes, ratied covenants, and 

rew rich; but they did theſe things in a way which 
declared plainly that they deſired the heavenly and 
better country |. 

Live ſoberly every day. It is not enough that 
we be ſober on the day of the Lord, and ſome other 
days of religious folemnity : We ſhould be fo, and 

* Phil. iti 7.—10. 
F Col. iii. 2. 3. 


+ Eph. iii. 8. 
| Heb, zi. 13.—17. 
appear 
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appear to be ſo. every day. On the uedding- day tive 


ſoberly, and join trembling with your mirth. 50= 
briety in heart, ſpeech, and behaviour, is not an 
enemy to mirth and cheerfulneſs; but if you be in- 
attentive to the motions of the mind, the ſubject 
of diſcourſe, and the law of holinefs, youth, li- 
quor, luſt, and temptation, will find occaſions, and 
hurry you into rude and unſeemly behaviour. Like 
charity, ſobriety never behaves itfelf unſeemly. A- 
mong fools, when they are filled with meat, the 
wedding-frolic is natural and common ſport ; but 
among ſaints whom Chriſt has betrothed, eſpouſed, 
and married to himſelf, and bound to behave them 


- ſelves every day as becometh holineſs, appearances 


of levity and fooliſhneſs are familiarities with the 
world which are unſcemly and dangerous. On the 
fair-day live ſoberly. In buying and ſelling, and 


in eating and drinking, appear men of determined 


and exemplary ſobriety. Be not aſhamed. of con- 
formity to Chriſt among open enemies, nor a | 
hollow and deceitful friends. Let thoſe who dea 

with you ſee, that you are in every tranſaction ad- 
viſed by difcretion and guided by principle ; and 
that you hold it below your dignity as. men, and; 
your duty as Chriſtians, to riot in the day-time, and 
fit at night until wine inflame you. On the feaft- 
day live ſoberly. Sobriety is not at variance with 
decent and ſocial pleaſures. A ſtiff and monkiſh 
auſterity of temper, is a blight in manners, which 
ſpoils the pleaſure and livelineſs of ſociety, and: 
wounds the feelings of friendſhip and love. While 
ye endeavour to avoid this, with equal ſolicitude 
guard againſt the contrary extreme, by ſinking the 


friendly viſit in diflipation and folly. To eat like 


a glutton, and to drink like a drunkard, will diſ- 
able you to perform the duties of religion, unfit 


you to enjoy the pleaſures of friendſhip, and fink. 
Live 


you lower than beaſts which periſh, 
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Lise righteouſly in this preſent world, and righ- on t 
teouſly every where, and every day, and in every righ 
company. Live righteouſly every where. Whether in t. 
we live in the city or the country, in the ſtately pa- mor 
lace or the mean cottage, in the populous village or of n 
the ſolitary glen, loving and working righteouſneſs law, 
are duties by which we are bound to glorify God, him 
and to edify men. The reaſonable and holy law of his 1 
the Lord our God and Redeemer, is not a collec- nefs 
tion of local ſtatutes, which bind to obedience only you 
in certain diftricts or provinces ' of his kingdom : is th 
Its obligation extends over all his dominions upon me! 
earth. In whatever corner your houſes ſtand, and righ 
whatever relation you bear to ſociety, the Lord live, 
commands you to honour parents, and obey magi- whe 
ſtrates; to love wives, and fubmit to huſbands; to L 
pleaſe maſters, and give wages to ſervants ; to ob- gooe 
lige relations, to relieve the oppreſſed, and ſhew mon 
mercy to the poor; to keep appointments, per form you 
promiſes, and pay debts; to preſerve your own and rang 
your neighbours lite, chaſtity, eſtate, and good nion 
name; to ſpeak truth, follow peace, provide for are 
your own, and to be content with ſuch things as was 
ye have. | 

Live righteouſly every day. On holy days and' _ 
&0- 


ordinary days; on private days and public days; 
on market days and wedding days; on days of feaſt- for t 
ing and of faſting; of mirth and of ſorrow; of 
Ik - health and of ſickneſs; of proſperity and of adver- 
Fi fity ; of light and of darkneſs; of wealth and of deat] 
11 poverty; you ought to appear in the clean linen, 


| which is the righteouſneſs of ſaints. Let thy gar- man 
i: ments be always white, and embroidered with 2 
| Wat 


judgement, mercy, and truth. Among faints, righ- 


teouſneſs is always faſhionable ; and without it they rag bt 
never are like themſelves. Having put off, con- hear! 
with 


cerning the former converſation, the old man, which: 


is corrupt according to the deceitful luſts, and put. 
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on the new man, which after God is created in 
righteouſneſs and holineſs of truth, walk every day 
in theſe holy garments, and enrich and adorn then 
more and more, with new beauties of divers colours 
of needle-work on both ſides. Delivered from the 
law, and out of the hand of enemies, married to 
him who is raiſed from the dead, and accepted in 
his rightcoufneſs ; ferve him without fear, in holi- 
neſs and righteouſneſs before him, all the days of 
your life. A righteous life, though not the ground, 
is the evidence of juſtification before God, and of 
intereſt in the inheritance of faints. From heaven; 
righteous men receive daily divine ſmiles while they 
live, and through Jeſus Chriſt have hope in God 
when they die. 

Live righteouſly in every company.. In ſober and 
good company, in riotous. and bad company, a- 
mong righteous men and among deceitful workers, 
you are under law to Chriſt. Righteous. converſas 
tions among unrighteous neighbours and com 
pions, are garments of glory and beauty, and bleſſed 
are they who keep them clean and undetiled. Noah 
was a juſt man and perfect in his generation, which 
was wicked and profane; and behold how he is ho- 
noured and preſerved by heaven: The Lard faid un- 
to Noah, Came thou, and all thy houſe into the ark : 
for thee have 1 ſeen righteous befare me in this gene- 
ratian *, Lot eſcaped the pollations which were 
in Sodom through luſt; and many years after his 
death a mark of honour is fet upon his character, 
more laſting than the hill to which he was com- 
manded to flee: God turned the cities of Sadom and 
Gomerrha into aſhes — And delivered juſt Lot, vexed 
with the filthy converfation of the wicked : For that 
righteous man dwelling among them, in ſeeing and 
hearing, vexed bis righteaus foul from day to day, 
with their unlawful deeds f. To come out of filthy 

Gen. vii. 1. } 2 Pet. ii. 6. 7. 8. 
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company unſtained with the converſation of the 
wicked, is an honourable and glorious eſcape. 
Never chooſe to go into it; but if buſineſs call you 
in, be very vigilant and ſober; and when buſineſs 
is done, open the door and eſcape for your inte- 
grity, leaving behind an example of the vigour of 
principle and the beauty of holineſs. 

- Live godly in this preſent world, and godly every 
where, and every day. Every where live godly. In 
cloſets and ſolitary places pray to your Father who 
ſeeth in ſecret, and you ſhall be rewarded openly, 
Read his holy word, which ſhews unto ſinners the 
way of ſalvation. Meditate upon his righteous law 
day and night, and believe the glorious goſpel, in 
which life and immortality are brought to the light. 
A life ſpent in acknowledging his being, perfection, 
and bleſſedneſs; in adoring his purpoſes, promiſes, 
and operations; in believing his record, ſubmitting 
to his will, and beholding his glory in the face of 
Chriſt, is a life of honour and pleaſure. Live god- 
ly in families. In theſe little ſanctuaries, preſent 
unto the Lord, evening and morning every day, of- 
ferings of righteouſneſs and ſacrifices of praiſe. Be- 
fore the eyes of houſeholds diſplay the practical 
beauties of godly converſations, and afford them 
reaſonable means of conviction, that the love and 
fear of God are the ſupreme motives by which you 
are influenced, and his glory the great end to which 
your actions are directed. Walk with God in the 
temple, and behold and admire the majeſty of his 
ſteps and goings in the worſhip and ſolemnities of 
his ſanctuary : y way, © God, cried an ancient 
finger in an hour of perplexity, ig in the ſanfuary : 
who is fo great a God as our Cod? Thou art the God 
that doſt wonders*. Attend the ordinances, by which 
his name is recorded and made known; and attend 
Rot to ſee men, and hear the ſound of words, but 

® Pal. IXxvii. 13. 14. 
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to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in 
his temple. Do you deſire to behold the majeſty of 
the Lord, and enjoy the pleaſures of communion ?- 
caſt yourſelves in his way, and walk in his ordi- 
nances and commandments, remembering that he 
is the God who doth wonders. 
godly, and do your buſineſs with men of the world 
as perſons profeſſing godlineſs in a godly manner. 
Faith in God, love to him, and fear of him, are 
operative principles of obedience, which extend 


themſelves the whole length of the commandment. 


Never diſſemble their influence upon your words 
and actions. There are ſwine before whom wiſ- 
dom forbids us to caſt our pearls, and ſons of Be- 
lial, to whom prudence adviſes us not to ſpeak; 
but we ought not to be aſhamed to be known a- 
mong the worſt men, to be lovers, and fearers, 
and worſhippers of God. God is not aſhamed to 
be called our God in the face of the world, and we 


{ſhould not be aſhamed to be known in it to be his 


peculiar people. To men who loved vanity, and 
followed falſehood, and turned the glory of David 
into ſhame, he ſaid with a bold countenance, and 
in a ſmart and noble turn of expreſſion: But know 


that the Lord hath ſet apart him that is godly, for 


himſelf *. In the ordinary buſineſs of your ſtations, 


and in markets, and fairs, and at ſales, confider 


yourſelves as acting under the authority of the Lord 
your God and Redecmer in the eighth command- 
ment; and depend upon his promiſes for wiſdom, 
diſcretion, and ſtrength ta do your. buſineſs well. 
If it proſper, aſcribe to him the honour of ſuc- 
ceſs; and if it diſappoint expectation, turn the loſs 
into gain, by gcknowledging the juſtice of Provi- 


dence; ſubmitting to the will of God in trying, 
chaſtiſing, and humbling you, and adoring his ſove- 


reignity, in chuling means of weaning you from 
earth, and fitting you for heaven. 
Pal. iv. 2. 3. 
Now, 
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Now, Believers, ye ſee how ye ought to live. 


In this preſent world, ye ought to live ſoberly, 


Tighteouſly, and godly. To this manner of life ye 
are bound. For this manner of life ye are furniſh. 
ed. In this manner of life ye will find pleaſure, 
And from men of your perſuaſion and calling, 
this manner of life is expected. 

To this manner of life ye are bound. With the 
goſpel of the grace of God, which is the charter of 
your privileges, the law of God; which is the rule 
of your conduct, is embodied. In the diſpenſa- 
tion of his grace the commandments and ſtatutes of 
his law are in force, and bind his beloved and re- 
deemed people to order their converſations, and 
frame their lives m the manner that he has preſcri- 
bed and revealed. Under this law ye acknowledge 
yourſelves to livez and by the authority- of it, 


which in the adminiſtration of Chriſt is light and 


eaſy, ye are bound to do juſtly, and love mercy, and 
walk humbly with God. As ye walk forward in 
*holinefs, humility, and righteouſneſs, be ſenſible 
of 'the obligation and of the vigour imparted to it, 
by gratitude for love, and grace, and redemption. 
Ye are not your own : For ye are bought with a 


price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in 


your ſpirit, which are God's *. Ye are a choſen gene- 
ration, a royal prieſthoad, a holy nation, a peculiar 


people; that ye ſhould ſbeu forth the praiſes of him 


who hath called you out of darkneſs into his marvel- 


lous light f. Chriſt gave himſelf for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 
himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good works f. 

For this manner of life ye are furniſhed ; fur- 
niſhed with life. I am crucified with Chriſt : never- 
theleſs I live; yet not I, but Chrift liveth in me]. 
You hath he quickened, who were dead in treſpaſſes 


* 7 Cor. vi. 19 20. 


+ x Pet. ii. 9. 
i Gal. 1. 20. 


1 Tit. ii. 14 · 


and 
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and fins *. Furniſhed with power: All things are 


poſſible to him that believeth f. I can do all things 


through Chriſt who ſtrengtheneth me t. Furniſhed 
with liberty : Now we are delivered from the law, 
that being dead, wherein we were held; that we 


ſhould ſerve in newneſs of ſpirit, and not in the old- 


neſs of the letter ||. Being then made free from fin, 
became ſervants of righteouſneſs **. Furniſhed 
with a rule: All Scripture is given by inſpiration of 
God, and profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs : That the man 
of God may be perfect, throughly furniſhed unto all 
good works . Furniſhed with an unction : Te have 
an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all 
things jt. New he who ſtabliſheth us with you in 
Chriſt, and hath anointed us, is God: Who hath alſo 
fealed us, and given the earneſt of the Spirit in our 
hearts. 
left us an example of obedience, in fulfilling all 
righteouſneſs, as well as of patience in ſufferin 


the death of the croſs; and we are inſtructed to ob- 


ſerve the patterns of faith and holineſs, which ap- 


pear in the lives of prophets and apoſtles, to conſi- 


der the end of their converſations, and to follow 
them as they were followers of Chriſt. 


In this manner of life ye will find pleaſure and 


joy. Where ſhall wiſdom be found, and where is 


the place of underſtanding; behold the fear of the 


Lord, that is wiſdom ;' and to depart from evil is 


underſtanding. The ways of this wiſdom are plea- 


ſantneſs, and all the paths are peace. On the right 


hand is joy in God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


by whom ye have now receive:l the atonement ;z and 
on the left, peace of conſcience, and confidence be- 


fore men. The work of righteouſneſs ſhall be peace, 


* Eph. ii. 1. 
| Rom. vii. 6. 
71 1 Joha, i. 20. 


+ Mark, ix. 23. 


} Phil. iv. 13. 
* Rom. vi. 18. p 


T7 2 Tim. iii. 16. 17. 


|] 3 Cor. i. 22. aa. 
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Furniſhed with examples: Chriſt hath 
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and the eſtect of righteouſneſs, quietneſs, and aſſurance 


for ever“. Our rejoicing is this, the teſtimony of 


our conſcience, that in ſunplicity and godly ſincerity, 
not with fleſbly wiſdom, but by the grace of God, we 
have bad our converſation in the world f. The way 
of ' holineſs, though hedged with thorns, and in- 
feſted with leopards; though lying through deep 
mire, and great tribulation, leads into green pa- 
ſtures, ſweeps along the banks of the river of God, 
runs over mountains of myrrh, and hills of frank- 
incenſe, paſſes through the dead ſea, and ends in 
fulneſs of joy, and pleaſures for evermore. N 
being made free from fin, and become ſervants to 


God, ye have your fruit unto holineſs, and the end 


everlaſting life F. Pleaſures found in a life of ſo- 
briety, righteouſneſs, and godlineſs, are not like 
the withering joys which flutter the hearts of men 
of the world, in corn, and wine, and oil. In ſum- 
mer and in winter, and at all ſeaſons of the year, the 
pleaſures of religion are freſh and green, Bleſſed is 
the man that walketh not in the counſel of the ungodly, 
nor ftandeth in the way of ſinners, nor ſitteth in the 
ſeat of the ſcornful. But bis delight is in the law of 
the Lord, and in his law dath he meditate day and 
night. And he ſhall be like à tree planted by the ri- 
vers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his 
ſeaſon; his leaf alſo ſhall not wither, and whatſe- 
ever he doth ſball proſper. The ungodly are not ſo: 
but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away. 
Therefore the ungedly ſhall not fand in the j udge- 
ment, nor ſinners in the congregation M the rigbte- 
ous. For the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous : 

but the way of the ungodly ſhall periſb |. | 
From men of your perſuaſion and calling, this 
manner of life is expected. 'The grace of God, 
which bringeth ſalvation, or the doctrine of God 

Iſa. xxxii. 17. + 2 Cor. i. 12, t Rom, vi 22+ 
Pal. i. 2.—6. 

our 
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our Saviour, is your Faith- This holy doctrine you 
have embraced from conviction, and believe it to 
be the truth which is after godlineſs. Saved and 
called with an holy calling, not according to your 


works, but according to the purpoſe of God, and 


the grace which was given us in Chriſt Jeſus, be- 
fore the world began, ye are perſuaded that the re- 


cord of God is true, and worthy of all acceptation. 


Theſe things being ſo, it is expected, that by a life 
of ſobriety, righteouſneſs, and godlineſs, you 
ſhould do honour to your perſuaſion and calling. 
This expectation is reaſonable and univerſal. "The 


church expects it as a mean of edification and 


comfort. The world expect it; and though theſe 
be enemies of the grace of God, common reaſon 
in them dictates, that men mould live according to 
their profeſſion, and form their conduct according 
to their principles. Let us then walk honeftly as in the 
day; not in rioting and drunkenneſs, not in thambering 
and wantonneſs, not in ftrife and envying; but put ye 
on the Lord Feſus Chrift, and make not proviſion for 
the fle/b, to fulfil the luſts thereof *. Ar bbedient chil. 
dren, not faſhoning yourſelves according to the for- 
mer luſts, in your ignorance : But as he who hath 
called you is holy, fo be ye holy in all manner F con- 
ver/ation +. For God hath not called us unto unclean- 
neſs, but unto holineſs J. 

From the manner of life which we have explain- 
ed and recommended, many are alienated through 
the ignorance that is in them, becauſe of the blind- 
neſs of their heart, and the vanity of their mind. 
The fleſh hath both its luſts and its religion. 
There is a ſervice performed in oldneſs of the let- 
ter, and a ſervice performed in newneſs of ſpirit. 


Men in the fleſh, though dead in fin, may eſcape 


pollutions which are in the world through luſt, at- 


Rom xiii. 13. 14. 1 Pet. i. 14. 15. 
{ 1 Theſſ. iv. 7. ? OY 
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tain knowledge of truth, conſent, to words of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and do works which ought to 
be. done, and which are worthy of praiſe ; but till 
they be dead to the law, and married to Chriſt, 


they are under the curſe, and cannot pleaſe God. 


Ia their converſations, are ſhews and appearances 
of virtue and good works, according to the old- 
neſs of the letter; but there is no true holineſs 
or acceptable obedience in newneſs of ſpirit. U- 
nion with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who was delivered 
for our offences, and was raiſed again for our juſti- 
fication, is the entrance into life, and righteouſneſs, 
and holineſs. 'This gate of the Lord, at which all 
that are in entered, is opened by the Scripture, and 
in the diſpenſation of the goſpel of the grace of God, 
calls to ſeek directions to find; and invitations and 
encouragements to enter are given to the world, 
according to the commandment of the everlaſting 
God: I am the way, ye know who is ſpeaking, 
and the truth, and the life ; no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me*. I am the door: by me if any 
man enter in, he ſhall be ſaved, and ſhall go in and 
cut, and find paſture f. Enter in at the ſtrait gate; 
fer wide is the gate, and broad is the way that lead- 
eth to deſtruction, and many there be who go in there- 
at : Becauſe ſtrait is the gate, and narrow is the 
way which leadeth unto life, and few there be wha 
Find it f. Now therefore hearken unto me, O ye chil- 
dren : for bleſſed are they who keep my ways. Hear 
inſiruction, and be wiſe, and refuſe it not. Bleſſed is 
the man who heareth me, watching daily at my gates, 
waiting at the poſts of my doors. For whoſo findeth 
me, findeth life, and ſball obtain favour of the Lord. 
But he who finneth againſt me, wrongeth his own 
feul; all they who hate me, love death ||. 


John, iv. 6. + John, x. 9. 


+ Matt. vii. 13. 14. 
Prov. viii. 32.36, 
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Teaching us, that denying ungodlineſs, and worldly 
lufts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly 


in this preſent world. 


FHE beauties in a good life, though of little ac- 

count in the fight of men, are of great ac- 
count in the fight of God, the ſupreme judge of 
beauty. Sobriety, righteouſneſs, and godlineſs, 
diffuſe around people a luſtre which outſhines or- 
naments and jewels. In the wardrobe of Solomon, 


there was nothing comparable to theſe; and no- 


thing that equals them appears among the lilies of 
the field, which eclipſe the glory of Solomon. A 
daughter of Zion, in the finery condemned by 
Ifaiah, and a Roman lady in the coſtly array cen- 
tured by Peter and Paul, look ugly, if ſobriety, 
righteouſneſs, and godlineſs be wanting. As @ 
jewel of gold in a feine's ſnout, ſo is a fair woman 

who is without diſcretion *, | 
In a good life theſe beauties appear all, and none 
of them is wanting. A character of ſobriety with- 
out righteouſneſs and godlineſs, or of righteouſneſs 
without godlineſs and ſobriety, or of godlineſs 
without ſobriety and righteouſneſs, is not a beauty in 
the eyes of the Lord. In ſome characters, ſobriety 
is wanting; in ſome, righteouſneſs cannot be ſcen; 
Prov. i. 22. 
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and in ſome, godlineſs doth not ſhine : but in a good 
life, the whole conſtellation breaks forth, and dif- 
fuſes light and beauty through the converſation. 
The goſpel of the grace of God, having in the 
boſom of its diſpenſation the law of Chriſt, fits in 
his temple, declaiming with authority in the ears of 
men, againſt luſt, impiety, and immorality, and 
teaching hearers and believers to live ſoberly, righ- 
reoufly, and godly in this preſent world. Atter 
what you have heard, of denying ungodlineſs and 
worldly luſts, and of living ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and godly, it is now propoſed to ſet forth the 


teaching and binding authority, which is in the diſ- 
penfation of this grace. 


The authority in the diſpenſation of this grace, 
we ſhall confider,—firſt, As it raiſes its voice againſt 
Tuſt, impiety, and immorality; — and ſecondly, As 
it inculcates upon hearers and believers, ſobriety, 
righteoufneſs, and godlineſs. 


Againſt luſt, impiety, and immorality, the diſ- 


penſation of the goſpel of the grace of God, which 


bringeth before the world ſalvation through tae 
righteouſneſs of faith without works, ſpeaks aloud, 
and cries in the ear of the world, Let every one 
hat nameth the name of Chrift, depart from iniqui= 
7y *. Particularly, fr//, Sin, the evil which is the 
cauſe of every other evil, is repreſented by the diſ- 
penſation of e hae in terms which are the moſt 
proper to expreſs the malignity of its nature. Tranſ- 
greſſion, diſobedience, and rebellion ; lewdneſs, 
vithineſs, and uncleanneſs; iniquity, treſpaſs, and 
offence; wickedneſs, ungodlineis, and unrighteout- 
neſs; and many other terms, are uſed among the 
holy writers, to teach men the knowledge of fin, 
and to convince them that it is an only evil. The 
beauty of holineſs, and the vileneſs of fin, every 
where contraſt each other in Scripture; and by the 

* a Tim. it, 19. 


* 
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luſtre and glory of the former, the filthineſs of 
the latter appears viler and more ſhocking. Job, 


when he had ſeen, with the eye, the majeſty of 


the Lord, abhorred himſelf, and cried, Behold, I 
am vile. When the glory of the Lord, in a viſion, 
ſhined round about Ifaiah,. that holy man ſaw him- 
ſelf to be a man of unclean lips. When Ezra 
thought of the habitation of holineſs, he bluſhed, 
and could not look up. Awful ceremonies, pre- 
figuring the expiation of ſin, were inftituted to im- 
preſs upon the conſcience a ſenſe of its nature and 
demerit. Slaughtering oxen, and burning: lambs, 
and ſprinkling blood, were a ſolemn and awful in- 
troduction to the more dreadful ſcene that was to 
appear in Gethſemane, and on Calvary. When 
fin and wrath met together upon the Son of God, 
the nature of ſin, and the power of wrath, appear- 
ed in a light in which they never had been mani» 


feſted before. The waters of Noah, the flames of 


Sodom, the plagnes of Egypt, the ruins of Baby- 
lon, the aſhes of Jeruſalem, the duſt of the temple, 
and the rubbiſh of Zion, are monnments of the- 
wrath of God againſt the fin of the world; but the 
croſs, where wrath kindled upon his beloved Son, 
melted his heart like wax, in the midſt of his 
bowels, dried his body like a potſherd, and wrung 
from his holy lips, Eli, Eli, lama ſabachthani, is: 
the tremendous and fiery monument to. which the 
goſpel of the grace of God directs the eye for a 
fight of the nature of fin and the power of wrath. 
Look at it, O believers.! and weep. bitterly. Is 


there an odious name which ye are not inclined to 


give this evil and bitter thing, that brought the Ho- 


ly One and the Jult to the infamy of the croſs, and: 


the humiliation of the grave ? 
Secondly, In the diſpenſation of this grace, loud 


calls are given to repentance; and the object whom. 


God hath cxalted to beſtow it, is xevealed.. The 


- 
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G of our fathers raiſed up. Feſus, whom ye flew 


and hanged on a tree, Him hath God exalted with 


his right-hand, to be a Prince and a Saviour; for to 


give repentance. to Iſrael, and forgiveneſs of fins *, 
Repent ye. therefore, and be converted, that your 
fins may be blotted out, when the times of refreſhing 
Hall come from the prefence of the Lord +. No en- 
couragement 1s given to continue in fin, that grace 
may abound. On the contrary, the abounding of 
grace, and the promiſes of pardon, are the cords 
with which the loving-kindnefs of God our Saviour 
draws ſinners from the pleaſures of ſin, to the love 
and practice of holineſs. - Let the wicked for/ake, 
not continue in, his way, and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts : and let him return unto the Lard, and 
he will have mercy upon him, and to our Cod, for he 
will abundantly; pardon t. In this holy diſpenſation, 
the nature and demerit of fin are not only repre- 
fented to the eye, but exhortations, calls, and com- 
mands to repent, and turn from it, are addreſſed to 
the ear, and to the heart. Cleanſe your hands, ye 
ſinners, and purify your hearts, ye double-minded. 
God commandeth all men every where to repent. 
Repent and turn from all your tranſgreſſions; Put 
away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; 
Ceaſe to do evil; Cleanſe yourſelves from all filthi- 
neſs of fleſh and ſpirit, —are voices daily uttered in 
the diſpenſation of the goſpel, and with a clear and 
ſtrong emphaſis expreſs the oppoſition of grace to 
impiety, luſt, and licentiouſneſs. | 
Thirdly, The ſtatutes of the Lawgiver againſt 
luſt, impiety, and immorality are all in force, 
and, in the diſpenſation of this grace, proclaimed 
with every folemnity. All iniquity is not ſimply 
prohibited as offenfive to the holineſs of God, and 
a treſpaſs. againſt his government. Heavy and e- 
ternal penalties are denounced, and certifications 
Adds, v. 30. 31, + Acts, iii. 19. } If. Iv, 7. 
given 
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given that theſe will be inflicted: In the day that 
thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely die *. The ſoul 


that ſinneth, it ſhall dieF. Curſed is every one that 
continueth not in all the things which are written in 
the book of the law to do them . The wrath of God is 
revealed from heaven againſt all ungodlineſs, and un- 
righteouſneſs of men ||. He that believeth not the Son, 
[ball not ſee life; but the wrath of God abideth on 
him **, He that believeth not, ſhall be damned +F. 

The righteouſneſs of the law being fulfilled by 
Chriſt, is fulfilled in all who believe in Chriſt. Re- 
deemed from the curſe, and delivered from the law, 
there is no condemnation to them who are in Chrift 
Jeſus. Againſt their ſtate in Chriſt Jeſus, theſe 
penalties have no force, and never will be inflicted: 

Verily verily I ſay unto you, He that heareth my 
word, and believeth on him who ſent me, hath ever- 
laſting life, and ſhall not come into condemnation I. 

The penalties, notwithſtanding, render many ef- 
ſential ſervices to believers in ſtriving againſt fin, 
By theſe, their zeal againſt it is heated and kindled 
into indignation; by theſe, their conſciences are 
awed and alarmed at the approach of temptation; 
and by theſe their hands are tied up from work- 
ing iniquity, and their feet reſtrained from going 
in among diſſemblers and evil-doers: But unto the 


. wicked God ſaith, What haſt thou to do to declare my 


ſtatutes, or that thou ſhouldſt take my covenant in thy 
mouth ? Seeing thou hateſt inſtruction, and caſteſt my 
words behind thee. IWhen thou ſaweſt a thief, then 
thou con ſentedſt with him, and haſt been partaker with 
adulterers. Thou giveſt thy mouth to evil, and thy 
tongue frameth deceit. Thou ſetteſt and ſpeakeſt a- 
gainſt thy brother, thou flandereft thine own mother's 
fon. Theſe things haſt thou done, and I kept ſilence : 


+ Gal. iii. 10. 
f Mark, xvi. 16. 


thou 


+ Ezek. zviii. 20. 
de John, ili. 30. 


Gen. ii. 19. 
| Rom. 1. 18. 


tj John, v. 24+ 
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thou thoughteft that I was altogether ſuch an one as 
thyſelf : but I will reprove thee, and ſet them in or- 
. der before thine eyes. Now confider this, ye who for- 
get God, leſt I tear you in pieces, and there be none 
to deliver . To deter men from. inabibing impious 
opinions, and from perſiſting in immoral courſes, 
the terrors of judgement and eternity are held up 
before them with awful and pointed ſolemnity: 
Cod will render to every man according ts his deeds: 
unte them that are contentious, and do not obey the 
truth, but obey unrighteouſneſs ; indignation, and 
wrath; tribulation and anguiſh upon every ſoul of 
man that doth evil,—in the day when God ſhall judge 
the, fecrets of men by Jeſus Chriſt +. - Who ſhall be re- 
vealed from heaven, with-his mighty angels, in a- 
ming fire, taking vengeance on them that know not 
Cod, and obey not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chrift : 
Who ſhall be puniſbed with everlaſting deſtruction from 
the preſence of the Lord, and from the glory of bis 
'.* "Wm —_— 7 d; 44.4 
\  Fourthly, Motives to deny and mortify fin, are 
laid before believers in the diſpenſation. of this 
grace. The commiſſion of fin is not only ſtrictly 
prohibited, but every motive to take up arms and 
fight againſt it, is uſed without ſcruple and without 
exception. The contrariety of fin to the holineſs 
of God, the unreaſonableneſs of diſobedience, the 
infamy of vice, the ſtings of conſcience, the bitter- 
neis of death, the terror of judgement, and the 
torments and anguiſh of eternity, have a place in 
the doctrine of God our Saviour; and with all 
their force, urge believers of it to take up arms a- 
gainſt impiety and unrighteouſneſs. Belides theſe, 
there are motives of a higher order and peculiar to 
this holy doctrine. Chritt gave himſelf for us, that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity. How ſhall 


® Pfal. |. 16.—21. 


+ Rom. ii. 6. 8. 9. 16. 
+ a Tbhefl. i. 7. 8. 9. N 
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we who are dead to fin live any longer therein ? 
Our old man is crucified with Chriſt, that the body 
of fin might be deſtroyed, that henceforth we 
ſhould not ſerve fin. They that are Chriſt's, have 
crucified the fleſh with the affections and luſts. We 
are debtors, not to the fleſh to live after the fleſh. 
If ye live after the fleſh, ye ſhall die; but if ye 
through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the 
body, ye ſhall live. Ye are the temple of God, 
and the Spirit of God dwelleth in you. If any 
man defile the temple of God, him ſhall God de- 


{troy ; for the temple of God is holy, which temple 


ye are. Theſe tranſcendent motives to deny un- 
godlineſs and worldly luſts, to reſiſt and mortify 
the dying remains of ſin, and to abſtain from all 
appearance of evil, the goſpel of the grace of God 
preſſes upon hearers and believers; and with the 
conſolation of redemption, and the force of grati- 
tude to the Redeemer, encourages them to continue 
the war againſt the whole body of fin until it be 
deſtroyed. | | 

Fifthly, Striving againſt fin with the vigour of 
theſe motives, is bound upon us by the authority 
of the Lawgiver. Though dead by the body of 
Chriſt to the covenant of the law, we are not with= 
out law to God, but under the law to Chriſt. B 
this law, war againſt ungodly, worldly, and fleſhly 


luſts is authoriſed, and all commerce with theſe e- 


nemies is prohibited and cut off. The ſword is 
drawn, and muſt not be ſheathed until the whole 
body of fin be deſtroyed. In this holy war, hoſti- 
lities are enjoined by the Captain of our ſalvation, 
and muſt be committed without mercy, and with- 
out liſtening to overtures of accommodation, or an 

terms the enemy can propoſe: F thy right eye of 


fend thee, pluck it out, and caſt it from thee : for it 
As profitable for thee that one of thy members ſhould 


periſh, and not that thy whole body ſhould be caſt into 
hell. 
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hell. And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it of, 


and caſt it from thee : for it is profitable for thee that 
one of thy members ſhould periſh, and not that thy. 
whole body ſhould be caſt into hell v. Behold the ran- 


cour and animoſity of a veteran, who, under the 


banner of the croſs, aſſured himſelf of victory and 


conqueſt: So fight I, not as one who beateth the air: 


But I keep under my bady, and bring it into ſubjec- 
ion: leſt that by any means when I have preached to 


others, I myſelf ſhould be a caflaway F. And hear 
his complaints when like to be taken priſoner :. 7 


ſee another law in my members, warring * againſt the 


law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to 
the law of fin, which is in my members. O wretched 
man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from the body 
of this death! I thank God, through Feſus Chriſt our 
Lord. So then, with the mind I myſelf ſerve the law 
of God; but with the fleſh the law of jan }. 0 
Sixthly, In the conflict with the remains of fin, 
we are furniſhed, by the diſpenſation of this grace, 


with the preſence and operation of the Holy Spirit. 


The mortification of our members which are upon 
the earth is our duty, and in the word of God is 
frequently and earneſtly recommended. To per- 


form this neceſſary and reaſonable duty we have no 


ſtrength of our own. Of ourſelves, none of us are 
ſufficient to deny an evil propenſity, to correct a 
bad habit, nor to take the life of an ungodly luſt. 
But for this extremit / proviſion is made in the diſ- 
penſation of grace. Mortification, a work which 
is bound upon men without ſtrength, is performed 
through the power of the Holy Spirit: Aye through 
the Spirit mortiſy the deeds of the body, ye ſhall 


live]. No vicious habit is ſo inveterate, no luſt is 


ſo outragious, no member of the body of fin is ſo 
ſtrong, but a man who has no might, will, through 
* Matth. v. 29. 30. + 1 Cor. ix. 26. 29, 
+ Rom, vii. 23 24. 25. I Kom. vin. 43. 
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his divine power, overcome and deſtroy. Now let 
theſe particulars be ſeriouſly confidered—the repre- 
ſentations, in the diſpenſation of this grace, of the 
nature of fin and the power of wrath; the calls to 
repentance, and the diſcoveries of the Saviour who 
is exalted to give it; the ſtatutes of the Lawgiver a · 
gainſt iniquity, and the certifications that the pe- 
nalties will be inflicted; rhe motives to lift arms 
and fight againſt ſin; the authority of Chriſt, which 
binds us to reſiſt it in the uſe of theſe motives; and 
the effectual proviſion made by the promiſe and 
communication of the Spirit, to enable believers, 
who have no might, to ſubdue and deſtroy the 
whole body of fin—and reaſon, common reaſon, 
will be compelled to acknowledge, that grace gives 


no encouragement to unrighteouſneſs; that the dif- 


penſation of it hath not an immoral tendency; and 
that it exerts, and will continue to exert itſelf in 
believers, till the whole body of fin be deſtroyed. 


The difpenſation of this grace raiſes its voice, 


not only againſt all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs 
of men, but pleads ſtrongly, and carneſtly, and tri- 
umphantly, for righteouſnels and godlineſs among 
men. Luſt, impiety, and immorality are ſtrictly 
prohibited; and ſobriety, righteouſneſs, and godli- 
neſs are ſtrongly inculcated, within the realm over 
which grace reigns. Having heard what it hath ad- 
vanced againſt the former, we will now liſten to 
what it hath to ſay in favour of the latter. And, 
Firſt, In the goſpel of the grace of God, which 
takes into its diſpenfation the law of Chriſt, the 


beauties of ſobriety, righteouſneſs, and godlinels are 


delineated. This is of great conſideration to man- 


ners. In moral imitations it is neceſſarv to have be- 


fore our eye the original of beauty and excellence. 
The goſpel of the grace of God provides this, and 
in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, ſets before us the holi- 
neſs of God in all its beauty and glory. Upon this 

| O glorious 
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glorious original, the holy apoſtles and prophets 
fixed their eye, in painting 'the beauty of holineſs, 
and recommending it to the imitation of believers, 
Turn to theſe expreſſions of likeneſs to God which 
appear in the diſpenſation of his grace, and behold 
a repreſentation of all that is virtuous and worthy 
of praiſe. Among the refinements of Paganiſm, 
ſome good ſayings are found, and ſome wiſe rules 
for regulating part of our converſation arc preſcri- 
bed; but the doctrine of God our Saviour, or the 
diſpenſation of his grace, and of ſalvation through 
his righteouſneſs and blood, without works of the 
law, ſets before the world a whole; a whole with 
reſpect to qurſelves, a whole with reſpect to our 

neighbour, and a whole with reſpect to our God. 
Secondly, This gracious and holy diſpenſation, 
in which grace reigns and beſtows ſalvation with- 
out works, binds to imitations of the original; and 
enjoins believers to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
godly in this preſent world. 'The glorious original 
of the beauty and perfection of holineſs is ſet be- 
fore us; and precept is added to precept, and call 
to call, to imitate him, and to be perfect, even as 
our Father who is in heaven is perfect: Be ye there- 
fore folliwers of God, as dear children; and walk in 
t,ve, as Chriſt alſo hath loved us, and hath given him- 
ſelf fer us, an offering and a ſacrifice to God for a 
fweet-ſmelling ſavour *. Furthermore then we be— 
feech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jeſus, 
that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk, 
and to pleaſe God, fo ye would abound mare and more. 
Fer ye know what commandments we gave you by 
the Lord Jeſus. For this is the. will of God, even 
wvour ſanctification T. In the diſpenſation of this 
grace, which bringeth ſalvation without works, ho- 
lineſs, the perfection of beauty, i is ſet before us, in- 
ſtruction to imitations of jt in our conduct is com- 

Eph. v. 1. a. e, . 2 
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municated, and authority is interpoſed to bind us 
ro receive inſtruction in righteouſneſs. Is the au- 
thority of the Creator and Preſerver of men ac=- 
knowledged, and the authority of the Redeemer 
and Saviour of men hiſſed. Creation and redemp- 
tion, ſalvation and preſervation, are operations of 
the ſame Sovereign. Under the reign of grace 
through righteouſneſs, unto eternal life by Jefus 
Chriſt our Lord, the authority of our Creator, and 
the authority of our Redeemer meet together, and 
with concentrated force bind receivers of the grace 
of God to perfect holineſs in the fear of God. Hig- 
gaion, Gelah. Alleluia! 

Thirdly, The diſpenſation of this grace provides 
for the life which it recommends, and to which it 
binds. To live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in 
this preſent world, believers are throughly furniſh- 
ed, furniſhed. with precepts and rules, with privi- 
leges and promiſes, with examples and motives, and 
with hopes and rewards : Thou haſt commanded us to 
keep thy precepts diligently *. As many as walk ac- 
cording to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, 
and upon the Iſrael of God F. As he who hath called 
you is Holy, ſo be ye holy in all manner F converſa- 
tion ; becauſe it is written, be ye holy, for 1 am 


holy f. I am the Lord that bringeth you up out of 


the land of Egypt, to be your God : ye ſhall therefore 
be holy, for 1 am holy ||. I through the law am dead 
to the law, that 1 might live unto God **, Wherefore, 
my brethren, ye.alſo are become dead to the law by 
the body of Chriſt ; that ye ſhould be married to ano- 
ther, even to him who is raifed from the dead, that 
we ſhould bring forth fruit unto God +F. Be ye fol- 
lowers of me, even as 1 alſo am of Chriji tt. In 
Chriſt Feſus 1 have begotten you through the goſpel. 


* Pal. exix. 4. 
Lev. xi. 45. 
{ | 1 Cor. xi, t. 


+ Gal. vi. 16. 
** Gal. ii. 19, 


+ o Pet. i. 25. 16. 
tt Rom. vn. 4. 


O 2 Wherefore, 


i 


Ce 
» A 


160 SERMON IK 


iVherefore, I beſeech you, be ye followers of me. 
Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them 
who walk ſo, as ye have us for an enſample +}. He 
that ſoweth to the Spirit, Mall of the Spirit reap life 
everlaſting. And let us not be weary in well-doing : 
for in due ſeaſon we ſhall reap, if we faint not f. Ac- 
cording to the faith of God's elect, and the acknow- 
ledging of the truth which is after godlineſs : In hope 
of eternal life, which God that cannot lie, promiſed 
before the world began |}. A new heart alſo will 1 
give you, and a new ſpirit will I put within you, and 
1 will take away the ſtony heart out of your fleſb, and 
J will give you an heart of fleſh. And JI will put 
my Spirit within you, and cauſe you ta walk in my 
ſtatutes, and ye ſhall keep my judgements, and do 
them *. This ſball be the covenant that 1 will make 
with the houſe of Iſrael, After thoſe days, faith the 
Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and 
write it in their hearts, and will be their Gad, and 
they ſhall be my people r. Here is proviſion of 
every fort. Statutes and rules, privileges and pro- 
miſes, examples and motives, hopes and rewards, 
are provided, with a new heart and a new ſpirit: 
Having therefore theſe promiſes, dearly beloved, let 
#s cleanſe ourſelves from all filthineſs of the fleſh and 
ſpirit, perfecting bolineſs in the jear of God |}. 
Fourthly, The grace or doctrine of God our Sa- 
viour takes up the motive of redemption through 
bis blood, and with holy energy urges the redeem- 
ed to ſerve the Lord, who died for them and roſe 


again, in holineſs and righteouſneſs all the days of 


their life. What, know ye not that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Ghoji who is in you, whom ye have 
ef God, and ye are net your own ? For ye are bought 

with a price: therefore glorify Ged in your body, 


* 3 Car. iv. 15, 16, 4 Philip. iii. 19. 1 Gal. vi. 8. 9. 
SOT ** Ezek. XXxVi. 26. 27. ff Jer. xxzi. 33. 
11 2 Cor. vii. 1. 
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and in your ſpirit, which are God's ®, © Looking for 
that bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearing of the 


great God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt : who gave 


himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from all ini- 
quity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works F. Chriſt loved the church, 
and gave himſelf for it, that he might ſanctiſy and 
cleanſe it with the waſhing of water by the word, 
that he might preſent it to himſelf a glorious church, 
not having ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing ; but 
that it ſhould be holy and without blemiſb f. The 
holy writers never forget to mention this ingenu— 
ous motive, and among the ſaints, always inſiſt up- 
on it with warmth and fervour. Shall we continue 
in fin, we whom Chriſt hath redeemed from the 
curie, redeemed from all iniquity, and redeemed 
unto God by his own blood? God forbid: It is 
abſurd to ſuppole, that any who have taſted that 
the Lord is gracious, will. The abſurdity expoſes 
and contutes itſelf. How ſhall we, who are dead 
to fin, live any longer therein. Delivered out of 
the hands of our enemies, and ſaved in the Lord 
with an everlaſting ſalvation, we will ſerve him in 
holineſs and righteouſneſs all the days of our life. 
To this we are conſtrained by the love of Chritt : 
to this we are bound by the law of Chriſt: and to 
this we are directed by his word, drawn by his ex- 
ainple, and led by his Holy Spirit. 

Fifthly, Under the reign of grace, we are anoint= 
ed, and ſealed with the ſpirit of holineſs. By the 
hearing of faith, and not by the works of the law, 
the Spirit is received; and by his divine power be- 
licvers are prepared and furniſhed unto all geod 
works. Without the unction from the Holy One, 
we can do nothing that is holy and well-pleaſing to 
God. But, ttrengthened with all might in the in- 


®. x Cor: i. 19. 40. 
4 Evi. Ys 25 36. 27. 


7 Tit. ii. 13. 14. 
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ner man, according to his glorious power, there is | 


no good work which may not be done acceptably 
and eaſily by them who have no might of their 
own. The operations of the Spirit, on the ſancti- 
fication of the church, have been blaſphemed by 
ſome moral teachers, and ſuppreſſed by others. In- 
ſenſible of ſpiritual and gracious operations in them- 
felves, and heated to indignation againſt the expe- 
rience of ſober and heavenly men, the former make 
a great noiſe, and roar widely and indiſcriminately 
againſt the indiſcretions of the weak, and the ex» 
cefles of the wicked. Diſpaſſionate and cool, the 


latter content themſelves with reaſoning in mea- 


ſured and neryous periods, againſt the infolence 
and penal conſequences of vice and impiety, and in 
favour of the merit and excellence of religion and 
virtue. But in oppoſition to the falſchood and 
bitterneſs of the indignant and fiery declaimer, who, 
though he ſpares the names of prophers and apoſtles, 
traduces, as fanaticiſm, the operations of the Holy 
Spirit, deſcribed in their writings; and in oppoſi- 
tion to the ſmoothneſs and artifice of the cool and 
polite reaſoner, who, though he refrain his lips 
from ſpeaking deſpitefully of the Spirit of grace, 
conceals his operation and influence; we profeſs 
boldly, and in the face of the world, that the Spi- 
rit of Truth, with whom we are anointed, and by 
whom we are ſealed, is. the author and finiſher of 
every good and perfect work; that in this preſent 
world we live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, by 
his holy influence; that victories over the remains 
of our inherent enemy, are obtained by his glori- 
ous arm; and that the rivers of living water, which 
break out and overflow our exerciſe and conduct, 
and, under our tribulations and ſufferings, refreſh 
vur ſouls in this dry and thirſty land, are his divine 
and gracious conſolations, Now, when it is conſi- 
dered, that in the diſpenſation, and under the reign 
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of grace, the original of the beauties of holineſs 
appears in his glory in the face of Jeſus Chriſt ; that 
imitations of him in holineſs and righteouſneſs, are 
bound upon us by the law of Chriſt; that provi- 
ſion is made for improving and perfecting theſe ho- 
ly imitations z that within the realm of grace the 
motive of redemption has free courſe in all its ener- 
gy 3 and that receivers of grace are anointed and 
ſealed with the Spirit of Truth and Holineſs 3 rea- 
ſon, unleſs it be perverted, will confeſs, that the 
grace or doctrine of God our Saviour encourages 
the growth of piety toward God, and righteouſ- 
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neſs toward men, waters the root of theſe holy 


plants, and at laſt raiſes them to maturity. 

From the deſcription in the text, of the grace of 
God, or the doctrine of God our Saviour, and 
the explication we have given of its nature and de- 
ſign, the following inferences will be obvious, and 
to thoſe who have their minds enlightened to diſ- 
cern truth and error, will appear to be of great im- 

rtance. | | 

Firſt, The grace of God, which bringeth ſalva- 
tion without works, lifts up a ftandard againſt all 
ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men. So far is 
it from alluring to licentiouſneſs, and encouraging 
to continue in fin, that it encounters every luſt as 
an enemy, and arms us to reſiſt, and to deſtroy, 
and to exterminate, and root out the whole body of 
ſin. To this ſtandard believers aſſemble in the day 
of power, and time of love; and from the Captain 
of ſalvation, who is upon their head, receive arms 
and inſtructions, and inclinations, and laws, to 
ſtand faſt in one ſpirit, and to ſtrive together for 


the faith of the goſpel, in nothing terrified by its 


adverſaries. Nor can they correſpond with the 
enemy, without breaking their faith, deſerting their 


colours, and expoſing themſelves to rods and laſhes. 
If his children forſake my law, and walk not in my 


Judgements ; 
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judgements ; if they break my ſtatutes, and keep not 
my commandments : Then will I viſit their tranſgreſ- 
fron with the rod, and their iniquity with ftripes &. 
Since the breaking out of the rebellion in paradiſe, 
light and darkneſs, truth and error, fin and holi- 
neſs, righteouſneſs and unrighteouſneſs, have con- 
tended for dominion. In the heart of every holy 
believer, the conteſt is hot and violent. The fle/h 
luſteth againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt the 


fleſh: and theſe two are contrary the one to the other f. 


Grace doth not ſtand neuter, nor trim, between 
contending powers. All its force is exerted for the 
deſtruction of fin, and the triumph of righteouſ- 
neſs; nor is the iflue of the conflict doubtful. 
Where fin abounded, grace did much more abound. 
That as fin hath reigned unto death, even ſo might 
grace reign through righteouſneſs unto eternal life, 
by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord g. 


Secondly, The diſpenſation of this grace liſts ſer- 


vants of fin into the ſervice of righteouſneſs, pro- 
miſes life, and ſtrength, and ſpirit, to perform it; 
and in performing it, acceptance and reward. Af- 
ter entering into this ſervice, the ſervice of fir. is 
ſtrictly prohibited, and ſobriety, righteouſneſs, and 
godlineſs, every where, and every day, are per- 
emptorily required from all the ſervants. Know ye 


not, that to whom ye yield yourſelves ſervants to 


obey, his ſervants ye are to whom ye obey ; whether 
of fin unto death, or of obedience unto righteouſneſs ? 


But God be thanked, that ye were the ſervants of 
ſin; but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of 


dofArine which was delivered you. Being then made 


free from fin, ye became the ſervants of rightecu/- 
neſs. I ſpeak after the manner of men, becauſe of 


the infirmity of your fleſh: for as ye have yielded 
your members fervants to uncleanneſs and to iniqui- 


as Pſa). IxxxixX. 30, 31. 33. 7 Gal. v. 17. 
} Rom. v. 20. 21. | SY 
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ty, unto iniquity ;. even ſo now yield your members 


ſervants to righteouſneſs, unto holineſs. For when ye 
were the ſervants of fin, ye were free from rigb- 
teouſneſs. What fruit had ye then in theſe things, 
whereof ye are now aſhamed ? for the end of thoſe 
things is death. But now being made free from ſin, 
and become ſervants to God, ye have your fruit unta 
halineſs, and the end everlaſting life. For the wages 
of fin is death: but the gift of Cod is eternal hfe, 
through Jeſus Chriſi our Lord *. After reading, and 
hearing, and conſidering this ſolemn addreſs, which 
follows a demonſtration of juſtification before God 
by faith without works, and with ſo much evidence 
and warmth repreſents the nature and tendency of 
the doctrine of God our Saviour, reaſon, if unbi- 
aſſed, will acknowledge that this doctrine is the 
truth which is after godlineſs, or the doctrine which 
is according to godlineſs. 

Thirdly, The grace of God, and the law of Chriſt, 
have a place afligned to each of them in the diſpen- 
fation of the glorious goſpel. This holy diſpenſa- 
tion, which bringeth ſalvation without works to 
periſhing and loſt finners, is neither grace without 
law, nor law without grace. Through the whole 
adminiſtration grace reigns, and the law binds, 
Grace reigns, and in acceptance with God will not 
ſuffer works of the law to come near the throne. 
The law binds, and in ſanctification commands all 
who are under grace to live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and godly, in this preſent world. la the diſpenſa- 
tion of the goſpel, however, law and grace are not 
one confuled maſs, without diſtinction, and withe 
out order. Each hath its place, its juriſdiction, in- 
fluence, and operation. By grace, without deeds 
of the law, or works of righteouſneſs which we 
have done, we are juſtified and ſaved. Under law 
to Chriſt in ſanctification, we work out our own 
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falvation with fear and trembling, acknowledging 
that God worketh in us both to will and to do of 
his good pleaſure. Under the law, and under 
grace, alive to the law, and dead to the law, held 
by the law, and delivered from the law, of the 
works of the law, and of the faith of Chriſt, are 
modes of expreflion uſed and conſecrated by the 
wiſdom and accuracy of inſpiration. ' Men who 
reckon themſelves wiſe enough to adjuſt the words 
of the living God by their own ſtandard, neither 
underſtand the meaning, nor diſcern the propriety 
and beauty of theſe holy expreſſions, and ſmile at 
the ignorance and- folly of building faith upon a 
foundation of Greek propoſitions and Jewiſh me- 
taphors. But ye have not ſo learned Chriſt ; if ſo 
be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by 
him, as the truth is in Feſus *. Chriſt was made 
under the law of works, and fulfilled all that it de- 
manded. 'The penalty lays nothing to your charge; 
for from the curſe he hath redeemed you. The 
precept aſks nothing of you; for he hath fulfilled 
the righteouſneſs which it requires. Under this 
law you ſome time were; but from this law you 
are now delivered. 'To this law you were alive 
once; but to this law you are at preſent dead. By 
this law you were formerly held in bondage ; but 
from this law the Son hath made you free indeed. 
What then? ſhall we fin, becauſe we are not under 
the law, but under grace? God forbid f. We are 
not without law to God, but under the law to Chriſt t. 
Grace, which delivers us from the dominion of the 
law as a covenant, places us under the authority 
of the law as a rule. In this new ftate we are both 
under grace and under law, and by grace ſtrength- 
enced with all might, to obſerve the ſtatutes of the 


* Eph. iv. 20. 21. 


058 6 + Rom. vi. 15. 
I. ix, 21. 
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law, not in oldneſs of the letter, but in newneſs of 

irit “. ; | 

Fourthly, Godlineſs and righteouſneſs both ap- 
pear in good converſations. In ſome converſations 
godlineſs is wanting; and in others righteouſneſs is 
wanting. Temperance and ſobriety, meekneſs and 
humanity, juſtice and honeſty, and charity, adorn 
the tempers and manners of ſome men, and merit 
the eſteem, and confidence, and praiſe of ſociety 
but godlineſs appears not among them. Their 
Creator and Redeemer is forgotten in the cloſet, in 
the family, and in the temple. They do not read 
his word, nor believe his goſpel, nor obſerve the 
ſtatutes of his law, which bind us to glorify him 
in all that whereby he, maketh himſelf known. 
They have no delight in his excellencies; no zeal 
for the honour of his name; no defires of com- 
munion with him; and no veneration for the day 
which he hath ſet apart for himſelf, and command- 
cd all to remember and keep holy. In the conver- 
ſations of men of another deſcription, righteouſ- 
neſs is wanting, and truth is held in unrighteouſ- 
nels. With the law of works, and the law of faith, 
they are acquainted. Upon the difference between 
do and live, and live and do; or between entering 
into life by works of righteouſneſs of our own 
doing, and entering into it through the righteouſ- 
neſs of faith without works, they ſpeak ſenſibly and 
accurately according to Scripture. - 'The depravity, 
and miſery, and impotence of ſinners under the 
law, are acknowledged; and toward juſtification 
through the imputation of the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, and ſome other diſtinguiſhing and reigning 
doctrines of the grace of God, they are zealoufly 
affected. Wich reſpe&t unto the will of God in 
the firſt table of the law, the glory of his perfec- 
tions, the ordinances of his worſhip, the venera- 
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tion. of his name, and the obſervation of his day, 
they appear holy and unblameable, and unrepro- 
vable in the fight of men. But when we go along 
and follow them into the ſecond table of the law, 
we do not behold the fruit of the Spirit, in all 
goodneſs, and righteouſneſs, and trath. Through 
this wide field of obedience unto righteouſneſs, the 
doctrine of God our Saviour hath no operation up- 
on their temper and conduct. Love to this world, 
its rival, is the reigning affection of the heart, and 
in poſſeſſion vr the throne. Gold is the god which 
is worſhipped ; and to ſupport and enrich the 
temple of this ſhining idol, the work of faith is 
turned into wormwood, and the fruit of righteouſ- 
neſs into hemlock. They that will be rich, fall into 
temptation, and a ſnare, and into many fooliſh and 
hurtful lifts, which drown men in deſtruction and per- 
dition. For the love of money is the root of all evil: 
which while ſome coveted after, they have erred from 
the faith, and pierced themſelves through with many 


forrows *. The appearance of religion in each of 


theſe claſſes is falſe and deceitful. Partiality in 
obedience is an affront to the lawgiver, and an im- 
pious attempt to compound, and oblige him to ac- 
cept the one half of what he requires. But in con- 
verfations which are ordered aright, godlineſs and 
righteouſneſs appear and ſhine, and like two great 
lights mingling their beams, increaſe the ſplendor 
of grace, and compel men to acknowledge, that 
God, who is light, and in whom there is no dark- 
neſs at all, is in the goſpel of a truth. 

Fifthly, Neither the pollutions which defile the 


world through the luſts of men, nor the running 


iſſues which break out in the lives of believers of 
the goſpel, are effects of the doctrine and reign of 
grace. This doctrine enlightens the eyes of the un- 
derſtanding, and diſcovers and corrects every falſe 
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and heretical opinion, which is contrary to the ſim- 
plicity of truth and the purity of manners. It forms 
and directs the reſolutions of the will, and brings 
theſe into captivity to the obedience of Chriſt. It 
purifies the deſires of the affections, takes the heart 
off the chings of this world, and creates and raiſes 
inclinations and motions toward things holy, ſpiri- 
tual, and heavenly. It regulates the paſſions, and 
reſtrains thoſe different exceſſes, to which different 
perſons by conſtitution or habit are inclined. It 
teaches, binds, and enables all who believe it with 
the heart, to deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, 
and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this 
preſent world. This is its tendency 3 and from 
Scripture we are ſure, that thoſe who receive it un- 
feignedly, will, by their lives and converſations, de- 
monſtrate it to be the doctrine which is according 
to godlineſs. Notwithſtanding it is not, and it 
cannot be denied, that where-ever this doctrine hath 
. prevailed, fin hath abounded. Scandalous impuri- 
ties have diſhonoured ſocieties and congregations a- 
mong whom it hath been maintained in theory; and 
upon the garments. and converſations of the ſmall 
remnant who reccived and obeyed it from the heart, 
a multitude of black and ugly ſpots have appeared. 
But while we condemn theſe impurities and blemiſh- 
es, we juſtify the doctrine of the grace of God from 
the charge of being the cauſe of diſorders and im- 
puritics of any kind. In the golden age of Chriſti- 
anity ſuch offences abounded. Among churches and 
congregations where apoſtles preached for juſtifica- 
tion, Chriſt the righteouſneſs of God, and for 
ſanctification, Chriſt the power of God, there were 
enemies of the croſs of Chriſt, and Chriſtians who, 
by their tempers and their crimes, diſhonoured the 
name of Chriſtianity. - Scandalovs indecencies at 
the ſolemnities of Chriitian worſhip, debates, en- 
vyings, wraths, ſtrifes, backbitings, whiſperings, 
— 5 ſwellings, 
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ſwellings, tumults, hereſies, ſchiſms, uncleanneſs, 
fornication, laſciviouſneſs, vexations, and litigations 
at law, covetouſneſs, fraud, deceit, idleneſs, broke 
in like a high ſea, overflowed places where ſalva- 
tion without works was preached through Chriſt 
and him crucified, and drowned thouſands in de- 
ſtruction and perdition. But becauſe the floods of 
ungodlineſs never would have ſwelled unto ſuch a 
monſtrous height, nor made ſuch horrid noiſe with 
their waves, if Chriſt had not been preached to the 
world, it is againſt Scripture, againſt reaſon and 
common ſenſe, to ſay, that this ſwell of ungodly and 
worldly luſts is a neceſſary effect of the doctrine of 
the croſs of Chriſt, and ſalvation without works 
through his grace and name. And if the ſame 

doctrine be preached, the complaints of its immoral 
tendency, ſo loudly reverberated in the ears of its 
friends, and attempted to be proved only by the 
luſts and abuſes of ſome evil men who hear and 
profeſs to admire it, are unjuſt, and fall upon the 
apoſtles and the 8on of God himſelf. 

Sixthly, The doctrine of the grace of God ought 
not to be diſſembled nor corrupted from the ſimpli- 
city that is in Chriſt, becauſe it is abuſed by the ig- 
norance and luſts of fooliſh men. Here the wiſe 
and prudent have erred exceedingly, and ſpoken 
and written very unwiſely and imprudently. Ob- 
ſerving that under the doctrine and reign of grace 
fin abounds, and haſtily and unreaſonably ſuppo- 
ſing this to be the effect, ſome of them have diſ- 
ſembled and concealed the reign of grace in ſalva- 
tion; others have aſſociated with it in the throne, 
fincere obedience and works of the law; and a third 
ſort have forſaken it as impious and abſurd, and 
ſunk themſelves into preachers of rational Chriſti- 
anity, imagining that our bleſſed Lord and Saviour 
was of this ſet. But men ſet for the defence of 


goſpel were in nothing terrified by adverſaries. 
MINT 2 © . When 
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When ungodlineſs came in like a flood, and world- 
ly duſts ſwept away thouſands who gloried in ſhame, 
and minded earthly things, apoſtles ſtood firm 
and upright by the croſs of Chriſt, and reſiſted the 
{well of immorality, and the force of luſt, with the 
grace of God, which taught them to deny ungod- 
lineſs and worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, righte- 
ouſly, and godly in this preſent world. Paul, who 
had left Titus in a little infamous iſland, where the 
god of this world reigned over liars, evil beaſts, 
and ſlow-bellies; and by Jewiſh fables and com- 
mandments of men, by contentions and ſtrivings a- 
bout the law, and by fooliſh queſtions and endleſs ge- 
nealogies, raiſed daily commotions; commands that 
young teacher to affirm conſtantly, ſalvation, not by 
works of righteouſneſs which we do, but through 


the kindneſs, mercy, and love of God our Saviour, 


by waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of . the 
Holy Ghoſt; that being juſtified by his grace, and 
made heirs according to the hope of eternal life, 
we might be careful to maintain good works. 'The 
ſame zealous and aged father, knowing immorality 
to be the fruit of hereſy, enjoins his ſon, after the 
common faith, to ſpeak things which become ſound 
doctrine, to rebuke ſharply and with all authority 
the immoral, that they may be ſound in the faith, 
and to reject an heretic after the firſt and ſecond 
admonition, 


Unto thefe inſtructions and inferences, we ſhall 
add two general exhortations. And, Fir/t, We ex- 
hort you who have received the grace of God in 
deed and in truth, to adora and commend it, by 
denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and by li- 
ving ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent 
world. Where this grace is faithfully preached and 
cordially received, there always will be ſome who 
by well-doing are able to put to filence the igno- 
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rance of fooliſn men. But among the numbers 
who are forming and training up in the ſame prin- 
ciples, and who in their hearts are well affected to 
Chriſt and him crucified, there are likewiſe ſome 
whoſe conduct in many reſpects is liable to cenſure. 
Inſtances you have heard or obſerved of perſons 
viſibly declining and fliding out of the paths of 
righteouſneſs; and you yourſelves are conſcious of 
being incumbered with finful natures, of walking 
amidſt temptations and ſnares, and of being ſur— 
rounded with evil ſpirits, who, upon ſudden and 
new emergencies, have unknown ways of ſurpriſing 
and hurrying us into action before we have time to 
deliberate. Now them who are in ſuch circumſtan- 
des, we exhort to walk circumſpectly; and before 
God and before men, to behave theniſelves holily, 
and juſtly, and unblameably. ; 

Little children, the adverſaries of the doctrine of 
grace are both watchful and wicked; and will not 
only aggravate, but charge as conſequences of this 
doctrine, all our indifcretions and miſcarriages in 
life and manners. This calls upon us to double the 
guards upon our conduct, and with David, to pray 
to be led in the way of righteouſneſs, becauſe of ob- 
fervers. For the infirmities, and even the vices of 
men who diſcover no love to the perſon of Chriſt, 
nor attachment to his doctrine, allowances are free- 
ly and largely made by the world, and none are 
willing to be thought harſh or cenſorious. But the 
believers and profeſſors of the truth which is after 
godlineſs, need look for no extenuation from this 
quarter. Even profeſſed admirers of candour and 
charity will not heſitate to put the worlt conſtruc- 
tion on all we ſay or do amiſs, becauſe they are 
{ecking occaſion to defame the grace of God, and 
to harden the world againſt it by our miſconduct. 

Beloved, I would have you wile unto that which 
is good, and fimple concerning evil, and with — 
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ſee your obedience unto righteouſneſs come abroad 
nato all men. In order to this, I exhort to ſtand 
firm and upright by the doctrine of the grace of 
God all the days ot your life. Whatever imper- 
kections and inaccuracies be in the manner of our 
preaching, we know, and do teſtify, that the text 
from which we have preached is the true grace of 
God wherein ye ought to ſtand. The worſt hereſy 
in the church is a wicked life ; but the ſource of 
this hereſy is an evil heart of unbelief, and an un- 
ſettled and erroneous judgement of the faith of the 
goſpel. Errors and hereſies, in whatever degree 
theſe prevail, have a poiſonous and deadly effect 
upon morals. Some diſſolve the whole frame of 
obedience to our God and Saviour, and encourage 
the vileſt and moſt licentious indulgences; and the 
more refined and plauſible deliver the ſoul into the 
power of ſome beſetting and beloved ſin, and fur- 
niſh arguments and arms to defend and ſave its life. 
Would you be not only really but eminently holy, 
you muſt take heed to your principles, ſtand faſt. 
in the Lord our righteouſneſs and ſtrength, and 
continue ſound in the faith. If a man's life be ac- 
cording to the law, it is no matter what his princi- 
ples are concerning the goſpel, though a common, 
is a falſe and dangerous potition. It ſuppoſes a per- 
fon to be as ſincere in believing falſehood as in be- 
lieving truth; truth to be no more acceptable to 
God than falſchood; and falſzhood to have as good 
influence upon morals as truth. The influence of 
foundneſs in the faith upon holineſs of life, ap- 
pears in the exhortations of the apoſtles. In re- 
commending Chriſtiaa manners, theſe holy writers 
never depart from the doctrine and reign of grace; 
and out of the wells of ſalvation, and from the ſprings 
of the love of God in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, draw 
that living water or vital influence which refreſhes. 
languiſhing ſaints, and cauſes withering churches 
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to revive as the corn, grow as the vine, bloſſom az 
the roſe, and fill the face of the world with fruit 
Only let your converſation be as it becometh the go- 
ſpel of Chrift : that whether I come and ſee you, or 
elſe be ' abſent, I may bear of your. affairs, that ye 
ftand faſt in one. ſpirit, with one mind, ſtriving to- 
gether for the faith of the goſpel*: As ye have 


therefore received Chriſt Feſus the Lord, ſo walk ye 


in kim : rooted and built up in him, and flabliſhed in 
the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding there- 
in with thankſgiving. Beware left any man ſpoil you 
through phileſophy and vain deceit, after the tradi- 


tion of men, after the rudiments of the world, and 


not after Chriſt : for in him dwelleth all the fulneſs 
of the Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in him, 
who ig the head of all principality and power T. As 
you know, how we exhorted and comforted, and char- 
ged every one of you (as a father doth his children) 
that ye would walk: worthy of. God, who hath called 
you unto his kingdom and glory. For this cauſe alſo 
thank we God without ceaſing, becauſe when ye recei- 
ved the word of Cd which ye heard of us, ye recei- 
ved it not as the word of men, but (as it is in truth) 
the word of God, which effeftually worketh alſo in you 
that believe i. Be ye therefore followers of God, as 
dear children; and walk in laue, as Chrijt alſo hath 
loved us, and hath given himſelf for us, an offering 
aged a ſacrifice to God for a fweet-/melling favour |. 
Herein is love, not that we loved Cod, but that he 
ved us, and ſent his Son to be the propitiation for 
eur fins, Beloved, if God fo loved us, we ought alſo 
to lo ve one another *. Faithful to the truſt com- 
mitted unto them, the ſame ardent and holy men 
repreſent hereſy as a ſource of immorality, and 
warn the churches againſt endangering the life of 


* Phil. i, 27. E + Col. ii. 6.— 10. 
} r Theſf 1i. 11. 12. 13. E, h. v. 1 3. 
** x John iv. 19. 11. 
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holineſs with water from this impure and poiſonous 
fountain. Now I beſeech you, brethren, mark them 
who cauſe diviſions and offences, contrary to the dac- 
trine which ye have learned; and avaid them. For 


| they that are ſuch, ſerve not our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 


but their own belly; and by good words and fair 


ſpeeches deceive the hearts of the ſimple . And their 


word will eat as doth a canker : of whom is Hymeneus 
and Philetus ; who concerning the truth have erred, 
faying that the reſurrection is paſt already; and 
overthrow the faith of ſome |. Beloved, remember 
ye the words which were ſpoken: before of the apoſtles 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : How that they told you 
there ſhould be mockers in the laſt time, who ſbould 
walk after their own ungodly lufts ;. 

Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the hea» 
venly calling, conſider the Apoſtle and High-prieſt 
of our profeſſion Chriſt Jeſus. On each ſide of 
the way of holineſs flows the river of his blood, 
which waſhes ſcarlet as white as new-fallen ſnow, 
and crimſon as clean as unſtained wool. To his 
moſt precious blood every waytaring man who ſin- 
neth againſt God, hath acceſs as on this ide, and every 
one who offends againſt man hath acceſs as on that 
de. If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowſhip one with another, and the bled of Feſus 
Chrift his Son cleanſeth us from all fin. If we con- 
feſs our ſins, he is faithful, and juſt to forgive us 
eur fins, and to cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs. 
My little children, theſe things write I unto you, that 
ye fin not. And if any man fin, we have an advo- 
cate with the Father, Feſus Chriſt the righteous ||. 
You are ſenſible of much inherent depravity, and 
cannot compute the number of your iniquities.. 
The crrors and wanderings of every day are more 
than you are able to underſtand and fet in order 
before the Lord. But how many days ſoever you 
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have ſtrayed, whatever lengths you have gone in 
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defection, in whatever filthy places you have mired 2 
yourſelves, and whatever ſtains be upon your gar- Fe: 

| ments and converſations, there is acceſs to the ho- 7 
0 ly river, which runs along each fide of the way of L 
If God's commandments ;z and, O! be perſuaded to * 
| follow the footſteps of men who waſhed their tt 
| robes and made them white in the blood of the * 
Lamb. Be ſerious, and make haſte. Turn your f 

feet unto the teſtimonies of the Lord, and turn 7 

without delay; for ye who are as ſheep going aſtray 7 

are this day commanded to return unto the Shep- h 


herd and Biſhop of your ſouls. 
Secondly, You who have received the grace of 
God only in word and in tongue, we exhort to 
4 believe and obey it from the heart. Knowledge of 8 
8 the truth is a neceſſary and precious attainment z 4 
| but upon the hearts and lives of many who are en- > 
lightened, the truth which is after godlineſs hath F 
not gracious operations, and produceth no effects . 
that are ſpiritual and holy. A form of godlineſs 
may be reared up to a conſiderable height upon il- 
lumination and knowledge; but a ſpiritual birth, 
or a new creation in Chriſt Jeſus, by the word and ; 
ſpirit of truth, is the ground on which the power | 
of it ſtands. 'of his own will begat he us by the 
word of truth, that we ſhould be a hind of jirft-fruits 
of his creatures *, For we are his workmanſhip, 
created in Chriſt Jeſus unto goad works, which God 
hath before ordained that we ſhould walk in them +. 
Verily, verily, I ſay unto thee, except a man be. 
born again, he cannot ſee the kingdom of God. —Veri- 
ly verily I ſay unto thee, except a man be born of 
water, and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the king- 
41 dom of God f. Through education and example, 
WW through habit and temperament of body, through. 
i * James, i. 78. + Eph, ii. 10. 
Jt John, iii. 3. 5. ö 
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rational conſiderations of happineſs and miſery, 

through deference to eſtabliſned forms, and peace 

and order in ſociety, through deſire of fame and 

vain glory, and through the knowledge of our 

Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, men in the fleſh 

may eſcape pollutions which reign in the world 

through luſt, and white-waſh and paint the outſide 

of the converſation, while the dominion of fin 

ſands firm in the heart. Wo unto you, ſcribes and 
Phariſees, hypocrites; for ye are like unto whited 
fſepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, 
but are within full of dead mens bones, and of all 
uncleanneſs. Even fo ye alſo outwardly appear righte- 
ous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocriſy and 
iniquity v. But men in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God, 
and never riſe higher in obedience than ſerving in 
oldneſs of the letter. For he is not a Few, who is 
Ine outwardly neither is that circumciſion, which is 
outward in the fleſh : but he is a Few, who is one in- 
wardly; and circumciſion is that of the heart, in the 
ſpirit, and not in the letter, whoſe praiſe is not of 
men, but of Gt. Sin reigning in the heart is a 
ſtronger and more imperious power than the king 
reigning over all the children of pride in the water. 
A child may amuſe himſelf with the thoughts of 
hooking leviathan by the noſe, drawing him out 
with a line, boring through his jaw with a thorn, 
and playing with him as with a bird. Years are 
his apology : he underſtands, and "thinks, and 
ſpeaks as a child. But men of penetration and 
learning, who think, with the Bible before them, 
that fin may be turned out of the heart, righteouſ- 
neſs brought in, and the power of godlineſs eſta- 
bliſhed, without being born again by the Word and 
Spirit of God, are weaker in underſtanding than 
children. Upon the doctrine of the Phariſees, 
Paul attempted it; but when the commandment 
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came, and fin revived, he abandoned the enter- 


priſe, fevered, and died. Marvel not that I ſaid 


unto thee, Ye muſt be barn again. The wind bloweth 
where it liſteth, and thou heareſt the ſound thereof, 
but canft not tell whence it cometh, and whether it 
goeth : ſo is every one that is born of the Spirit *. 
The workmanſhip of God in the creation and 
birth of the new man, is incomprehenſible ; but the 


doctrine of grace is the glorious inſtrument, by 


which his power 1s exerted, and with which his 
operations are performed. Being born again of in- 
corruptible ſeed, by the word of God, which liveth 
and abideth for ever . How beautiful is the new 


creature in Chriſt Jeſus! In every part, the im- 


preſſion of the finger of God is diſcernible ; and 
what a ſtriking contraſt is it to the old man? 'The 
errors of the old man, ſyſtematiſed by Arminians, 
are expoſed, diſplaced, and renounced; and truths 
revealed and taught by the Spirit of God, are in- 
troduced into the underſtanding, and from his glo- 
rious power, receive the vigour of ruling principles, 
which give law to the members of the animal body, 
and to the powers of the reaſonable ſoul. 

Since the grace of God, which bringeth ſalva- 


tion, is the inſtrument of his power and love in the 


new creation in Chriſt Jeſus, we beſcech you that 
ye receive not this grace in vain. It is come to you 


in word, and ye have received it in word; but it 
comes and is received without effect pertaining to 


ſalvation, until it come and be received in power, 
and in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much aſſurance. 
O hearer of the grace of God, let tears run down 
like a river, day and night, give thyſelf no reſt, 


let not the apple of thine eye ceaſe; ariſe, cry out 


in the night, in the beginning of the watches, pour 
out thine heart like water before the face of the 
Lord, lift up thy hands toward him for the life of 
John, iii. 7. 8. | } 1 Pet. i. 23. 
thy 
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thy ſoul, which is ready to periſh. With know- 


ledge of the truth thou art enlightened ; but ex- 
cept the ſoul be purified in obeying the truth 
through the Spirit, it will die in the pit, and never 
behold the face of God in righteouſneſs, nor be ſa- 
tisfied with his likeneſs. 
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